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John Jolicoeur is Hoffman Transport, Inc.’s Driver of the Month.  John has been part of 

the Hoffman Transport family since September of 2016.  John has been a great addi-

tion.  He runs regional freight for Hoffman and has a good safety record with us.  If you 

see John at a customer or on the yard, please congratulate him on a job well done. 

  

John, stop up and see Ryan for a special Thank You from Hoffman Transport. 

John Jolicoeur  



 

 

 

*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to provide a copy of 

your new license to Safety before it expires. Failure 

to do this WILL result in discipline.  

Remember to take your new medical card to the DMV to get it 
synced to your license 

Carpenter Ken  4 years 

DeJernett Jacob 1 year 

Hubbard James 2 years 

Weir Michael 9 years 

Wolfe Ronald 1 year 

Scott Derrick 3 years 

Hartley Chryle 3 years 

Peck Barry  April 01 

Mason Chris  April 03 

Cooper Damian  April 08 

Swope Lloyd  April 11 

Harris Charles  April 13 

Weir Michael  April 13 

Whittington Brian  April 15 

Shelter Joshua  April 18 

Waldis Larry  April 18 

West Michael  April 19 

Thomas Donna  April 30 

Weir, Michael 4/13/2018 

Fickes, Art  4/30/2018 

Fitz, Kenneth  4/4/18 @ 4pm 

McClanhan, Jerry 4/4/18 @ 7:30am 
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The quality of a person’s life is in direct proportion to their commitment to excellence, 

regardless of their chosen field of endeavor. 

— Vincent T. Lombardi (1913—1970) 

Team 1 

* Top10% Top 50% MPG Trk Name 

1 $100.00 $50.00 7.34 351 Dejernett, J 

2 $100.00 $50.00 7.33 336 Kelbaugh, E 

3   $50.00 7.24 350 Fitz, K 

4   $50.00 7.17 394 Pheabus, A 

5   $50.00 7.04 395 Shelter, J 

6   $50.00 7.03 392 Carey, D 

7   $50.00 6.91 341 Johnson, J 

8  $50.00 6.75 338 Carpenter, K 

9  $50.00 6.71 346 Davy, J 

10  $50.00 6.68 393 Horton, N 

11  $50.00 6.57 384 Pheabus, G 

Team 2 

* Top 10% Top 50% MPG Trk Name 

1   $50.00 7.72 398 Cooper, D 

2   $50.00 7.71 413 Wolf, M 

3   $50.00 7.56 397 Dib, J 

4  $50.00 7.56 410 Waldis, L 

5  $50.00 7.53 418 Jolicoueur, J 

6  $50.00 7.40 405 Fickes, A 

Below are the Performance Bonus Winners for February 2018.  If you see your name, please see Ryan to 

collect your winnings.   

Detention Forms 

I just wanted to send a friendly reminder to remember to turn in those Detention forms.   I have been filling out 

a lot here lately.  If you don’t fill them out you don’t get paid.  The most common is for Taylor Farms- if you 

are at any stop for 2.5 hrs you get Detention.  Please fill out those forms so you get paid.   

 

Thanks 

Mary Jo 



 

 

 

Aaron Thomas 

Aaron Wieland 

Adam Shade 

Alan Shives 

Al Shenk 

Andrew Pheabus 

Angelia Miller 

Art Fickes 

Barry Peck 

Bill Dunigan 

Bill Fitz 

Bill Woods 

Brad Plunkard 

Brian Whittington 

Charles Carpenter 

Chris Varner 

Cliff Harry 

Corey Grantham 

Curtis Brandle 

Daryl Anders 

Dave Krause 

David Swartz 

David Testa 

Dennis Ratliff 

Dennis Yokum 

Dewayne Mills 

Doug Carey 

Doug Herrington 

Doug Ledford 

Drew Vignali 

Eddie Kelbaugh 

Edward Hoffman 

Eric Harry 

Eric Shorter 

Gregory Dennis 

Greg Kashuba 

Greg Pheabus 

Jacob Dejernett 

James Frankton 

James Minor 

Jason Dib 

Jason Williams 

Jeff Davis 

Jeff Mather 

Jerry Mclanahan 

Jim Mellott 

John Jolicoeur 

John Tabler 

Jon Youmans 

Jose Coreas 

Joshua Johnson 

Karl Wenzl 

Ken Stahl 

Lonn Stevenson 

Merle Wolf 

Mike Weir 

Nick Horton 

Paul Demers 

Phil Dumas 

Randy Schultz 

Raymond Davy 

Ronald Lockhart 

Ronald Wolfe 

Steve Pastore 

Tom Cusic 

Trevor Eccleston 

Wayne Arbogast 

Drivers with no more than 1 HOS violation under 10 minutes, no more than 1 missed fuel stop, and no more than 2 fuel stop-

offs within 5 minutes. 

Carl Young 

Damian Cooper 

David Ridley 

Josh Crosco 

Keith Williams 

Ken Roberts 

Larry Waldis 

Norma Holmes 

Tyler Belcher 

# of Drivers 
Number of    

Drivers in each 
% Category 

81 67 83% Violation Free 

81 9 11% Honorable Mention 

81 5 6% Not Applicable 



 

 

 With Spring and Summer quickly approaching, we are all ready to come out of the winter blues.  That 

also means that travel and traffic will be increasing as well.  Now is the time before the roadways become 

even more congested with vacationers, that we take a look at our driving habits as a Professional driver.   

 Statistics have estimated an increase of over 27% in traffic congestion beginning as early as April 1st.  

As a professional driver it is important that we keep ourselves in check before the public does.  Extra mirror 

checks when changing lanes, increasing following distances, being sure to use signals, and spending a few 

extra minutes to properly Pre-trip our vehicle before moving, or after loading or unloading.  It is imperative 

that we “set the example” as a whole.  

 It is extremely important that you remember, you are not only an ambassador to your Profession, but 

most importantly to yourself and your company.  Think back to when you were a few years old, on vacation 

in the back of the station wagon, and giving that driver the inevitable “arm pump” to hear that horn blow.  

And when it happened, the smile and excitement that you felt when the driver did it.  Now ask yourself; 

would you still be as proud and excited as Little Johnny if you were giving the arm pump to yourself, know-

ing the driving habits you have now? 

 The goal is that everyone remain safe and aware, and not give the public another reason to see dis-

grace in an industry that has taken the fall for many “unprofessional drivers”.  Don’t become a Highway data 

statistic.  Stay safe.   

Sunny Days in Our Future  
 

 I’m sure everyone is just as anxious as me to be done with the winter 
weather.  The last couple of  months have been down right brutal on all of  us.  
They tested our resolve, but we persevered and excelled in the face of  adversity.    

  
 I want to thank everyone for their efforts as we dealt with storm after storm.  This op-
eration is held together by your efforts and commitment to excellence.  I feel privileged to 
work with individuals as dedicated as yourselves. 
  

 The warm weather is upon us and our future is bright.  Our business is booming and 
rates are going up.  Thank you all for your hard work.  



 

 

Distracted Driving and Mobile Devices 
 

It’s sad that I have to take time out of a busy day to talk about mobile phones and its distractions to our fleet of drivers.   

 

Facebook and distracted driving has been a hot topic around here lately.  Facebook is not totally to blame.  Distracted driv-

ing doesn’t start or end with Facebook.  Texting, Twitter, Snapchat, Youtube, etc, etc, etc,… are all distractions.   

 

I want to be clear, I am not blaming Facebook, texting, Twitter, etc,…  Distracted driving is on the driver.   

 

I feel compelled to talk about this topic from a couple different standpoints.  The first is the law.  What does the law say 

about using a hand-held device while driving?  The second is our policy regarding hand-held devices.  The third is the dan-

gers and risks of using a hand-held device while driving, and the statistics to back this up.  The fourth is a true story re-

garding a now former Hoffman driver.   

 

The law.   

 

FMCSA restricts the use of all hand-held mobile devices by drivers of commercial 

motor vehicles.  This rule restricts a CMV driver from holding a mobile device to 

make a call, or dialing by pressing more than a single button.   

 

Definition of The use of a hand-held mobile device means: 

• Using at least one hand to hold a mobile phone to make a call; 

• Dialing a mobile phone by pressing more than a single button; or 

Reaching for a mobile phone in a manner that requires a driver to maneuver so that 

he or she is no longer in a seated driving position, restrained by a seat belt. 

 

The fines and penalties are strict with these violations.  Penalties can be up to $2,750 

for drivers and up to $11,000 for employers who allow drivers to use hand-held de-

vices while driving. 

 

Multiple violations can result in a driver disqualification by the FMCSA or by the 

MVA.   

 

Our policy. 

 
Page 7 under Infractions Resulting in Termination in the Driver Handbook says: 

 

• Using a hand-held device while driving.  This is a Federal Law as well as com-

pany policy. 

 This is a zero tolerance policy.  Infractions will result in disciplinary action in-

cluding, but not limited to, suspension or termination. 

 

Dangers, Risks, Stats. 



 

 

If you Google Facebook and driving related deaths, a lot of news pops up.  And since this has been a hot topic here lately, 

here are some timely news articles regarding motorist deaths related to Facebook and Smartphones.   

1. Fox 8 News in North Carolina posted a story last year regarding a woman who posted to Facebook seconds before her 

fatal crash on 85 in High Point, NC.  She posted a video, coincidentally the song “Happy”, to Facebook seconds before 

she crossed the median and hit a truck head-on. 

2. October of 2017, Bloomberg posted an article entitled, “Smartphones are Killing Americans, But Nobody’s Counting.” 

a. It mentions a crash that killed a young mother when a 20-year-old college student ran a red light while on his 

cell phone and struck her vehicle. 

b. Motor vehicles deaths in 2016 were up 5.6% from 2015. 

c. In 2016, more than 100 people died everyday in vehicle related crashes in the U.S.  This was a record. 

d. In 2015, 448 deaths were linked to mobile phones.  But, most researchers feel that number is low and could 

possibly be triple that number. 

3. The Sun posted an article in July 2017 regarding a woman who live streamed her own death on Facebook.  She was 

live-streaming herself driving, doing 74 mph.  She struck a barrier and her death was on Facebook for all to see. 

a. You can actually Google “Facebook live stream deaths” and not only come across this article, but hundreds of 

other articles of people live streaming themselves driving and dying. 

4. C/Net reported back in March 2015 that a woman was involved in an automobile accident where she wrecked and 

killed her daughter and two nieces because she was distracted chatting with someone on Facebook Messenger.  She 

lived.  They checked her phone.  She was charged with homicide. 

5. Fortune posted an article in 2015 entitled, “Why this Could Be the Deadliest Driving Year in Nearly a Decade.” 

a. One thing researchers in this article agree on is the role of cell phones in accidents. 

b. The NSC (National Safety Council) estimates one in four car crashes involve a cell phone. 

6. Michigan Auto Law posted an article back in 2013 regarding “How Facebook Could Harm Your Auto Accident Case.” 

a. They advise you to stop using social media immediately. 

b. Lawyers will eat up social media when it comes to automobile accidents. 

 

Don’t Let This Happen to You. 

 
A former Hoffman Transport, Inc. driver rolled a truck in NY the beginning of this year.  He admitted to the police officer 

and to us that he was on his cell phone texting right before he rolled the truck.  It is truck 388 and it is sitting on our yard 

behind the reefers where the other old, damaged, scrap trucks are sitting.  It is a stark reminder of what can happen in an 

instant.  The driver was cited for the violation, lost his job and now has that violation and accident on his MVR and PSP 

report.  He has a list of fines to pay.  As for us, the truck is a total loss.  The trailer and the freight that was on it was a total 

loss.   

 

Let me repeat this once more:  Hoffman Transport, Inc. has a zero tolerance policy on using a cell phone while driving.   

 

If you are caught using a hand-held device, you will get at minimum, a week off.  If you are cited for it, you will be subject 

to time off, but probably termination.   

 

I can’t stress how serious this is.   

 

Your lives and other peoples’ lives are at risk every time you text and drive, Facebook and drive, etc,…  

 

These things can wait until you are stopped.    



 

 

1. On April Fools Day in 1989, billionaire Richard Branson designed a hot air bal-

loon to look like a UFO and hired a dwarf in an E.T. costume to come out and scare 

whoever was near it when it landed  

 

 

2. In 1996, as an April Fools Day prank, the Taco Bell Corporation took out a full-page ad that appeared in six 

major newspapers saying that it had bought the Liberty Bell and was renaming it the Taco Liberty Bell. The 

National Historic Park in Philadelphia received hundreds of outraged calls.  

 

 

3. On April Fools Day 1997, Wheel of Fortune host Pat Sajak and Jeopardy host Alex Trebek swapped shows 

for the day.  

 

 

4. On April Fools Day 1974, a man hauled 70 tires into the crater of a dormant volcano in Alaska and set them 

on fire, terrifying nearby residents into thinking the volcano was erupting again.  

 

 

5. Gmail first launched on April 1st, 2004. It was widely assumed the service was an April Fools Day joke!  

 

 

6. For April Fools Day in 1998, Burger King took out a full-page ad in the USA, introducing a Whopper de-

signed especially for lefties. The new burger would contain the same ingredients as the original but rotated 

180°. Thousands of customers swarmed BK restaurants requesting the “lefty” Whopper.  

 

 

7. In 2001 on April Fools Day an American intelligence aircraft crashed into a Chinese fighter over Chinese 

territory, sparking a huge international incident. The Chinese pilot’s name was Lt. Cdr. Wang Wei (That’s 

pronounced Wong Way).  

 

 

8. Bacon ice cream was originally created as an April Fools Day joke but then went on to become one of 

Heston Blumenthal’s signature dishes.  

 

 

9. On April Fools Day in France, a common prank is to place a paper fish on the back of an unsuspecting per-

son. When the paper fish is discovered, the victim is declared a “Poisson d’Avril” or “the April Fish.”  

 

 

10. On April Fools Day 2002 NASA posted a picture that proved the moon was made of cheese including expi-

ration date.  



 

 


