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 * 

Bradley Melzer has been chosen to be our April 2013 Driver of the 
Month.  Bradley joined the Hoffman Transport Inc. in October 2012.  
From the very start with us he has been a true professional driver in 
everyway.  Congratulate Bradley the next time you see him for a job 
well done.   

 

Bradley Melzer 
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*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get a 
copy of your new license to Safety before it 
expires. Failure to do this WILL result in 
discipline.  

Bill Fitz 04/02    

Curtis Mizzell 04/03 

Roberto Padilla 04/10 

David Carbaugh 04/25 

 

 

Donald Suddath 04/12/13 

Michael Weir 04/13/13 

Andrew Yann 04/14/13 

04/07/92 Donald Suddath-21 years 

04/18/88 Dwight Miller-15 Years 

04/15/09 Michael Weir-4 years 

04/19/11 Dustin Miller-2 years 

04/11/12 Roberto Padilla-1 year 

04/11/12 Adam Wade-1 year 

04/03 Chris Mason 

04/12 Donald Suddath 

04/13 Michael Weir 

04/13 Charles Harris 

04/14 Richard Estelow 

04/25 Stephan Smith 
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THE DANGERS OF PICKING UP HITCHHIKERS: 
The days of being a Good Samaritan and giving that world traveler a lift to the next city are long since past. In today’s 
environment, and even prior to 9/11, a truck driver is putting him or herself at risk by stopping for that thumb along the 
highway. 

In an era when cargo theft rings are sophisticated and terrorist activity indicates well-thought-out plans, a seemingly lone 
individual looking for a ride may actually have ulterior motives. Accomplices could be waiting for an unsuspecting driver 
down the road to hijack his or her truck. This ploy is just one possible scenario to create a coerced hijacking. 

Even if the hitchhiker is working alone, outside of an organized family of cargo thieves, a driver doesn’t know what 
weapon might be in that knapsack or purse. Unorganized or lone cargo thieves tend to be bolder and will not hesitate to 
hurt, or even kill, a driver to get what they want. 

Knowing the law 

If a driver is compelled to stop for a hitchhiker, he or she is not only creating a major security risk, but also violating the 
FMCSRs. The regulations are very clear on who is allowed in commercial motor vehicles. A driver needs to apply 
§392.60, which state the following: 

A passenger, who is from outside the company, must have written permission listing his or her name, the starting and 
ending point of the trip, and the date the authorization expires. 
 
  This means a spouse, child, or friend could accompany your driver if the organization approves. 

 Individuals who are currently employed or assigned to help with the load by the motor carrier are not required to 
have written permission to be transported. 

 Persons who are rendered assistance due to an accident or other emergency do not need authorization to ride in the 
vehicle. 

 This regulation, however, does not apply to a commercial motor vehicles controlled and operated by a farmer. 

  A motor carrier’s driver needs to realize that a kindhearted gesture could result in physical harm and/or cargo theft. 

POST TRIP INSPECTIONS 

 

All drivers must do a post trip inspection. We no longer have to fill out the hand written form. You 
can now do it on the satellite. Go to forms and it is listed as DVIR . This must be done every day 
you operate the truck. No Exceptions. I get a report every week of  the drivers that are not doing 
this. 

This is now an easy way to do post trip inspections so please get in the habit of  sending one each 
day you operate the truck. 
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Frank Yaccarino 

 

Congratulations  

for being this 
month’s  violation 
free winner and  re-
ceiving a $25 Gift 
certificate!  

Driver now  entered in a drawing to win  

$1500 towards a vacation! 

 

If you know a Class A CDL driver that you feel would be a good fit for Hoffman Transport, please get in contact with me.  All I 
need is a name and a phone number.  I will contact them, qualify them and get them here.  You get paid $200 a month (every 
month) for 1 year as long as the driver remains a Full Time Active driver… 

 

…Obviously, if the driver leaves for any reason or goes Part Time, the payments cease. 

 

Payments start after the driver’s 90-day probationary period.   

This is an awesome way to recruit new drivers into our fleet and make some extra money at the same time.   

 

My direct line is 1-888-726-9373.  Please see me for business cards that you can pass out to drivers on the road. 

 

Thanks and drive safe, 

Ryan Swope 

Driver Referral Program 

Refer a driver.  Get paid $2,400.00 
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Dennis Ratliff 
DOH: 02/27/13 

 

Wayne Schrader 
DOH: 03/06/13 

 

 

Richard Estelow 
DOH: 02/27/13 

Ray Hall 
DOH:  03/20/13 

 

Claude Flager 
DOH:  03/20/13 

 

Charles Moore 
DOH:  03/11/13 

 

Heather Jerin 
DOH: 03/18/13 

Receptionist 
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An accident.  No apparent injuries.  Just some bent metal and broken glass on your vehicle. 

 

As a professional driver you know that, despite being labeled “minor”, the mere occurrence of an accident means potential problems.  
Even if it is not your fault, it means time, money, and headaches. 

 

I have found that proper actions, from the beginning, can help to minimize the problems arising from the accident.  While these sug-
gestions are common sense, they are often forgotten in the post-accident fog. 

 

You are the first line of defense in a potential lawsuit.  You can control the legal damage by properly handling the situation and 
maintaining the discipline to perform in the following manner. 

 

Proper handling of these matters from the outset can make the difference between dealing with some paperwork and having a trial 
for the other driver’s injuries.  Maintaining the discipline to perform in this manner can make a major difference. 

 

BE CALM—An accident is upsetting, particularly for a professional driver such as yourself who takes pride in your operation of 
your vehicle.  However, those emotions can only serve to inflame the situation…and the other driver.  Stay calm.  Take a deep breath 
before you exit the cab.  If the other driver lets loose a barrage of epithets, let them go.  Then calmly approach dealing with the situa-
tion. There is no need to inflame the situation or the other driver.  Do you know what you call a ticked-off other driver?  Plaintiff.  
Be calm. 

 

BE COURTEOUS—Don’t vent on the other driver.  First, your comments and actions will only be replayed, and exaggerated, in 
later legal proceedings. The other driver’s testimony will paint you as some maniacal trucker.  Second, it will only serve to force the 
other driver to demand that the police to choose sides and/or press charges.  Third, you are only creating a grudge that the other 
driver feels a need to settle, often by filing suit.  Be polite and courteous.  Use your opportunity to defuse the situation. 

 

BE QUIET—You cannot talk yourself out of a situation.  You can talk yourself into one.  I have seen a comment by a driver trying 
to explain why he rear-ended a car lead to charges of homicide by vehicle.  Be quiet.  What you don’t say won’t hurt you.  Don’t talk 
about fault.  Don’t give an excuse as to why you did or did not do something.  Tell the officer the barest basic facts of accident.  Say 
nothing more than necessary.  Like a forward pass in football, a number of things can happen and only one of them is good.  Be 
quiet. 

 

BE RESPECTFUL—The police officer is the first line in the criminal process.  You gain nothing, and lose everything, if you alien-
ate him with attitude.  Your respect can go a long way to defusing any preconception he may have as to truckers.  It may be the dif-
ference between getting and not getting a ticket.  “Yes, sir” and “yes, m’am” can go a long way. 

 

DOCUMENT—You are the first investigator on the scene.  Take notes about the accident.  Note the lanes and speeds, resting points 
and skid marks.  Keep a disposable camera in your cab.  Photograph damage, tire marks, resting place of vehicles, or other keep 
physical evidence.  Do not photograph people, particularly if injured.  It is not only insensitive, but it also serves only to inflame the 
situation.  Get the names and addresses of witnesses. 

 

WRAP UP—Get finality.  Make sure the people in the other vehicle(s) are not injured and have said so to the police and/or medics.  
Make sure you know your status with the police.  Make every effort to know what you are facing when you leave the situation.  I 
don’t know about you, but as a transportation attorney I cannot stand surprises.  Avoid them by wrapping up before you head down 
the road. 

 

If you can remember and maintain the discipline to perform in this manner, you may not be able to avoid all problems from an acci-
dent.  However, you will surely avoid inflaming the situation and causing yourself unnecessary problems.  Good luck. 
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Late Paperwork 
 

Our customers insist on receiving invoices promptly. 

 

All paperwork MUST be turned into the office immediately when a driver returns to the yard.  If the driver is going to be out 3 
days or longer his paperwork must be Federal Expressed to the office. 

 

If you fail to hand your paperwork in a $25.00 fine will be imposed for each and every day that your paperwork is not 
turned in 

 

Following is a list of the items that are to be turned in for each trip.  The trip number should me marked on each item also. 

 

Logs 

Receipts 

Mileage Forms 

Tolls 

Lumper Receipts 

Detention Slips 

Loading & Unloading Forms 

 

Please help us as well as yourself by getting your paperwork to us immediately. 

Does the policy below look familiar?   It should.  Each driver signed this at some time during 
their employment here at Hoffman Transport.  For whatever reason I am constantly reminding 
drivers that we need the fuel receipts you get when fueling anywhere but here at the terminal.  
Effective immediately I will be enforcing this policy.  When you see this $25.00 cost come out 
of your paycheck remember YOUR negligence is the cause.  If you can not obtain a receipt for 
fuel at any over the road fuel station, write it down on a piece of paper and turn that in with 
your paperwork and the charge will be avoided. 

 

Thank You, 

Bridget 
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Half-Pregnant? 

 

 Have you ever known someone that has only been half-pregnant?  Of course not!  
This is the same way with running legal.  You’re either Legal or your not.  Almost legal 
is the same as half-pregnant, it’s doesn’t happen in life. 

 

Lately, we have had multiple occurrences where people have run over their driving time 
by 10 to 15 minutes due to poor planning.  Our goal is to be 100% DOT compliant and 
eliminate all violations.  Achieving this goal is a daily, combined effort by all employees 
at Hoffman Transport.  Please do you best to eliminate all infractions and avoid a trip to 
the safety office. 

 

On a side note, our CSA score has been steadily improving since the 1st of the year.  We 
have had numerous violation free inspections over the last 3 months.  Thanks to every-
one for your dedication and hard-work. 

 

Chris 

  

 We are seeing an influx of drivers sending messages in bulk instead of when they are happening. While this 
is obviously the incorrect way of sending messages, drivers may not know why. The messages you send, automati-
cally update the digital trip information on your load. By sending your arrivals and departs correctly, this updates 
the trip at the correct times and saves time. When dispatch sees that the messages come through in bulk, it disrupts 
your sleep and your wallet. If we come across and need an update for a broker, we look into your load to see how 
you are progressing. When the messages aren’t sent, we have to call you to see your progress. Most of the time this 
results in a driver being woken up on a load he had already finished. As you all know, when on the road sleep is 
very valuable, and we don’t like interrupting it, however if the customer needs information, we don’t have a choice. 
The same problem occurs if you hurry and send all messages at once, we don’t know when you arrived or when you 
left so you have to be called. 

This also interferes with your detention time! When sending all your messages at once, we see that you arrived at 
16:00, and departed at 16:01, got to the next stop at 16:02, and were done at 16:03. Your appointment may have 
been at 11:00, but all we see is you were late, and they unloaded you very quickly. In this event, we aren’t going to 
try and charge detention, because obviously you don’t get any for being late, or for being at a stop for a minute. Re-
member if we don’t have the right times, we can’t charge! So by not sending the messages correctly, you’ve wasted 
your time, and taken money from your wallet. So please, make sure your taking the time to correctly send your 
messages when they happen. 

 

Thank You, 

Branden 
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Across 

1. Grub 

2. Pasture 

3. Conference USA Member 

4. _____-Vac 

 

Down 

1. Infectious Diseases 

2. Vow 

3. Cookie Brand 

4. Actor Johnny ______ 

 

1 2 3 4 

  

Some Really Great Aprils Fools’ Hoax... 

The Hoax:   Originated in a full page advertisement in “USA Today”  in 
1998.   Their new product consisted of a new twist on an old classic.  
Their “new” burger now came in a left-handed version where the condi-
ment had been shifted 180 degrees in order to satisfy those left-handed 
eaters.   Which burger did Burger King spice up by creating the left-
handed masterpiece?    The Whopper.    

Many excited left-handed customers ordered the special left-handed sand-
wich.  Many right handed customers demanded that a special right-
handed sandwich be created for them also.   

The Hoax:   Happened in Sweden in 1962.  Their only television station 
at the time broadcasted in black and white.  Their technical expert then  
appeared on the news and announced that you could start receiving color 
on  your existing TV set by simply stretching what material over the 
screens of your TV?   Nylon.    

According to the Museum of Hoaxes, hundreds of thousands of the 7 
million people fell for this prank. 

The Hoax:  British news show “Panorama” in 1957.  Broadcast re-
ported a particularly good harvest of a Swiss crop.  The harvest had 
been a result of a mild winter, and vivid pictures were shown of peo-
ple picking the crop off of trees.  What crop was being picked off the 
trees?  Spaghetti.   

 

Many viewers called in and asked how they could grow their own 
spaghetti trees. They where reportedly told to “place a sprig of spa-
ghetti in a tin of tomato sauce and hope for the best”. 


