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Congratulations to Mike Weir for being the first driver of  the month for 
2014.  Mike has worked for Hoffman Transport Inc. since May 2009.  Mike 
has conducted himself as a professional driver and usually has something to 
be happy about.  Again “Thanks Mike” for the great job you do. 

 
Mike Weir 
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Jan 2  - William Hartpence   Jan 18  - Leo Cline 

 

Jan 3  - Dustin Miller    Jan 20  - Dwight Miller 

 

Jan 8  - Steven Wormuth 

 

Jan 9  - Bevan Freshwater 

*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get a copy 
of your new license to Safety before it expires. 
Failure to do this WILL result in discipline.  

It was an old Saxon belief that January 2nd was one of the unluckiest days of the whole year. Those unfortunate 
enough to be born on this day could expect to die an unpleasant death . 

Driver 
Date of Expi-

rations 
Appt Date 

for Physical 

   

Ken Roberts 1/25/2014 
01/14/14 
04:30PM 

Kevin Spessard  - 33 years  Kenneth Roberts  - 8 years  David Bernhardt  - 2 years 

 

Jeffrey Shives  - 32 years  William Woods  - 7 years  Harold Harper  -  2 years 

 

Alan Shives  - 29 years   Doris Lamberty  - 5 years  Chris Mason  - 1 year 

 License Expirations  Driver Physicals Due 

      Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
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WINTER DRIVING HAZARDS 
 
Although we all can appreciate that poor weather conditions are not in our control 
and frequently happen unexpectedly, we also know that we cannot always blame 
the conditions for an accident. As a professional driver, you accept that you and 
your fellow drivers must adjust to the conditions to avoid accidents and we thank 
you for that. 

 

For example, as a driver you know that loss of traction may be caused by snow, 
rain, sleet, and ice. You are aware and adjust your driving to those slippery condi-
tions, because it can take as much as three and a half times the distance to stop as it 
will on a dry surface. 

 

Another winter condition that you, as a professional driver, are on constant watch 
for Black Ice. Black ice occurs when there is a sudden drop in temperature that 
causes very thin and invisible layer of  ice to form on the road surface. Some of the 
more common places you will find black ice are on bridges, shaded areas of the 
roadway, curves, and in areas that there is little traffic. 

 

You also know from years of experience that when you are following other traffic 
and there is no water spray from the wheels ahead, despite snowy conditions, you 
are most likely on packed snow or ice. Instinct and training tell you to slow down 
cautiously and to never use your jake brake on slippery road surfaces. This could 
cause a Jack Knife Accident. 

 

The winter months are some of the busiest for trucking, but because a driver is 
never sure when weather can effect his or her time, we hope that every driver will 
be conscious of his or her schedule and route and adjust his or her speed to get 
safely home. Continue to make good decisions. Always make sure that your vehicle 
is equipped for the cold weather and this includes 
warm clothes, fuel, food, fluids, etc. 

 

Thank You for Driving Safely 

                    
On  January 1, 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation was issued by Abraham Lincoln.  
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 On January 4, 1785, Utah became the 45th state.  

WHAT IS DEFENSIVE DRIVING? 

Simply stated it’s anticipating the mistakes that other motorist will make while not making mistakes yourself. 

Listed below are some helpful defensive driving tips. 

 

 Stay alert to changes by looking well ahead, keep a constant visual scan going (get the big picture) 

 Increase following distance and reduce speed as traffic congestion increases 

 Recognize potential problems and situations, take appropriate action to deal with them 

 Always have a plan to deal with potential problems (leave yourself an out). In plain words don’t get caught 
with your pants down 

The above all apply to highway, city, as well as truck stops and loading areas 

 

The importance of proper message sending can not be over stated. It is becoming 
a trend that drivers are not sending messages, or bunching the messages together. 

This ruins dispatch, and in a lot of instances can lose you money. If a broker calls in and you did-
n’t send the right arrival time, we give them the wrong time, so they say you were too late to be 
approved for detention. On the other end, sending a message to early makes dispatch tell the bro-
ker you’re already done and you don’t get detention despite waiting at the stop. If dispatch doesn’t 
have proper times, they can’t apply for detention. This also negatively affects you per diem, de-
spite being on the road, you bunched your times, so you got discredited and marked as being home 
long before you actually were. 

 Along side times, proper messages include DVIR forms and unload/loaded forms. Without 
sending unload/loaded forms, you get woken up by dispatch to find trailer numbers. Without fill-
ing out the unloaded form, we don’t know to apply to brokers for unloading, so you get paid noth-
ing despite the hard work. With the DVIR form, if you don’t fill it out, your truck will probably 
not be fixed despite you “telling someone.” Word of mouth counts on someone remembering and 
passing your word on, proper forms make sure your issues are in the queue to be looked at. 

 It’s not impossible to be in a rush, or make a mistake every now and then, everyone is hu-
man and it happens. However, when you notice the mistake, make sure you are calling someone to 
tell them what you missed or it won’t be fixed. Nothing feels worse then losing money due to neg-
ligence! 
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David Waxter 

DOH  12/04/13 

 

        

 January 8  is Elvis Presley's birthday  
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      Al Shenk      Bill Fitz 

     Alan Shives                             Brad Melzer 
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              Butch Mongold   Dwight Miller 

                           Clyde Grove      John Hines 

                            Jeff Shives 

 

                 Eric Shorter 
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      Driver Courtesies  

There are a number of courtesies that drivers extend to one another. Unfortunately, some of 
them are slowly dying… maybe they're not being taught to new drivers; maybe life is simply 
becoming more impersonal, it's hard to say. None the less, extending courtesy towards your 
fellow driver is a display of professionalism. 

 

Waving on 2 lanes 

Drivers often wave at one another on two lane roads. Years ago, before the CB radio became 
so popular and you had to have a Ham license, drivers had hand signals they used to commu-
nicate different messages, such as: accident ahead, speed trap ahead, etc. Though the hand 
signals are long gone, waving is not. It is a nice way to acknowledge a driver. 

 
Stopping Short or "Hanging Back" 

Drivers are always "looking ahead" to what they're driving into. When a driver can see he/she 
is going to arrive at a turn at the same time as another truck, typically one of the trucks will 
"stop short" or "hang back" so that the other can make the turn. Since trucks need a great 
deal more space when completing a turn, this makes the whole process more efficient. Since 
many turns require the truck to take most, if not all, of the available space, if two trucks were 
both pulled all the way up to the turn, neither would be able to go. 

 
Not Tying Up Left Lane 

The left lane of traffic is supposed to be the "passing lane" and the right lane is the "traveling 
lane". Some states have enacted laws to this effect and have posted signs that say something 
like, "Stay right unless passing". Since a truck is usually moving slower than other traffic, it 
only makes sense to stay out of the faster traffic. It is also very important to guard the blind 
area beside the passenger door on the right side of a truck. Preventing others from passing by 
blocking the left lane makes people angry and they will only wait so long before doing crazy 

Just a friendly reminder that we are in the thick of the “cold” season and our equipment faces 
harsher conditions than in the spring and summer.  Please make sure you are checking your ve-
hicle thoroughly and making sure everything is operating correctly and your fluids are topped off.  
Please check the trailer thoroughly to be sure the lights, glad-hands, airline, and brakes are work-
ing properly before moving the trailer.  If there is any problem that needs to be corrected please 
notify the maintenance department A.S.A.P and make SURE your DVIR is filled out correctly and 
with the defect.  Also with us being in the “cold” season please make sure you pack some extra 
blankets and water in your truck, just in case you get stuck and can not find a truck stop or rest 
area to get to.  It is better to be over prepared than under prepared. 
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Al Shenk   Dwight Miller  Steve Pastore 

Andrew Yann  Elwood Godsey  Tom Pfeiffer 

Art Fickes   Frank Yacarrino  Wayne Arbogast 

Bill Fitz   Jeff Mather 

Bill Harper  Jeff Shives 

Bill Woods   Jerry Wilkins 

Brian Whittington John Tabler 

Butch Mongold  Ken Roberts 

Dave Carbaugh  Krista Bonds 

Dennis Ratliff  Merle Wolf 

Donald Grove  Mike Weir 

Alan Shives  Ken Stahl 

Brad Melzer  Mark Thurston 

Damian Cooper  Matt Favors 

Doug Ledford  Melvin Shelton 

Ed Jackson  Richard Safee 

Eric Shorter  Tom Rauser 

James Kinaro 

Jim Leatherman 
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N B Z X C V B N J 
O E Y U F I O P A 

I M W T I R E W N 

T E S Y R T A Q U 

U R D F E O P G A 

L R K J W A A H R 

O Y L Z O S R C Y 

S T A H R T T F B 

E G J M K N Y H K 
R K I S S P D E W 

S K R O Y W E N O 

D R I N K T Y G P 

H J K P O I U A K 

B A L L D R O P L 

G F D S A Z X M J 

N B S W V C E A T 

A Q G E D F K H Y 

P R T Y H V B C D 

New Year Party  Fireworks 

 

January Kiss  Champagne 

 

Resolution New York Ball Drop 

 

Toast  Hats  Eat 

 

Drink  Be Merry 

 Each New Year’s Eve, 1 million people gather in New York 
City’s Times Square to watch the famous ball drop 

 

 Close to 1 billion people around the world watch the ball dop 
on T.V. 

 

 At midnight, 2,000 pounds of confetti are dropped on the 
crowd in New York City 

 

 The famous ball is covered in 2,688 crystals, lit by 32,000 
LEDs, weighs 11,875 pounds, & is 12 feet in diameter 

 

 44% of American adults plan to kiss someone at the stroke of 
midnight  

 

 22% of American adults admit to falling asleep before mid-
night  


