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Drew Vignali is Hoffman Transport, Inc.’s February 2017 Driver of the Month.  
Drew has been  employed by Hoffman since August 2015 and has been doing a 
great job ever since.  He is a team player, will do whatever is asked of him, and 
is very safe.  If you see Drew on the yard or at a customer, please congratulate 
him. 

Drew, please come up to the Safety Department for a special thank you.   

Tommy “Drew” Vignali 
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Your Physical is about to expire.  The following need to 
call Bridget so an appointment can be scheduled for you.    

  
Johnson, Josh 

Fitz, Bill 
Clark, Dan 

Ledford, Doug 
Carbaugh, David 

 

Your License is about to expire.  Bridget needs a copy of 
your new one. 
  

Woods, William 
Mongold, Warren 

Shenk, Allen 
 
 
 

*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get a copy of 
your new license to Safety before it expires. Failure 

Johnson Joshua  February 04 

Woods William  February 06 

Green Debbie  February 06 

Carbaugh David  February 13 

Mongold Warren  February 14 

Bernhardt David  February 18 

Stull James  February 18 

Robison Elden  February 19 

Beam Rockwell  February 22 

Dumas Philip  February 28 

Harry Clifford  February 05, 2010 
7yrs 

Ratliff Denny  February 27, 2013 
4yrs 

Dunigan Bill  February 16, 2015 
2yrs 

Young Carl  February 01, 2016 
1yr 

Johnson Joshua  February 22, 2016 
1yr 
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February is the only month that can pass without a full moon. This last     
happened in 1999 and will next happen in 2018.  

The following drivers must stop in and see me regarding their Annual Violation Review.  Remember this is 
required by the DOT so even if you have not had a violation, I still need to see you. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
Dunigan, Bill 
Fickes, Art 

Krause, David 
Mather, Jeff 

Ratliff, Denny 
Rife, Danny 
Shenk, Allen 

Williams, Otis 
Young, Carl 

 
Thank You, 
Bridget 

Due to drivers going in and out of different tractors in December 2016 the fuel bonus program 
has been suspended for December 2016.  Fuel bonus for January 2017 will be doubled.  

 

Thank You, 

Bridget  
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Jason Quesenberry 
1/2/17 

Mike Casto 
1/27/17 

 

Alan Vaughan 
1/10/217 
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(From December 2016) 

Drivers with no more then 1 HOS violation under 10 minutes, no more then 
1 missed fuel stop, and no more then 2 fuel stop offs within 5 minutes. 

***Some of you have moved from the Honorable Mentions Category to the Perfect E-Logs          
Category! Great Job! Keep up the good work! *** 

Art Fickes 
Bill Dunigan 

Bill Fitz 
Bob Kring 

Brian Whittingtion 
Carl Young 

Charles Carpenter 
Charles Palmer 

Chris Ringler 
Corey Grantham 
Curtis Brandle 
Daryl Anders 

Dave Carbaugh 
David Bernhardt 

David Krause 
David Ridley 
Dennis Gesin 
Dennis Ratliff 

Desmond Pantaja 
Doug Carey 

Doug Ledford 
Drew Vignali 
Earl Skyers 

Eddie Kelbaugh 
Eldin Robison 

Eric Harry 
Eric Shorter 

Frank Paterek 
Isaac Litton 

James Frankton 
James Stull 
Jason Kinna 

Jason Williams 
Jerry McClanahan 

John Jolicoeur 
John Tabler 

Jon Youmans 
Josh Johnson 

Karl Wenzl 
Keith Williams 
Ken Roberts 

Ken Stahl 
Mike Weir 

Otis Williams 
Paul Demers 

Raymond Davy 
Steve Pastore 
Tom Pfeiffer 

Wallace Griffey 
Warren Mongold 
Wayne Arbogast 

Al Shenk 
Bill Woods 
Tom Cusic 

Violation Free 
75% 

Honorable 
Mentions 4% 

Not Eligible 21% 
 100% 
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On average, men shell out $130 each on candy, cards, jewelry, flowers and 
dates.  

That’s more than double what women commit to spending.  

Helpful Hints when you have an Accident: 

 

An accident.  No apparent injuries.  Just some bent metal and broken glass on the four-wheeler. 

As a professional driver, you know that, despite being labeled “minor”, the mere occurrence of an accident means potential problems.  Even if it is not 
your fault, it means time, money, and headaches. 

  

I have found that proper actions from the beginning can help to minimize the problems arising from the accident.  While these suggestions are common 
sense, they are often forgotten in the post-accident fog. 

 

You are the first line of defense in a potential lawsuit.  You can control the legal damage by properly handling the situation and maintaining the        
discipline to perform in the following manner. 

 

Proper handling of these matters from the outset can make the difference between dealing with some paperwork and having a trial for the other driver’s 
injuries.  Maintaining the discipline to perform in this manner can make a major difference. 

 

BE CALM—An accident is upsetting, particularly for a professional driver such as yourself who takes pride in your operation of your vehicle.         
However, those emotions can only serve to inflame the situation…and the other driver.  Stay calm.  Take a deep breath before you exit the cab.  If the 
other driver lets loose a barrage of epithets, let them go.  Then calmly approach, dealing with the situation. There is no need to inflame the situation or 
the other driver.  Do you know what you call a ticked-off other driver?  Plaintiff.  Be calm! 

 

BE COURTEOUS—Don’t vent on the other driver.  First, your comments and actions will only be replayed and exaggerated in later legal proceedings. 
The other driver’s testimony will paint you as some maniacal trucker.  Second, it will only serve to force the other driver to demand that the police 
choose sides and/or press charges.  Third, you are only creating a grudge that the other driver feels a need to settle, often by filing suit.  Be polite and 
courteous.  Use your opportunity to defuse the situation. 

 

BE QUIET—You cannot talk yourself out of a situation.  You can talk yourself into one.  I have seen a comment by a driver trying to explain why he 
rear-ended a car lead to charges of homicide by vehicle.  Be quiet.  What you don’t say won’t hurt you.  Don’t talk about fault.  Don’t give an excuse as 
to why you did or did not do something.  Tell the officer the barest basic facts of accident.  Say nothing more than necessary.  Like a forward pass in 
football, a number of things can happen and only one of them is good.  Be quiet. 

 

BE RESPECTFUL—The police officer is the first line in the criminal process.  You gain nothing, and lose everything, if you alienate him with attitude.  
Your respect can go a long way to defusing any preconception he may have as to truckers.  It may be the difference between getting and not getting a 
ticket.  “Yes, sir” and “yes, ma’am” can go a long way. 

 

DOCUMENT—You are the first investigator on the scene.  Take notes about the accident.  Note the lanes and speeds, resting points and skid marks.  
Keep a disposable camera in your cab.  Photograph damage, tire marks, resting place of vehicles, or other physical evidence.  Do not photograph people, 
particularly if injured.  It is not only insensitive, but it also serves only to inflame the situation.  Get the names and addresses of witnesses.  If you take 
pictures with your electronic device send your pictures to sspessard@hoffmantransport.com or bbrager@hoffmantransport.com 

 

WRAP UP—Get finality.  Make sure the people in the other vehicle(s) are not injured and have said so to the police and/or medics.  Make sure you 
know your status with the police.  Make every effort to know what you are facing when you leave the situation.  Avoid them by wrapping up before you 
head down the road. 

 

If you can remember and maintain the discipline to perform in this manner, you may not be able to avoid all problems from an accident.      
However, you will surely avoid inflaming the situation and causing yourself unnecessary problems.  Good luck. 
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WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 
 

WHAT HAPPENED: At approximately 1:06 a.m., driver of Vehicle 
#1 was traveling in the right-hand lane of a two lane highway with traf-
fic in both lanes moving in the same direction. Conditions were dry. At 
1:11 a.m., Driver of Vehicle #1 encountered a construction zone. Warn-
ing signs stated “Left lane closed” and “No Passing”. There was also 
heavy traffic. Driver of Vehicle #1 adjusted his speed to approximately 
35-40 M.P.H. as the road began to narrow and traffic began to merge 
into one lane. As Vehicle #1 traveled about a third of the distance into 
the narrowing road, Driver of Vehicle #1 noticed Vehicle #2 out of the 
corner of his eye. Vehicle #2 was approaching on Vehicle #1’s left at a 
high rate of speed aggressively attempting to pass Vehicle #1. Driver of 
Vehicle #1 applied the brakes slowing down, having ample distance be-
tween themselves and other cars approaching from behind. Vehicle #1 
remained in the right-hand lane at the reduced speed while Vehicle #2 
sped forward on the left. Vehicle #2 veered abruptly right and collided 
with the left front bumper of Vehicle #1. 

 

THE DECISION: The accident review committee has ruled this case 
preventable. The committee’s review was limited to the facts and cir-
cumstances presented in the case. 

 

REASON/RECOMMENDATION: Driver of Vehicle #1 failed to 
accurately observe existing conditions as well as failed to slow signifi-
cantly to yield the right of way and avoid the accident. Being in a con-
struction zone, Driver of Vehicle #1 was trained 
to be aware of and take precautions against a 
multitude of potential hazards. The fact that the 
offending and violating Vehicle #2 had traveled 
the entire length of the combination vehicle prior 
to impact means that Driver of Vehicle #1 should 
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ATTENTION DRIVERS:  

QUESTIONS YOU NEED TO ASK YOURSELF       

BEFORE YOU LEAVE THE YARD. 

 
 

DID YOU DO A GOOD  PRE TRIP ? 
 

DO YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TRAILER 

AND PROPER PAPERWORK ? 

 

DID YOU GIVE YOURSELF ENOUGH TIME  

TO MAKE A SAFE AND ON TIME DELIVERY ? 

 

IS YOUR TRUCK AND TRAILER FUELED ? 

 

 

PLEASE DRIVE DEFENSIVELY. THE PUBLIC, YOUR FAMILY, AND 
YOUR COMPANY DEPENDS ON IT. 
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FROM BEHIND THE WHEEL: 
 As you can tell from the title, it is written by one of our fine drivers. Each month I will ask one or 

two of our drivers to write something for "Behind the Wheel”. You can write about anything you feel 

may be helpful to other drivers, helpful hints getting into a customer, shortcuts to and from           

destinations, etc.  

All articles will be anonymous so don’t be afraid to contribute. The first “Behind the Wheel” article 

deals with Safety and Pre-Trip. 

I have been driving trucks for 19 years. I have been with Hoffman Transport for almost 15 years. I have a 

14-year safe driving record with Hoffman and am proud of that. One day in January it all came to an end. I 

was hooking up to a trailer and I did my pull test of the pin. I got out to hook up my airlines, crank up the 

dollies and checked the tires, mud flaps, and lights. I got back into the truck, began to pull out and the    

trailer became unhooked. I hit the brakes and the tractor stopped but the trailer slid off the side of the 5th 

wheel and hit the back of my sleeper. One extra minute of my time to check the 5th wheel lock would have 

saved the truck and my 14-year safe driving record. Now every time I see my truck it reminds me of that 

one day in January.  Always take the little extra time and check the 5th wheel lock. Save your safe driving 

Bereavement Pay 
 

It is always a hard time when we lose someone we care for.  Lately, everyone at Hoffman 
Transport Inc. seems to be touched by such losses. There is never a good time to talk about 
these things but I have been asked by several employees what the policy is regarding          
Bereavement Pay. So here it is: 

 

After one (1) year of employment, a driver is eligible for three days bereavement pay 
in the event of an immediate family death.  Immediate family members are as follows:       
Parents, Spouse, and Offspring.  Documentation must be supplied for bereavement pay to be 
given. 

  

Remember, if someone you care for passes and they are not a parent, spouse or offspring, it 
does not mean you cannot take time off, it just means you will not be paid for the time off.   

 

Thank You, 
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Until Julius Caesar’s changes in 45BC, February was the only month with an even number of days  

 
 I always like to revisit what is required from a driver regarding making a 
visit to the Safety Department here at Hoffman Transport Inc.  As we all know 
not everything is just a “Company Policy”, some of these items are required by 
the Department of Transportation.  Regardless of who is responsible for       
creating the policy, they are here for a reason.   

 

  Annual Violation Review:  This is a DOT Requirement. Each year we, as a 
transportation company, are required to run your motor vehicle report.  We 
are to review it with you and we both must sign off on the form.  I am proud 
to say in my experience this is the easiest task I have ever overseen.  We 
have exceptional drivers that have very clean MVR’s.   

 Random Drug Testing:   This is another DOT Requirement.  This is one of 
my least favorite duties to oversee.  Drivers get upset because they just want 
to go home.   Random by definition is:  proceeding, made, or occurring 
without definite aim, reason, or pattern.  With that definition you should be 
able to understand that I cannot schedule this around when it suits you.  I do 
not have control over who is selected.  As I have stated numerous times, if 
you stop by the Safety Department more often you will have some          
control over when you go.   

 Log Violations:  With the use of e-logs you know when you have not been 
in compliance.  Even the DOT understands that there are times when you go 
out of compliance do to an accident, bad weather, no parking at a customer 
site etc.  Note this on your e-logs.  Protect yourself, that is why there is 
space to type information in.   

 Transponders:  These are tractor assigned.  DO NOT take your            
transponder to your new assigned tractor.  Do not put them behind you,    
under the mattress, etc.  2017 technology is better than ever.  There is no 
hiding!   

 Medical Card:  Once you get your medical exam, YOU must take your new 
card directly to the Department of Motor Vehicles and have them update 
your credentials.  
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OS&D Checks and Calls 
 

To make sure you aren’t getting charged, please make sure you are     
checking your bills BEFORE leaving the vendor. Most of the time you should 
do this before leaving the door, but obviously some places have you pull away 
from the door before getting your bills, so it is hard to do in that situation. How-
ever,   after you leave the property, it is officially no longer that destination’s 
problem, and becomes our own. In these instances sometimes we have to run the 
product elsewhere for free, which means miles you’re running loaded and mak-
ing $0. Other times it just becomes our product, so we are forced to pay for what-
ever was refused. You can  make sure to avoid these outcomes by checking your 
bills and calling in any issues on them.  When calling in the information, please 
make sure to call in the full description as written on the bills, a PO# if possible, 

 

When you are returning cash to Hoffman Transport Inc., you need to return it to 
Bridget in safety and get a receipt. You can also return it to the Guard and get a    
receipt.  DO NOT turn it in by using an envelope.  

Bills 
 

Attention: When you receive a set of bills from any receiver, please put the 
Hoffman trip number on it. This helps when sorting bills back at the      
Hoffman base, and also is required to scan. Do it even if you are not  
scanning! Also, if you have undelivered bills DO NOT put them in your   
envelope. Hand them to dispatch or the guard. If they are in your           
envelopes, they will go back to billing and it creates a mess trying to find 
the proper paperwork for a driver's outbound. If you are unsure of what to 
do with your bills, please ask. 
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