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 Transition  

a) a passing from one condition, form, stage, activity, place, etc. to another b) the period of 
passing. (Webster’s Dictionary) 

 There is a verse in Acts, Chapter 17 that describes the lives of all United Methodist 
pastors.  It is verse 28, which says: “For in him we live and move and have our being.”  
That is meant to be funny.  It is for me but I admit to having a strange sense of humor. 

  Transition involves a move of one kind or another.  It is a “passing…from one…
place…to another.”  That is what we pastors are called to do from time to time in our 
line of work.  We agree to it when we take to job.  We usually dread the labor that mov-
ing involves.  We can get overwhelmed by all the details that need to be taken care of.  
Our spouses tend to get a little crazy along the way as well.  Transition means moving 

from one place to another, from one community to another, from one congregation to 
another and it can be unsettling.  It involves changes for the congregations involved and 
for pastors and their families.  It means our lives will change in some ways which can 
make us anxious and uncomfortable, at least for a while. Yet, there is no place in the 
Bible where God says, “Thou shalt always be comfortable”. 

 That brings me closer to the point I want to make in this letter.  Sometimes we can 
be lulled into the false teachings of the culture we live in.  That culture teaches us that 
comfort is the most important thing in life.  We are told we need a better mattress to 
sleep on, a better pillow to put under our heads and a better reclining sofa with cup 

holders and massaging fingers.  And that’s not nearly enough!  The commercials show 
us we must have the newest car, the biggest HD television (with 300+ channels) and 
the newest cell phone along with the fastest internet known to man.  And those are just 
the basics of this comfortable life.  We also should have the perfect complexion and 
waist size and hair color and muscle tone – all to look like the “cool” people we see on 
TV.  Not to mention the stainless steel appliances, the marble counter tops, the fake 
wood floors and the luxurious bathrooms that must come in the huge house we can 
never afford to pay for. Also, the car magazines tell me I really need the newest Mus-
tang GT because my 2005 V6 is just not good enough.  We are led to believe that we 
must make way more money than we presently do or we are just not keeping up. We 
must be inferior people. All this is only the beginning of a much longer list that only 
leads to the desire for more, more, more.   How comfortable are we now?  When will it 

be enough? 

 All that stuff stresses me out more than anything God may ask me to do.  God is 
simply asking me to go to another church and work with some other people.  God is 
simply asking you to welcome and accept another pastor, to work with her to improve 
and expand the ministry of Benevola United Methodist Church.  It need not be as stress-
ful as we tend to make it. 

  Transition means change and change can make us uncomfortable.  It seems that 

churches tend to fight change over and over again.  Yet change happens despite all the 
groaning and gnashing of teeth we put ourselves through.  God cannot work with people 
who refuse to change or to do anything different.  Serving God as a pastor and as a 
church congregation involves looking for new opportunities in the changes that come.  It 
means thinking of new ways we can use our spiritual gifts to strengthen God’s church in 
a world that is desperate for positive voices.  We can be those voices.  Why? Because 
we love and serve an Amazing God who leads us toward a home in the Kingdom.  Our 
comfort comes from knowing God is with us, not against us.  God has greater plans for 
us than we can imagine.  We just need to get out the way, stop dragging our feet and 
embrace all that God is asking us to do.  It is much easier than trying to be comfortable 
in the material world. 

           

       God bless you,   
                 Pastor John 

mailto:jdpreacher@yahoo.com
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Greeter 
Lay 

Reader 
Acolyte 

Head 

Usher 
Cribbery 

Children’s 

Church 

5/1 
Dave &  

Bonnie 

Shifler 

Dave 

Shifler 
Isaac Wescott Dean Reeder Shank Family Kim Angle 

5/8 
Bernie & 

Elaine 

Semler 
YF YOUTH 

Ayden 

Chesnutwood 
Kevin Fox Fox Family Rohrer Family 

5/15 Kathy Phipps 
Mike  

Wescott 

Kassidy  

Meadows 

Nelson 

Reeder 

Chrissy  

Embly 
Shank Family 

5/22 Shank Family Jeb Shank 
Lilly 

Leadingham 
Joe Reed Kim Angle 

Janelle & Jer 

Weddle 

5/29 Troup Family Amy Jones 
Peyton 

Meadows 

Bryan 

Wachtel 
Boyd Family Atkinson Family 

5/1 6th Sunday of Easter 

Scripture Readings Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:1-10; John 14:23-29 

5/8 7th Sunday of Easter/Mother’s Day 

Scripture Readings Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14; John 17:20-26 

5/15 Pentecost Sunday 

Scripture Readings Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34; Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17 

5/22 Peace with Justice Sunday/Trinity Sunday 

Scripture Readings Proverbs 8:1-4; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

5/29 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture Readings 1 Kings 18:20-21; Psalm 96; Galatians 1:1-12; Luke 7:1-10 
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Please join the YF for Dinner and a Show on Saturday, May 21st at 5:30pm. 

We’re looking for the talented, the silly, and the downright entertaining to awe and amuse our church 

family and support the YF’s summer mission trip.  We love seeing you shine and have fun, all while 

raising funds for a good cause.  Acts young and not-so-young are welcome.  Please join us!  Contact 

Amy Wescott or Nicole Hartings for more info. 

 

 

 

If you are a 2016 Graduate, please let the Church office know.   Please 

submit your information; including your name, high school or college at-

tended.  Please let me know your major or what college you will be attend-

ing  or your future plans.   I would also, like to have a senior picture.   You 

can e-mail the information to benevolachurch@myactv.net.   Please have 

all information to the Church office no later than May 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Sunday is May 15.  We will recognize and con-
firm the class of 2016 during the worship service.  Please 

support and pray for our confirmands as they continue on 
their journey of faith.  There will be a reception after the 
service so please take time to congratulate them.  The 

members of this year's class are: Nathan Baker, Kaitlynn 

Nave, Laila Rottmund, Rachel Roupe and Evan Row. 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism will be held in Beaver 

Creek at Baker’s Farm on May 

1.  Please come support our 

Confirmands. 
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Benevola Blessings 
The Church is no longer associated 
with Bountiful Blessings.  We will 
be including cleaning and personal 
care items with the food pantry.  

The following items are what is needed at this 
time:  razors, shaving cream, baby wipes, de-
odorant for men & women, kleenex, paper tow-
els, toilet paper, laundry detergent, dish deter-
gent, SOS pads and cleaning supplies like clo-

rox clean up.  We have Benevola Blessings the 
2nd and 4th Tuesday each month from 4-6 pm.  
Items can be dropped off in the coat closet on 
the first floor. 

The Turn the Page Book 

Club will meet on May 20.  
The book to be discussed 

will be Me Before You by 
JoJo Moyes. Everyone 

please bring a dish to 
share. 

 

 

 

Steve and Karen Brightwell 
are happy to announce the 
engagement of their daugh-
ter, Ashley to Steven 
Crncic.  A summer 2017 
wedding is being planned. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Jonathan Baker and Jessica 
Needy on the birth of a daughter, Kaylee 

Nicole Baker on April 5.  Proud grandparents 

are Brian & Teri Baker. 

Big Thank you to Andrew 

Simonson for the donation to 
the food pantry.  It was very 

much appreciated. 
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 1 Richard Windle, Morgan Boyd 

 2 Lisa Ridenour 

 4 Desiree Peperak, Teri Marshall Baker, Chad Duffey 

 5 Margaret Campbell 

 6 Dylan Coulter, Troy Bigelow, Laura Rottmund, Ella Rowland 

 7 Pam Lego, Madden Haupt, Corinne Haupt 

 8 Megan Burtner, Parker Bigelow, Eric Stenger, Eric Brabson 

10 Heather Hutchinson 

11 Morgan Angle, Jarrett Rottmund 

12 Keira Burtner 

14 Bob Barnhart 

15 Brandon Burley, Eric Phipps, Janelle Weddle, Jim McNulty, Ken Phipps 

16 Kimberly Angle 

17 Brett Rowland, Patti Powers, Megan Campbell. Boyd Church, Grace Roupe 

19 Lorne Ridenour, Matt Barnes, Charlie Leadingham 

20  Crystal Fales, Doug Stotelmyer, Eileen Stump, Jesse Hines, Karen Brightwell,  

 Jeremy Angle, 

21 Nathan Williams 

22 Cayden Hawkins, Nicholas Baker, Drew Atkinson 

23 Tammy Burkett 

24 Cindy Burtner, James Mills 

25 Laurel Brabson, Andy Brabson, Lisa Hawkins, Michelle Burket 

26 Kim Heller 

27 Matthew Wolfensberger 

28 Jim Roupe 

29 Bonnie Reese Miller, Douglas Bigelow 

   5 Donald & Patsy Campbell, Kim & Dee Horner 

 6 Chuck & Mary Ellen Waltemire, Craig & Christina Williams 

               7 Danny & Tammy Poffenberger 

 12 Zach & Eileen Stipanovic 

 15 Robert & Cindi Hawfield 

            17          Herb & Kim Cassidy, Jr. 

 19 Kevin & Sharon Myers 

 20 David & Pamela Campbell 

 25           Steve & Anne Wright, Murle & Patti Powers 

 29 Bob & Margie Moats 

 30 Mike & Amy Wescott, Tom & Dorothy Fath 

 31 Jason & Laura Weddle 
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How to Get Help from the Bible 
For multitudes of people, the Bible provides supernatural strength. If it hasn't done so for you perhaps you need a few simple sug-

gestions on how to make use of this greatest of all tools for happy and efficient living. 

You need not be a Bible scholar. Just take a few easy steps and this marvelous book will pour out its riches upon you. 

1. Buy an attractive Bible with good print, a beautiful book, one that you like to hold in your hand.  

Learn to love the book itself. Use a Bible that has sentimental value, as for example, one given you by your mother, father, pastor, 

or Sunday school teacher. 

2. Pick it up, open it and read it.  

It will never do you any good standing on a shelf. 

3. Read through Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the first four books of the New Testament.  

By reading a chapter a day, you will complete these four books of the Bible in 89 days. Then repeat the process. Read them over 

again. 

4. On the second reading of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, underline passages that appeal to you, and on the 

third reading, memorize one passage every day.  

The more passages you commit to memory, the more completely you will be carrying the Bible around in your mind. Say these 

words over to yourself in spare minutes. These passages will serve as logs to cling to when sometimes you find yourself adrift on 

the sea of life. 

5. We are afflicted by moods.  

Sometimes we are fearful and worried, at other times we are angry and resentful; sometimes our loved ones are ill and at times we 

feel very lonely. There is an answer in the Bible to every mood. So, take your Bible in your hand, close your eyes and pray that 

God will give you just the message you need. Then open the Bible. The first statement you see may not be your answer, for God 

does not work in a mechanical manner. Continue reading and you will come to what He wants to say to you. You will recognize it 

when you see it. Incidentally, this will help you to become familiar with the entire Bible. In time, this familiarity will enable you to 

know where to look for help in specific situations. 

6. Sometime when you have an entire evening to give to reading, read the entire Book of Psalms without stop-

ping.  

When you finish, you will have such an overwhelming sense of the victory of faith over all the troubles of life that you will want to 

shout for joy. There is nothing like it. Don't miss it! In cases of grief and disappointment, I have known this practice to revolution-

ize a person's entire outlook. It gives one the whole panorama of human suffering and spiritual victory in one dose. 

7. Perhaps you will become so interested in the Bible that you will want to know the entire book as would a spiri-

tual scholar.  

If so, ask your minister for suggested study books to guide you in your search.          By Norman Vincent  Peale 
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Benevola members would only need to pay 

$10.00 for this seminar. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

6:00 YF 

Baptism at 

Baker Farm 

creek 

2 

5:30 & 7 

Body & Soul 

4:00 Confir-

mation class 

3 

9:00 Quilting 

4 

5:30 & 7 

Body & Soul 

5 

10 & 6:30 

Bible Study 

6 7 

7:00 Men’s 

Breakfast 

8 9 

5:30 & 7 

Body & Soul 

10 

9:00 Quilting 

4 Benevola  

Blessings 

6:30 Out-

reach 

11 

5:30 & 7 

Body & Soul 

12 

10 & 6:30 

Bible Study 

13 14 

7-10 Com-

munity 

Breakfast 

15 

Confirma-

tion Sunday 

16 

5:30 & 7 

Body & Soul 

17 

9:00 Quilting 

18 

5:30 & 7 

Body & Soul 

19 

10 & 6:30 

Bible Study 

20 

12:00 book 

club 

21 

5:30 YF Din-

ner & Vari-

ety Show 

22 

6:00 YF 

23 

5:30 & 7 

Body & Soul 

24 

9:00 Quilting 

4 Benevola 

Blessings 

25 

5:30 & 7 

Body & Soul 

26 

6:30 Chancel 

Choir 

10 & 6:30 

Bible Study 

27 28 

29 30 

5:30 & 7 

Body & Soul 

31 

9:00 Quilting 
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