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Tom Rauser is the Driver of the Month for April 2014.  Tom has been 
an employee with Hoffman Transport, Inc. since July 2009.  Tom 
does a great job making on‐time deliveries and pick‐ups.  Congratu‐
lations Tom for  a job well done. 

Thomas Rauser 
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*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get a 
copy of your new license to Safety before it 
expires. Failure to do this WILL result in 
discipline.  

In 1998, fast food giant Burger King introduced a “Left-Handed Whopper” as an April Fool’s Day prank. The burger sup-
posedly included the usual condiments in Burger King’s original Whopper sandwich, but these were “rotated 180 degrees” 
to suit left-handed customers.  

Month Day Name 

4 3 Mason, Chris 

4 8 Cooper, Damian 

4 12 Suddath, Donald 

4 13 Weir, Michael 

4 13 Harris, Charles 

4 15 Whittington, Brian 

4 18 Waxter, David 

4 25 Smith, Stephan 

   

Month Year DOH Driver Name  

4 1988 04/18/88 Miller, Dwight 26 

4 2009 04/15/09 Weir, Michael 5 

4 2011 04/19/11 Miller, Dustin 3 

     

Driver  Appt. Date 

Carbaugh, David  4/11/14 @ 3:00pm 

Favors, Matthew  4/15/14 @ 3:00pm 

Reitz, Timothy  4/1/14 @ 9:00am 

Shives, Alan  3/28/14 @ 3:00pm 

Driver  Expiration Date 
   

Whittington, Brian  4/15/2014 
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Two years before Burger King’s prank, another fast food chain, Taco Bell, pulled a huge prank on Americans on April 
Fool’s Day. In full-page ads in major newspapers in the US, Taco Bell claimed it had purchased the Liberty Bell and 
renamed it the Taco Liberty Bell  

A Truck Driver’s Duty Of Care 

 

 The courts have taken an increasingly more stringent look at accidents involving trucks.  
One jury recently returned a hefty verdict against a trucking company involved in an accident, 
with one juror remarking that the size of the verdict was meant to send a message to truckers.  
Because the potential for serious injury is so great whenever a truck collides with a passenger 
vehicle, higher expectations are placed on  the drivers of trucks to encourage safe driving. 

 

 What this means in practical terms is that a truck driver is required to exercise greater 
care when operating a truck than when he is driving his car into work.  As a professional 
driver, courts expect that he is more familiar with the effect of things like stopping distances 
and weather conditions.  Passenger car drivers, on the other hand, may not be as knowledge-
able with respect to a truck’s turning limitations (like when they creep up along the truck’s 
right rear quarter) and its greater stopping distance.  Thus, what may not violate a duty of care-
ful driving for a passenger car driver may well constitute negligent driving for a truck driver. 

 

 The lesson to be learned for both trucking companies and their drivers is simple.  Drive 
as if prepared to persuade a jury that you were well aware of what traffic was doing around 
you, that you had full control over the vehicle at all times, that you were maintaining the 
proper distance between the truck and other vehicles, and, above all, that you did not violate 
any motor vehicle laws in the operation of the vehicle.  And for employers, a safe-driving 
training program, in conjunction with an awards program for safe driving, are solid pluses in 
defending against lawsuits. 
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4 
There's something fishy going on in France. Kids fool their friends by taping a paper fish to their backs. When the 
victim discovers the fish, the prankster yells "Poisson d'Avril!" (April Fish!)  

Safety Memos 

 

Drivers, you will now start to see bi-monthly Safety Memos being emailed to you, put in your driver mailbox, stapled to your paperwork or 
left at the guard shack. 

 

These are very important.  These memos will cover a variety of timely information from Hoffman Transport, Inc., the FMCSA and the De-
partment of Transportation. 

 

The idea behind this is simply to train, and retrain. 

 

Please read over the top portion of the memorandum and if you have any questions, contact the Safety Department.  Once you have read and 
understand, sign and date the bottom portion and turn it in to Safety.  We will file it in your personnel file.  You can keep the top portion for 
your own reference and records. 

 

You will get two per month. 

 

If I do not have your email and you want them emailed to you, please feel free to email me at rswope@hoffmantransport.com or call me with 
your email address and I can add you to my contact list. 

 

Thanks 

 

Ryan Swope 

Reading Backhaul Messages 

 

A lot of factors are considered each night as I decide what each driver will pickup once their delivery is complete.  These factors 
include the type of trailer each driver will have, what time each driver will get empty, how many hours each driver will have left 
to drive / work when empty, etc.  I am forced to make educated guesses to get answers to many of these questions. 

 

Once I decide which driver picks up each load, I will start sending out backhaul assignments, usually between 1600 and 1800 
each afternoon for the following day.  At this time, most drivers are not available on the phone as most are resting before their all 
night run.  Therefore, the only way I have to communicate the information needed to successfully pickup and deliver each back-
haul is via a text message sent with the each load assignment.  The text message will always begin with the word “Backhaul.” 

 

I need each one of you to open and read these text messages that begin with the word “Backhaul” with EVERY NEW LOAD 
ASSIGNMENT.  These messages contain information you will need to pickup and deliver this new load assignment, including 
trailer type required, pickup times (whether by appointment or first come, first serve), live load vs. drop and hook pickup, and 
delivery information. 

 

Thank you for your increased efforts in reading these messages; they are sent to you to help everyone operate as efficiently as 
possible. 
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In Portugal, April Fools' Day is actually celebrated on the Sunday and Monday before Lent.  The big trick there? 
Throwing flour at your friend's face.  

Drew Sheaffer 

                      3/10/2014 

Ward Phillips 

     3/10/2014 

Daniel Rife 

3/19/2014 
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Americans buy more than 700 million MARSHMALLOW PEEPS during the Easter holiday, which makes Peeps the most 
popular non-chocolate Easter candy  

Art Fickes 

Bill Fitz 

Bill Harper 

Bill Woods 

Bob Kring 

Brad Melzer 

Brian Whittingtion 

Cliff Harry 

Dave Carbaugh 

Dennis Ratliff 

Eric Harry 

Frank Yaccarino 

Jeff Shives 

John Minkema 

John Tabler 

Mike Weir 

Phil Dumas 

Scott Waxter 

Steve Pastore 

Tom Cusic 

Tom Rauser 

Warren Mongold 

Al Shenk 

Charles Harris 

Chris Lee 

David Bernhardt 

David Robinson 

Doug Ledford 

Eric Shorter 

James Kinaro 

Jeff Mather 

Ken Roberts 

Mark Thurston 

Melvin Shelton 

Merle Wolf 

Robert Striplin 

Robert Wall 
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In all, 90 million chocolate Easter bun-
nies are made for Easter every year. And, when taking a bite into one of those millions of chocolate bunnies, 76% of 
Americans prefer to bite off the ears first, while 5% eat the feet first and 4% eat the tail first.  

WHAT IS DEFENSIVE DRIVING? 
 

Simply stated it’s anticipating the mistakes that other motorist will make 

while not making mistakes yourself. Listed below are some helpful defen-

sive driving tips. 

 

 Stay alert to changes by looking well ahead, keep a constant visual scan 
going (get the big picture) 

 Increase following distance and reduce speed as traffic congestion in-
creases 

 Recognize potential problems and situations, take appropriate action to 
deal with them 

 Always have a plan to deal with potential problems (leave yourself an 
out) in plain words don’t get caught with your pants down 

The above all apply to highway, city, as well as truck stops and loading ar-
eas 

 

YOU MAY NEVER KNOW ABOUT THE CRASH YOU PREVENTED! 
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Common Easter symbols include the Cross, Easter Bells, the Easter Lily, and of course, Eggs and Rabbits!  

A lot of people don sunglasses to look “cool.” But for many truck drivers, proper eye protection is a tool they wouldn’t leave home with-
out. 
 
Drivers can use eye-protection technology to guard themselves against cataracts, retinal burning and eyestrain by making judicious 
choices about their shades. 
To protect the eyes properly, sunglasses should filter ultraviolet light — both UV-A and UV-B — at 100 percent. But that’s not all they 
can do. Some experts claim proper shades and glare-reduction windshields can improve the personalities of clinically fatigued and 
depressed professional drivers. That, clearly, would make you not only healthier, but also safer behind the wheel. 
 
Experts agree, and experts disagree. It seems that when it comes to shades there are some facts to consider before you buy, but 
personal preference may be the biggest factor. Especially since you are likely to keep wearing shades you are comfortable with. 
 
Some of the most effective shades to help keep your eyes healthy and comfortable while you drive are photo chromic sunglasses that 
darken in response to intensified light. This eyewear will not darken in a vehicle because the windshield filters UV light. Now a new 
development called SPD, or suspended particle device technology, promises to eradicate this problem and also allow lenses to react 
much faster to changes in light. 

 

Tinted lenses 
 

Tom Menzell, an owner-operator from Mequon, Wis., keeps three pairs of sunglasses on the dash of his truck. All are Ray-Ban brand, 
but they have different tinted lenses. 
 
According to Menzell, the yellow lenses, “make things jump out. They give more contrast, especially on hazy days.” He also carries a 
brown-tinted pair that changes tint as light conditions change and a very dark pair for looking up into direct sunlight when he is operat-
ing the crane attached to his flatbed. “Sunglasses are tools,” Menzell said. “The dark pair is the only pair that work looking up into di-
rect sunlight.” 
 
The color tint of lenses is important to many drivers whether they are driving in the bright sunlight of the desert Southwest or along the 
ice roads just south of the Arctic Circle. 

Plastic vs. glass 
 

Menzell is particular when it comes to eyewear and eye care. The shades he wants usually do not come off the shelf in a convenience 
store or pharmacy. “I go to mom-and-pop sporting goods stores that still stock old Ray-Bans with USA stamped on them. The newer 
glasses don’t have any indication where they were made. The USA's are much better quality.” Menzell says he likes the superior opti-
cal quality of the real glass he finds in Ray-Bans. 
 
There are, however, many sunglass wearers who prefer plastic lenses. Polycarbonate, or plastic, lenses may be chosen for weight 
savings. And these lenses can have a polarizing coating to reduce glare. 

Stylishly practical 
 

Weight and color are only two things to consider when you are looking for shades that protect and enhance your vision. The variety of 
sunglasses available means you can find the style you want without sacrificing the visual benefits of quality lenses 

For example, Tom Mattfield, who turns the West Coast out of Minnesota regularly, likes wraps. “I wear wraps because I don’t like light 
coming in from the sides,” he says. The wrapped look also reduces wind exposure.  
 
While the wrap-around design offers added protection, the curvature of the lens makes the creation of optically correct lenses more 
difficult. According to Sportsvisionbend.com, “Precise contouring provides the best possible equalization between each point along the 
arc of a lens and the wearer’s eyes. This minimizes distortion at all angles of vision.”  
 
Oakley shades use a technology it developed, called Polaric Ellipsoid geometry, to achieve this effect. Wraps also have other advan-
tages for certain applications. Drivers who find themselves working outside, unloading for example, may like wraps from Oakley called 
Frogskins that have ear and nose pieces which increase their grip as they become wet with perspiration.  
 
Technology has allowed the creation of frames that are not only light and extremely strong, but fit well under normal as well as ad-
verse conditions. 
 

 
 

Smart Driving 

                                                    The Eyes Have It   
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Chris Wilde at Sportsvisionbend.com remarks that brands like “Maui Jims and Oakleys are very popular among drivers. The 
Maui Jims have polarizing coating on both the front and rear of the lens to reduce glare very effectively. Nearly all sunglasses 
have protection against ultraviolet light,  
 
According Tyson, a high percentage of glare comes from horizontal surfaces like water or a lonely stretch of highway. The light 
assumes a horizontal angle as it strikes the eye. Polarized lenses allow only vertically polarized light to enter the eye, reducing 
glare. Tyson notes that it is advisable to test shades advertising they are polarized by tilting the head from side to side to see if 
glare comes and goes as the angle of vision changes. 
 
Professional drivers must consider sunglasses a tool. Their glare-reduction abilities alone provide a measure of safety.  
 
Like cowboy hats, shades may appear to be affectations to some. But like the proverbial Stetson, which keeps rain from drip-
ping down the neck and shields the face from sun, sunglasses perform a vital function. 

 
 
Enhance Your Glance 
 
1. Sunglasses are tools. They do more than make you look brutally handsome. Choose your eyewear carefully. 
 
2. Snow can reflect a great deal of light. It can blind a driver as easily as looking into the sun. Try those yellow or amber shades 
for driving on bright winter days. 
 
3. Shades come in many varieties. Consider having more than one pair to protect your eyes in varying light conditions. 

4. Consider spending more to get polarizing lenses. They cut glare from flat surfaces like highways very effectively. 
 
5. If you like the photo chromic lenses, be aware they do not work in vehicles unless the windshield has a light valve or other 
technology that allows UV light to enter the cab. Mirrored shades will cut light from above and give you more ability to see 
straight ahead. 
 
6. Sunglasses can get heavy during a long day’s drive. If you are sensitive to weight you might want to try polycarbonate 
lenses. 
 
7. Be cool.  
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Driver Vehicle Inspection Reports 

 
Every professional driver knows a safe and efficient run begins and ends with a quality inspection.  Not only is it a good 
idea, but it’s also federally mandated.  The FMCSA details the regulations covering Driver Vehicle Inspection Reports in 
their handbook.  (396.11 and 396.13) The focus of the rules is to ensure that every commercial motor vehicle on our na-
tion’s highways is in safe operating condition. 

 

At a minimum, 396.11 requires that all drivers finish their workday by preparing a written report detailing the condition 
of the vehicle or vehicles they operated that day. 

 

These reports are key to ensuring a vehicle safe to operate.   
 
Hoffman Transport, Inc. abides by the guidelines set by the FMCSA.  In order to do that daily and stay compliant, all of 
our drivers must do a daily DVIR.  It used to be done on paper and handed in, but now with the Peoplenet system, you 
can do it right from the comfort of your truck. 

 

You must do a DVIR daily.  Do it along with your Post-Trip inspection if that will be easier to remember.  The “sent” 
DVIR’s go directly to the shop manager.  If you have an issue, they will take care of it.   But, whether you have an issue 
or not, you have to do one daily. 

 

Below is step by step instructions on Peoplenet DVIRS and how to do them: 

 

 From your Home Screen, click MESSAGING.  Then Click CREATE FORM. 

 Scroll to the bottom of the form list and click DVIR TRUCK TRAILER, then hit OK. 

 Now, all you need to do is fill in the blanks - - - Your DRIVER CODE, your most recent trailer, and the trailer hub 
(always put in “0”). 

 If you do not have any defects on the truck or trailer, hit NO and then hit send.  You are finished. 

If you have defects, then follow the rest of the prompts for the truck and the trailer.  Every box has to be filled in before 
it will let you send it. 

 

This is MANDATORY.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the safety department. 

 

Thanks 

 

Ryan Swope 
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