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Keith Williams is Hoffman Transport, Inc.’s Driver of the Month for   
January 2017.  Keith has been with us since July of 2016.  Keith is a 
very reliable and safe driver for Hoffman Transport.  Keith has been a 
great addition to Hoffman Transport. When you see Keith, please         
congratulate him for a job well done. Keith, make sure you stop        

Keith Williams 
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*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get a 
copy of your new license to Safety before it 
expires. Failure to do this WILL result in 
discipline.*  

 

HOFFMAN EDWARD  January 24 

LEDFORD DOUGLAS  January 20 

MILLER CHARLES  January 05 

MILLER DWIGHT  January 20 

PFEIFFER THOMAS  January 27 

POLAR JORGE  January 05 

WILLIAMS KEITH  January 09 

DERUSHA KATHY  January 20 

SPESSARD SKIP  January 25 

BERNHARDT DAVID  January 11, 2012 

CAREY DOUGLAS  January 12, 2015 

CLARK DAN  January 01, 2005 

CUSIC TOM  January 15, 2014 

KINNA JASON  January 19, 2015 

LEONARD TIMOTHY  January 11, 2016 

ROBERTS KENNETH   January 03, 2006 

SHIVES ALAN  January 03, 1985 

WOODS WILLIAM  January 08, 2007 

YOUMANS JONATHAN  January 25, 2010 

THOMAS DONNA  January 06, 2014 

MASON CHRIS  January 21, 2013 

Driver Name Expiration Appointment 

 

DENNIS RATLIFF 1/13/2017 1300 1/3/2017 

 

ROCKY BEAM 1/22/2017 830 1/5/2017 

 

EDWARD HOFFMAN 1/22/2017 830 1/6/2017 

 

OTIS WILLIAMS 1/28/2017 830 1/11/2017 

CHARLES MILLER 1/6/2017 

 

MILLER,DWIGHT 1/17/2017 

 

KEVIN SPESSARD 1/25/2017 
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As most of you are aware, I sometimes transfer freight off of reefers onto dry vans so that we 

have enough reefers to get us through our heavy outbound days.  Let me tell you what I noticed one day 

while I was doing this.  I was very busy making sure we had plenty of reefers to cover our customers 

needs and much to my disappointment I had to put 3 reefers OUT OF SERVICE because they  needed 

minor repairs (mud flaps, door hold backs, lights, etc.).  The things that I found should’ve been found 

and wrote up by the driver when the POST TRIP INSPECTION was completed.   That same week I 

had a driver come to me and tell me while he was sitting in the fuel lane waiting to fuel he watched 

three drivers ahead of him that  NEVER walked around the trailer that they were pulling to do a POST 

TRIP INSPECTION. 

When these trailers are not written up for repairs, two things happen.  

1. The next driver that pulls it and discovers that it needs a mud flap etc. will be behind in their 

day. He/she has to take it in the shop and have it fixed before they can depart for their        

delivery. 

2. It usually causes that driver to be late for their appointment.  This makes the driver and HTI 

look bad.  I know nothing irritates a driver more than needing a trailer repaired before they 

leave. 

 On another note, I have witnessed (more than once) road drivers coming in the yard with a 

loaded running reefer and just dropping it on the running reefer line before they ever get near the fuel 

lane.  DRIVERS, YOU MUST FUEL EVERY TRAILER YOU BRING INTO THE YARD OR 

YOU WILL BE CHARGED $25.00.  I don’t care what the gauge says, you MUST fuel it.!  Remem-

ber 3/4 isn’t FULL! 

 I am sure that none of you want to take the time to fuel a reefer or have one fixed before you can 

depart on your outbound trip.  I am asking every driver to think of your fellow drivers and please DO 

YOUR JOB!!!!  That way the next time you get ready to depart on an outbound load, you don’t have 

to fuel a reefer or wait around until it gets repaired. 

Your cooperation is appreciated. 
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INSIGHT ABOUT AMAZON’S NEW TRUCKING APP 

 Online shopping giant Amazon has taken notice of the amount of freight transportation involved in the moving of 

their products to customers. The company is currently developing an app that matches drivers and shippers. The app will 

aim to help strengthen their place in the trucking industry. 

 Uber shook things up in the world of transportation with their decentralized ride-sharing strategy. Many in the 

freight industry acknowledged that their industry was quite a bit different than that of simple ride sharing. However, many 

also took notice of the success of this model. Now Amazon is aiming to launch an app that makes it easier for   drivers to 

find shippers that need goods transported. 

 Amazon has a vested interest in this service as it makes it easier for them to speed up deliveries and avoid          

delays. The decentralized model would effectively eliminate the middleman, in this case a broker. This third party        

typically charges a commission of over 10%. Eliminating this cost would help make freight transportation more         af-

fordable. 

 The app will be very trucker-centric, offering everything from real-time pricing to driving directions. Truck-stops 

and recommended routes will be suggested, and the app may even come with tracking and payment options. 

 This simplified approach to freight shipping would free up much of the middle-tier trucking market from broker 

fees that hold them back from achieving optimal results. Amazon isn’t alone in pursuing this strategy. Trucker Path and 

Convoy also provide similar services, meaning the trucking industry has already seen value in this type of strategy. 

 This would also help to mitigate rising shipping costs for Amazon. Easier scheduling could be exactly what the 

company needs to truly improve their business model. 
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(From November 2016) 

Drivers with no more then 1 HOS violation under 10 minutes, no more then 
1 missed fuel stop, and no more then 2 fuel stop offs within 5 minutes. 

***Some of you have moved from the Honorable Mentions Category to the                     
Perfect E-Logs Category! Great Job! Keep up the good work! *** 

Aaron Wieland 
Angie Miller 
Art Fickes 

Bill Dunigan 
Bill Fitz 

Bill Woods 
Bob Kring 

Brian Whittington 
Carl Young 

Charles Harris 
Cliff Harry 

Corey Grantham 
Curtis Brandle 

Daniel Rife 

Dave Carbaugh 
David Bernhardt 
David Frankton 
David Krause 
David Ridley 
Dennis Gesin 

Desmond Pantaja 
Doug Carey 

Doug Ledford 
Drew Vignali 
Dwight Miller 
Earl Skyers 

Eddie Kelbaugh 
Edward Hoffman 

Eldin Robison 
Eric Harry 

Eric Shorter 
Frank Paterek 

James Stull 
Janetta Crawford 

Jason Kinna 
Jeff Mather 

Jerry McClanahan 
John Jolicouer 

John Tabler 
Jon Youmans 
Jorge Polar 

Josh Johnson 

Keith Williams 
Ken Roberts 

Ken Stahl 
Merle Wolf 
Mike Weir 

Paul Demers 
Phil Dumas 

Raymond Davy 
Steve Pastore 
Tim Leonard 
Tom Cusic 

Tom Pfeiffer 
Wallace Griffey 

Warren Mongold 
Wayne Arbogast 

Al Shenk Jason Williams Daryl Anders 
Chris Ringler Robert Davis James Hubbard 
Dennis Ratliff Charles Carpenter Otis Williams 
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 Some people think that because truck drivers aren’t spending eight hours a day in a stock room or              

construction yard, their job is not strenuous. Those who are veterans in the industry can dismiss this opinion, 

as long hours, unfamiliar routes, and the large amount of responsibility that comes with trucking can be     

physically and mentally exhausting. Trucking is such a demanding profession. There are a number of truck 

drivers who go for long periods of time without getting proper rest. However, this is not recommended. While 

dedication to the job is admirable, skipping out on sleep is not advised. Here are a few reasons truck drivers 

should get plenty of rest. 

A Well-Rested Trucker is More Attentive 

 Piloting a large vehicle on a crowded highway for long periods of time requires skill, precision, and 

constant focus. Safety is always a concern, so drivers are encouraged to get a good night’s sleep before 

heading out on a trip. However, many truckers are more than willing to take multiple extra jobs on little sleep in 

order to make more money. Even the most experienced driver is still human, and no one can avoid fatigue. 

Caffeinated drinks and loud music can’t stop a driver from being less attentive once they’ve been on the road 

for too long. Many laws exist that require truckers to pull over every so often to rest in order to prevent          

accidents related to dozing off at the wheel. The best way to ensure a safe trip every time is to make sure you 

have plenty of rest before hitting the road. 

A Well-Rested Trucker is More Relaxed 

 It’s no secret that the trucking industry can be a rewarding but stressful one to make a living in.         

Demanding dispatchers, picky receivers, and inconsiderate drivers on the road can all make a driver’s life 

more stressful. However, these factors can be even more frustrating if a trucker is forced to deal with them 

while tired. Too much stress can have serious consequences in terms of health issues, but luckily drivers can 

prevent this by making sure they are rested up before beginning a trip. Getting enough sleep helps a driver 

remain more relaxed even when dealing with annoyances and frustrations on the job. 

A Well-Rested Trucker is More Healthy 

 Drivers who are tired are more susceptible to the stress of the job. While this type of stress can make a 

person ill, being tired in general can cause one to be more likely to catch colds and contract other types of   

illnesses. Since drivers are traveling to new locations and interacting with new people all the time, their chance 

of being exposed to viruses and bacteria that their immune system is not prepared to deal with is much greater 

than that of workers in other professions. Truck drivers should make sure they have plenty of rest so that their    

dedication to their job doesn’t compromise their own health. The best way to enjoy a long and lucrative truck 

driving career is to take care of yourself and ensure you can make many more trips in the future. 

TRUCK DRIVERS NEED PLENTY OF REST 
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We are in the thick of the “cold” season and our equipment faces harsher conditions than in the 
spring and summer.  Please make sure you are checking your vehicle thoroughly. Make sure      
everything is operating correctly and your fluids are topped off.  Please check the trailer thoroughly 
to be sure the lights, glad-hands, airline, and brakes are working properly before moving the trailer.  
If there is any problem that needs to be corrected please notify the maintenance department 
A.S.A.P. Make SURE your DVIR is filled out correctly with the defect.  Also with us being in the 
“cold” season please make sure you pack some extra blankets, food, and water in your truck in case 
you get stuck and cannot find a truck stop or rest area to get to.  It is better to be over prepared than   
under prepared. 

Injured on the job? What should you do? 
 

Please remember if you are injured on the job you must speak to someone in the Safety          
Department as soon as possible. If injury happens on the weekend, call Monday morning so 
an appointment can be made for you with a panel physician.  DO NOT  call in and report it 
to a guard, dispatch etc. DO NOT let it “play out” in hopes the pain will disappear.  Waiting 
to see a doctor for a few weeks will cause your claim to be denied.  There are special forms 
and medical cards that must be used in a Workers Comp claim. 

 

Remember you MUST speak to Skip or Bridget in the Safety De-
partment.  

 

          
  

Thanks, 

Bridget 
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OS&D Checks and Calls 
 

To make sure you aren’t getting charged, please make sure you are checking your bills     
BEFORE leaving the vendor. Most of the time you should do this before leaving the door but obvi-
ously some places have you pull away from the door before getting your bills, so hard to do so in 
that situation. However, after you leave the property it is officially no longer that destination’s prob-
lem, and becomes our own. In these instances, sometimes we have to run the product elsewhere for 
free which means miles you’re running loaded and making $0. Other times, it just becomes our 
product so we are forced to pay for whatever was refused. You can  make sure to avoid these      
outcomes by checking your bills and calling in any issues on them.  When calling in the               
information, please make sure to call in the full description as written on the bills, a PO# if possible, 

DETENTION…YOU EARNED IT!!! 
 

A few quick reminders about detention and the policy at Hoffman Transport. 

 

 Drivers must call in to dispatch and give us accurate times of arrival and departure so we can 
contact the appropriate parties.  Many times there is a gate pass involved with in and out 
times.  Some of the customers require notification at time of occurrence in order to be eligible 
to rate the detention.  After the fact, it’s hard for operations to obtain it. 

 

 If you want paid you MUST turn in a detention slip with your paperwork.  Operations and    
billing does not keep track. We will NOT track you down to see if you turned one in.  If 
there’s no detention slip, we can’t pay you.  It is not necessary to have the customer sign it.  If 
they refuse to sign, mark the form as such, and operations will fight it from there. 

 

 Make sure there are in and out times marked on the bills with initials or signatures of arrival 
and departure.  With no times, it makes it very hard to go back and get the detention approved.   

 

 Not all accounts pay detention. It is best to ask operations if you get it.  Simply turning in a 
form and expecting to be paid doesn’t always work.  If you don’t know, ask.   

 

Operations work hard to work for YOU, and we want you compensated for what you deserve.  
We are a TEAM, and this is a TEAM effort.  After all…YOU EARNED IT!!! 
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STATE, LOCAL, FEDERAL LAW 

ALL COMMERCIAL VEHICLES ARE REQUIRED TO 

SLOW DOWN, LOOK AND LISTEN AT ALL RAILROAD CROSSINGS. 

 

All drivers must slow down, look and listen at all railroad crossings. 

If a driver is caught not doing this, the first offense is a 60-day suspension of their CDL license. 

Railroad crossing cross bucks mean YIELD. Trains have the right of way. 

 

Trains cannot stop as quickly as cars and trucks. A train traveling at 55 mph takes at least 1 mile to stop. Don’t ever try 
to take a chance at beating a train at a crossing.  

 

=   
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Top10% Top 50% Team MPG Trk Name 

$100.00  $50.00  1 7.43 392 D.Carey 

  $50.00  1 7.32 393 J.Polar 

  $50.00  1 7.21 394 D.Pantaja 

  $50.00  1 7.14 391 C.Young 

  $50.00  1 7.02 329 S. Pastore 

  $50.00  1 6.95 336 E.Kelbaugh 

  $50.00  1 6.93 395 D. Ridley 

  $50.00  1 6.85 346 J.Davy 

  $50.00  1 6.64 356 T.Palmer 

      

Top10% Top 50% Team MPG Trek Name 

$100.00  $50.00  2 8.52 333 A.Wieland 

$100.00  $50.00  2 7.76 331 K.Williams 

$100.00  $50.00  2 7.59 390 C.Grantham 

$100.00  $50.00  2 7.19 343 M. Favors 

  $50.00  2 7.08 389 D.Bernhardt 

  $50.00  2 7.02 342 J.Crawford 

  $50.00  2 6.98 387 A. Fickes 

  $50.00  2 6.97 379 M. Weir 

  $50.00  2 6.97 381 C.Ringler 

  $50.00  2 6.96 351 E. Robison 

  $50.00  2 6.95 355 M. Wolf 

  $50.00  2 6.93 384 O.Williams 

  $50.00  2 6.88 344 D.Vignali 

  $50.00  2 6.87 345 D.Rife 

  $50.00  2 6.79 348 T. Cusic 

  $50.00  2 6.74 377 B. Woods 

  $50.00  2 6.7 388 D.Ledford 

  $50.00  2 6.63 349 J. Joliqoeur 

  $50.00  2 6.62 352  R. Beam 

      

Top10% Top 50% Team MPG Trek Name 

$100.00  $50.00  3 8.23 398 B.Mongold 

  $50.00  3 8.11 399 B.Fitz 

  $50.00  3 7.82 400 T.Pfeiffer 

    3 7.56 401 A.Shenk 

    3 7.34 402 A.Shives 
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Log Falsifications 
 

   In order to understand what it means to falsify a log you must first know 
the definition of what it means to falsify. The definition of falsify is to change 
in order to deceive, to make false by mutilation, alteration, or addition. 

    

 What does this mean in conjunction with you as a driver and your log 
books? It means that anytime you change your duty status to misrepresent or 
to mislead what you are actually doing at any given time, is a false statement 
and thereby qualifies as a log falsification.   

    

 If you are in the driver’s seat in a lane of traffic and that traffic is       
moving, NO MATTER HOW SLOW YOU ARE MOVING, you must be 
logged into On Duty Driving. DOT recognizes no gray area on this law. 

 You may NOT log into the Sleeper!  

 You may NOT log On Duty!  

 You may NOT Log Off Duty!   

    

 We currently allow a 10 mile forgiveness for drivers that need a Safe 
Haven. This is in place for drivers that need a safe spot to park when they are 
in areas that do not allow truck parking. This is not to be used or abused to get 
you an extra 10 miles on down the road. If you get caught in traffic,           
construction, or bad weather and you think you will be late because you are 
running out of time or hours on your logs, please call dispatch and we will 
make adjustments or reschedule your appointments accordingly.   

    

 This is the 21st century, and there is no escape with the latest ruling 
from FMCSA on electronic logging devices. All trucks made after the year 
2000 must be equipped with an ELD by December 18, 2017. We don’t make 
the laws, but we must abide by them.  

 

 So please remember if you choose to falsify your logs and drive           
illegally, you jeopardize your own integrity and the integrity of this company. 
If DOT discovers that you have been falsifying your logs while out on the 
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