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Notice To Employees 
 

Changes in Income Tax         
Withholding 

 

New withholding tables may reduce the amount of income tax 
withheld from your wages. 
 

The new tables, prescribed by the Department of the Treasury,   
reflect the Making Work Pay credit and other changes resulting 
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 
 

You do not have to submit a Form W-4, Employee’s Withholding 
Allowance Certificate, to get the automatic withholding change.  If 
you do not want to have your withholding reduced (because, for 
example, you have more than one job or you are married and your 
combined income places you in a higher tax bracket), you may 
want to file a new Form W-4 with your employer.  You may claim 
fewer withholding allowances on line 5 or request additional 
amounts to be withheld on line 6.  For additional help, get         

IRS Publication 919, How Do I Adjust My Tax 
Withholding? Or visit the IRS website at 
www.irs.gov and use the “Withholding         
Calculator.” 
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  Driver Physicals Due 
 

         … April … 
              … May ... 

  

April 
 

 Jody Punt   04/06/09 
 Wally Spicer   04/09/09 
 Stan Muir   04/18/09 
 

May 
 

 William Fitz   05/05/09 
 Dennis Mack   05/07/09 
 

 May 
  Birthdays 

 May 
 

 Walter Donaldson  05/04/09 
  

  Jeffery Mather   May 04 
 Daniel Jack   May 04 
 James Kisner   May 06 
 Mary Jo Lehman  May 08 
 Pam Major   May 11 
 Diana Giradelli  May 14 
 Robert White   May 20 
 Eileen Ward   May 22 
 Peggy Roberts   May 27 
 John Stipanovic  May 28 
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  Driver Licenses Due 
 
 

        … May…  
 

 Donnie Suddath  April 12 
 Jody Punt   April 23   
 Todd Exline   April 28 

Congratulations       
On Your  

… April … 
       … May ... 
      Anniversary’s 

 April 
 

 Dwight Miller   21 Years 
 Donnie Suddath  17 Years 
 Bob Kelley    5 Years 
 David Phillips    5 Years 
 David Kelley    3 Years 
 John Onderdonk   1 Year 

May 
 

 Larry Baker   14 Years 
 Jim Leatherman  12 Years 
 Bevan Freshwater   9 Years 
 Doug McClure   8 Years 
 Robert Kring    7 Years 
 Tim Reitz    7 Years 
 Lewis Linefsky   6 Years 
 Eileen Ward    2 Years 
 Joanne Buell    1 Year 
 Todd Exline    1 Year 

 April 
  Birthdays 



DRIVER OF THE MONTH — APRIL 2009 

 Larry Baker 

Congratulations Larry ! 

 
Larry has been chosen to be the Hoffman Transport, Inc.  

 
March 2009 Driver of the Month.   

He has met the general criteria, including being load claim and accident free for the last 90 days.   
In addition, Larry received the most votes from his co-workers and peers. 

 
As our DRIVER OF THE MONTH, Larry will enjoy  a  

Gift Certificate for Dinner for Two. 
Larry will also receive a personalized Hoffman Transport, Inc. Jacket. 

Please see Lou, Skip or Bridget for further details. 
Please don’t forget to congratulate Larry when you see him! 

 
Keep Up The Great Work !From Your Staff and  Co-Workers. 

 
HOFFMAN TRANSPORT, INC.HOFFMAN TRANSPORT, INC.HOFFMAN TRANSPORT, INC.   

   

“WHERE TEAMWORK PAYS”“WHERE TEAMWORK PAYS”“WHERE TEAMWORK PAYS”   
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What Happened? 
Around 5:30 am on a clear day, Vehicle #1, a semi tractor trailer, is traveling in the 
right lane at the speed limit (55 mph) on a divided highway.  Driver of Vehicle #1 sees 
Vehicle #2, an automobile, quickly approaching from behind.  Just as Vehicle #2 enters 
Vehicle #1’s rear blind spot, Vehicle #2 swings into the left lane and accelerates to pass 
Vehicle #1.  Just as Vehicle #2 passes vehicle #1, it moves into the right lane, cutting off 
vehicle #1 and barely missing vehicle #1 bumper.  Vehicle #1 swerves to avoid MAUG 
Vehicle #2 and comes into contact with loose gravel on the shoulder of the road.  At-
tempting to fully re-enter the lane, the tractor trailer jackknifes, causing it to overturn 
onto an    embankment. 
 
The Decision: 
The SMC’s Accident Review Committee determined that there were steps that could 
have been taken by the driver of Vehicle #1 to minimize the chances of this accident.  
The committee’s review was limited to the facts and circumstances present in this case. 
 
Reason/Recommendation: 
The Committee reasoned that, regardless of Vehicle #2’s unsafe actions which prompted 
the driver of Vehicle #1’s evasive maneuver, driver of Vehicle #1 could have slowed his 
vehicle as soon as he saw Vehicle #2 approaching in an unsafe manner, and could have 
more carefully re-entered the right lane from the shoulder in order to prevent the roll-
over.  
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 HARVEST SALAD 
 

Ingredients: 
1/2 cup chopped walnuts 
1 bunch spinach, rinsed and torn into bite-size pieces 
1/2 cup dried cranberries 
1/2 cup crumbled blue cheese 
2 tomatoes, chopped 
1 avocado-peeled, pitted and diced 
1/2 red onion, thinly sliced 
2 tablespoons red raspberry jam (with seeds) 
2 tablespoons red wine vinegar 
1/3 cup walnut oil 
Freshly ground pepper to taste 
Salt to taste 
Directions: 
 Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Arrange walnuts in a single layer on a baking 
sheet.  Toast in oven for 5 minutes, or until nuts begin to brown. 
 In a large bowl, toss together the spinach, walnuts, cranberries, blue cheese, 
tomatoes, avocado, and red onion. 
 In a small bowl, whisk together jam, vinegar, walnut oil, pepper and salt.  
Pour over the salad just before serving, and toss to coat. 
 

FUDGE SUNDAE PIE 
 

Ingredients: 
1/4 cup corn syrup 
2 tablespoons brown sugar 
3 tablespoons butter 
2 1/2 cups rice crisps 
1/4 cup peanut butter 
1/4 cup fudge ice-cream topping 
3 tablespoons corn syrup 
Vanilla ice cream 
Directions: 
In a saucepan combine corn syrup, brown sugar, and butter.  Bring to a boil.      
Remove from heat and stir in rice crisps.  Put in bottom of pie pan.  Melt peanut 
butter, fudge topping, and corn syrup.  Put half on top of pie crust.  Then fill pie 
crust with vanilla ice cream.  Then put rest of fudge mix on top. 

Recipe Corner 
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****** CAUTION ****** 
 
When you fuel, do you “Hang” the nozzle up correctly? WHAT?????  There 
is only on way … NOT!!  One of our new drivers sure got one heck of a 
surprise the other day.  The driver before him hung the nozzle in a way 
that the “trigger” was ON!!  Of course this caused a GUSH of fuel all 
over the area.  PLEASE!  Think of the next driver and take the time to 
hang up the fuel nozzles in a fashion that does not pose a risk of this 
happening again. 

 
Thank you very much!  

Lou 

W. “Lee” Donaldson  
Full Time Driver 
Hired—03-18-2009 

Gary Moore 
Full Time Driver 
Hired—03-18-2009 

Gregory Maurer 
Full Time Driver 
Hired—03-25-2009 

Arthur Fickes 
Full Time Driver 
Hired—03-25-2009 

Julio Rivera 
Driver for Mohammad 

(A-1 Easy) 
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WARM WEATHER MEANS MORE DOT ROAD SIDE INSPECTIONS. 
 
 JUST A REMINDER TO ALL DRIVERS, NOW THAT THE WEATHER HAS WARMED UP DOT ROAD 
SIDE INSPECTIONS ARE ALSO GOING TO HEAT UP. 
 PLEASE DO NOT LET YOURSELF GET CAUGHT WITH FAULTY EQUIPMENT AND OR YOUR LOG 
BOOK NOT UP TO DATE. LOG BOOK FINES ARE VERY HIGH AND IF YOU GET PUT OUT OF  SERVICE 
YOU WILL GET TIME OFF WITHOUT PAY FOR THE FIRST OFFENSE AND TERMINATED FOR THE        
SECOND OFFENSE. 
 PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU DO A GOOD POST TRIP INSPECTION OF YOUR EQUIPMENT AND 
WRITE IT UP SO THE SHOP CAN KEEP IT MAINTAINED. THIS WILL KEEP YOU FROM   GETTING PUT 
OUT OF SERVICE FOR EQUIPMENT PROBLEMS. 

 
A WORD TO THE WISE 

 
 MOST OF YOU ARE DOING A GOOD JOB KEEPING YOUR LOGS UP TO DATE AND NOT HAVING 
ANY PROBLEMS AT ROADSIDE INSPECTIONS.BE AWARE THEY WILL ALSO BE ASKING FOR YOUR    
VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT FOR THE PREVIOUS DAY.FAILING TO HAVE THIS REPORT FILLED OUT 
AND SIGNED BY THE DRIVER WILL RESULT IN A FINE OF UP TO $100.00.THIS VIOLATION WILL THEN 
BE TURNED INTO THE MOOW SAFETY NET COMPUTER. 
 IN CASE YOU ARE NOT SURE OF THE PROCEDURE FOR COMPLETING A POST TRIP INSPECTION 
REPORT I HAVE OUTLINED IT BELOW. 

 YOU MUST COMPLETE A VEHICLE INSPECTION EACH DAY YOU OPERATE THAT VEHICLE EVEN 
IF EVERYTHING IS OK. 
 THE ORIGIONAL MUST BE TURNED INTO OUR SHOP.A COPY MUST STAY IN THE TRACTOR    
UNTIL THE NEXT INSPECTION IS COMPLETED. 
 THIS INSPECTION REPORT IS COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY THE DRIVER AT THE END OF EACH 
DAY. 

 IF ANY UNSAFE CONDITION IS WRITTEN UP ON THIS INSPECTION REPORT THE COPY MUST BE 
SIGNED BY THE DRIVER WHO FOUND THE CONDITION, THE MECHANIC WHO REPAIRED IT AND THE 
DRIVER WHO IS TAKING THE VEHICLE BACK OUT. THIS SIGNED COPY MUST REMAIN IN THE        
TRACTOR UNTIL THE NEXT REPORT IS COMPLETED. 

MAKE YOUR NEXT ROADSIDE INSPECTION VIOLATION FREE 
 

Count Your Freight…….So you don’t have to pay a load claim. 
 
 I would like to discuss a topic that some drivers take for granted. The topic is “Freight Claims”. We 
have been getting more freight claims in the recent months than we have had in the past year. 
 What causes a claim, most of the time it is shortages. You the driver are responsible to count the freight 
and make sure you watch it being loaded on the truck so that it all gets loaded. 
 I know that we do have some shippers that do not allow you on the dock. However we have some other 
shippers that do allow you on the dock to count however you must ask, they do not inform you that you can be 
on the dock. This is where these claims are coming from because the driver does not ask “can I count the 
freight”. 
 I just want to remind all drivers, Owner Operators, and Brokers you are responsible for any preventable 
load claim, and will be charged for the entire claim. 
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M ush!  A good dog sled team can get you moving at about 20 mph over snow and ice. 
 

B efore the first portable golf tees were invented in the late 1800s, golfers pushed up a pile of sand to tee 
off. 
 

M ore calls are made in the United States on Mother’s Day than any other day.  More collect calls are 
made in the United States on Father’s Day. 
 

S eeing-eye dogs got their name from Proverbs 20:12 “The seeing eye, the hearing ear; the Lord hath 
made them both.” 
 

B elieve it or not, comedians have a lower divorce rate than any other showbiz group. 
 

I n 1893, New Zealand became the first country to allow women to vote in national elections.  Ninety     
thousand women showed up for the big event that year. 
 

H olders Down” were medical jobs you probably wouldn’t want to apply for.  Before anesthesia,          
hospitals hired burly guys to hold screaming patients securely on the operating table. 
 

B ig court award?  Don’t start spending the money yet.  If you’re average, legal costs will eat up 54       
percent of it. 
 

S ome say they had the right idea: after their respective revolutions both Russia and France 
tried hard to eliminate the practice of law. 
 

Congratulations! 
Bill Hartpence became a grandfather on March 13, 2009 
Bill’s daughter, Jody delivered a 8 lb. 6 oz. baby boy. 

His name is Caleb Isaac Hartpence. 



Congratulations to our  36 Drivers who have made the Perfect Log List ! 

This is 1 More1 More1 More Driver than last month !!  GREATGREATGREAT   JOBJOBJOB   !!!!!!   
      TurnTurnTurn   youryouryour   correctcorrectcorrect   logslogslogs   ininin   sososo   youyouyou   cancancan   bebebe   ononon   thethethe   list!list!list! 

Our goal is to have each and every Driver’s name on the list.  Working together, I am sure we can accomplish all of our goals.  
The following driver’s have accomplished the distinguished honor of obtaining 

Perfect Logs For The Month: 

Please see the Log Auditor  throughout the 
month to correct any correctable log violations. 
 

THE VIOLATION REPORT 
 

Is printed on the 20th of each month  
for  the previous  month. 

Let’s all make an effort to be on the  
PERFECT LOG LIST. 

 

Stop in to review your logs soon! 
 

GOOD LUCK NEXT MONTH! 
Mary Jo Lehman 

PERFECT LOGS — FEBRUARY 2009 

The winner’ for the APRIL 2009The winner’ for the APRIL 2009The winner’ for the APRIL 2009   
Violation Free DOT Inspections is:Violation Free DOT Inspections is:Violation Free DOT Inspections is:   

 Jody Punt Jody Punt Jody Punt 
Jody won a $25.00 Gift Certificate to WalJody won a $25.00 Gift Certificate to WalJody won a $25.00 Gift Certificate to Wal---Mart or Sheetz.Mart or Sheetz.Mart or Sheetz.   

Jody also has become eligible this month for the yearly drawing at theJody also has become eligible this month for the yearly drawing at theJody also has become eligible this month for the yearly drawing at the   

   

August 2009 “Driver Appreciation CookAugust 2009 “Driver Appreciation CookAugust 2009 “Driver Appreciation Cook---Out” for a VacationOut” for a VacationOut” for a Vacation---forforfor---Two!Two!Two!   
   

Come on guys and gals, Come on guys and gals, Come on guys and gals, TURNTURNTURN   INININ   THOSETHOSETHOSE   Violation Free DOT Inspections to the Safety Department, Violation Free DOT Inspections to the Safety Department, Violation Free DOT Inspections to the Safety Department,    
so YOU can WIN.  I don’t know about you, but I would enjoy a vacation with so YOU can WIN.  I don’t know about you, but I would enjoy a vacation with so YOU can WIN.  I don’t know about you, but I would enjoy a vacation with    

Free Airfare and Accommodations worth $1,500.00.Free Airfare and Accommodations worth $1,500.00.Free Airfare and Accommodations worth $1,500.00.   

Good Job !  

 Dave Adler   Wayne Arbogast  Larry Baker  Pat Beem 
 Ed Brown   Dave Carbaugh  Andy Clopein  Bob Cromis 
 Walter Donaldson  Jay Dutrow   Bill Fitz  Royce Foreman
 Clyde Grove   Cliff Harry   Tom Hensley  Chris Hoffman 
 James Keller   James Kisner   Harry Laughlin Jim Leatherman
 Doug Ledford   Greg Lindsay   Doug McClure  Warren Mongold
 Gary Moore   Jody Punt   Tim Reitz             Doug Schooley 
 Larry Seal   Jeff Shives   Kevin Spessard Donnie Suddath
 Roy Thomas   Scott Towner   Eileen Ward  Robert White 
         
         Your Name Could Be Here Also !! Your Name Could Be Here Also !! Your Name Could Be Here Also !!    

 

Log Reminder 
Please remember to flag all receipts.  If you turn them in they must show on your logs. 
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Ag Laugh’s 
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STIMULUS 2009 
 

Here are few details about the $787 Billion Stimulus:2009 STIMULUS - 
Very important -  Please read 

By Jeanne Sahadi, CNNMoney.com senior writer 
March 31, 2009: 4:52 AM ET 

 
NEW YORK (CNNMoney.com) -- You're likely to see some more green in the next couple of weeks. 

Not only on the trees. Very possibly in your wallet, too.  President Obama has asked that all 

employers adjust their payroll systems by Wednesday so eligible workers can start receiving 

the new Making Work Pay tax credit through their paychecks. The credit, available for 2009 

and 2010, was a part of the economic     recovery package lawmakers passed in February.  Just 

how much extra cash you will see depends on your marital status, your salary and how many al-

lowances -- or exemptions -- you normally take.  As a rough guide, singles eligible for the 

credit might get between $10 to $15 per paycheck if paid weekly; for those married filing 

jointly, they're likely to see an extra $15 to $20. 

Who is eligible? 
The credit is available to those with earned income. It's worth up to $400 a year for single 

filers and $800 for joint filers. The full credit will be paid to people with modified ad-

justed gross incomes of $75,000 or less ($150,000 per couple). A partial credit would be paid 

to those making above those amounts but no more than $95,000 ($190,000 for couples).  What is 

modified adjusted gross income? It's your adjusted gross income but with some exclusions 

added back in. In the case of this credit, the only exclusion that would need to be added 

back is any income earned in a foreign country, in Puerto Rico or in American Somoa.  "For 

most people, their modified adjusted gross income will be the same as their adjusted gross 

income, which is on the bottom of the front page of their return," said enrolled agent David 

Mellem of  Ashwau be non Tax Professionals, who is certified to represent taxpayers GRIS be-

fore the IRS.  The credit is also refundable, which means that even very low-income families 

who don't make enough to owe income tax would be able to claim it. 

Who is not eligible? 
Even if someone works, he won't qualify for the Making Work Pay credit if he is claimed as a 

dependent on someone else's tax return.   Also, adults who are eligible for Social Security, 

Railroad Retirement, veteran's compensation or pension benefits will not receive the credit. 

But if they were eligible for those benefits sometime between November 2008 and January 2009, 

they will receive a one-time, $250 emergency payment no later than mid-June. That emergency 

payment is not subject to income tax, Mellem said. 

How does it work? 
                                                                                                             

Continued on page 13…                                                                                       
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STIMULUS 2009 
  

How does it work? 
Continued from page 12... 
Using new withholding tables from the IRS, employers are supposed to pay out the Making Work 

Pay credit by reducing how much tax is withheld from eligible workers' paychecks. "Changing 

withholding   tables is a routine task. It's not difficult," said Scott Mezistrano, senior 

manager of government relations at the American Payroll Association.  In fact, many employers 

likely have already done so, said Pete Isberg, the head of the National Payroll Reporting 

Consortium. That means their employees should already have started to see more cash in their 

paychecks.  For example, Ron Moser, a human resources director for a school district in west-

ern New York, said his district included the credit in paychecks starting in early March.  

Lower-income workers may not make enough money to have taxes withheld once their            

exemptions are taken into account. So they won't see any extra cash in their paychecks. But 

they may claim their full credit when they file their 2009 tax returns next year. 

Is there anything I need to watch out for? 
Possibly. Some people could end up getting a larger credit than they're entitled to. That 

means they'd have to pay back the excess amount when they file their 2009 taxes -- or, if 

they're getting a refund, their refund would be reduced by the amount they were overpaid.  If 

that situation is unappealing, a tax filer could act now to reduce the number of withholding 

allowances he takes on his W4 at work. The fewer allowances he takes, the more tax that is 

withheld.  The IRS has a calculator online that you can use to figure out how many allowances 

you should take if you're eligible to receive the credit and don't want to be overpaid -- or 

to put it another way, don't want to have too little tax withheld.  Those most likely to be 

overpaid are: 

Anyone who holds more than one job. You will get paid the Making Work Pay Credit twice, up to 

$400 ($800 for a joint filer) from your first employer and up to $400 ($800 for a joint 

filer) from your second   employer. 

Joint filers whose spouses work. Each spouse will end up being paid the credit for married 

couples by each of their employers. 

There's a twist, too. Because of the way the withholding tables were set up, each 
working spouse may be paid up to $600 this year -- instead of up to the $800, Mezistrano 

said.   In other words, the husband would receive $600 at his job and the wife $600 at her 

job, for a total of $1,200. Since they're only entitled to $800 total as a couple, that means 

they would have to pay $400 back to the IRS -- or see their refund reduced by that amount. 

Continued on page 14 
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STIMULUS 2009 
  

How does it work? 
Continued from page 13... 

There's a twist, too...continued  
Anyone who receives income from a rental property or investment, such as interest and divi-

dends. Your employer only knows about the income you earn at the company. If you receive 

other income that        increases your modified adjusted gross income -- or even pushes you 

past the income limits for the credit -- you may end up owing the IRS some or all of the 

credit you received in your paycheck. 

Anyone who started receiving their credit at the end of February or anytime in March. The 

withholding  tables are structured so that payments starting in April will add up to $400 for 

single filers and $800 for joint filers by year end. If payments start sooner than that a SMIB 

tax filer may actually receive a bit more than he's due by Dec. 31. 

Conversely, if your employer doesn't start your payments until the end of April or in May -- 

there's no  penalty if an employer doesn't meet the April 1 deadline -- you may end up get-

ting a little less of a credit than you're entitled to, in which case you can claim the rest 

when you file your 2009 tax return.  
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Money Matters … 
 

Psychiatrist:   “My  fee will be $200  for  today’s 
session.” 
Patient:      “Why  $200?   All  the  other  psychia‐
trists charge $100.” 
Psychiatrist:  “It’s part of the treatment.  It will 
help  you  to  attach  less  importance  to money 
and material things.” 
 
Every conquering temptation represents a new 
fund of moral energy.  Every trial endured and 
weathered  in  the  right  spirit  makes  a  soul     
nobler  and  stronger  than  it  was  before.—
William Butler Yeats (1865‐1939) 
 
The  real  man  smiles  in  trouble,  gathers 
strength  from  distress,  and  grows  strong  by  
reflection.—Thomas Paine (1737‐1809) 
 
Associate yourself with men of good quality if 
you esteem your own reputation, for ‘tis better 
to  be  alone  than  with  bad  company.—     
George Washington (1732‐1799) 
 
Develop interest in life as you see it; in people, 
things,  literature, music—the world  is  so  rich, 
simply throbbing with rich treasures, beautiful 
souls  and  interesting  people.—Henry  Miller 
(1891‐1980) 
 
Fight for your opinions, but do not believe that 
they  contain  the  whole  truth  or  the  only 
truth.—Charles A. Dana (1819‐1897) 
 
You have absolute control over but one  thing, 
and  that  is  your  thoughts.    This  is  the most   
significant and  inspiring of all facts known  to 
man.—Napoleon Hill (1883‐1970) 

Capsule Sermons… 
 

 We tend to live up to our own expectations. 
 The  human  brain  starts  working  the  mo‐
ment  you  are  born  and  never  stops  until 
you stand up to speak in public. 
 Nothing will take the place of persistence. 
 He is rich who is satisfied. 
 Maturity  is when  you  can  sense  your  con‐
cern for yourself. 
 Your dollars will do better  if accompanied 
by some sense. 
 The  best  preparation  for  tomorrow  is  the 
proper use of today. 
 A closed mouth gathers no foot. 
 There’s  a  big  difference  between  good, 
sound  reasons,  and  reasons  that  sound 
good. 
 The best way to save money is to be to busy 
to spend it. 
 Don’t dismiss  a  good  idea  simply because 
you don’t like the source. 
 Some  people  are  like  blisters;  they  don’t 
show up until the work is done. 
 No  matter  what  happens,  there  is  always 
someone who knew it would. 

 
Aged to perfection… 
 

A woman walked  up  to  a  little  old man  in  a 
rocking  chair  on  his  porch.    “I  couldn’t  help 
noticing how happy you look,” she said. 
“What’s your secret for a long, happy life?” 
     “I smoke three packs of cigarettes a day,” he 
said.   “I also drink a case of whiskey a week, 
eat fatty foods, and never exercise.” 
     “That’s  amazing,”  the woman  said.    “How 
old are you?” 
     “Twenty‐six,” he answered. 
 

Fun & PHILOSOPHY …  
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