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Congratulations to Bob Kring for being the March 2014 Driver of the Month.  Bob has 
been employed by Hoffman Transport since May of 2002.  He is the type of driver that 
shows up for each load on time, delivers the load on time and turns in all necessary pa‐
perwork without incident.  This is not always an easy task but Bob gets it done.  Thank 
You, Bob, for doing your job in the most professional manner that you can.  

 

Robert Kring 
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*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get 
a copy of your new license to Safety 
before it expires. Failure to do this 
WILL result in discipline.  

      Birthdays 

     Anniversaries 

   Driver Physicals    
      Due 

   License Expirations 

The word 'March' comes from the Roman 'Martius'. This was originally the first month of the Roman calendar 
and was named after Mars, the god of war  

Driver Appt. Date 
  

  
  
Curtis Mizzell 03/10/14 @ 10:00am 
  
William Fitz 03/19/14 @ 3:00pm 

Chris Brown 3/1 
Steven Pastore 3/1 
Sara Schilling 3/6 

Troy Brown 3/10 

Curtis Mizzell 3/15 
Art Fickes 3/19 
Robert Kring 3/20 
Branden James 3/21 
Allen Shenk 3/21 
Gwen Keefer 3/23 
Edward Jackson 3/25 
Donald Grove 3/29 
Mark Thurston 3/31 

NONE 

Rodger Davis 33years  Jeff Mather 7years 
     
Allen Shenk 26years  Art Fickes 5years 
     
Deb Green 25years  Cory Tucker 4years 
     
Clyde Grove 15years  Ryan Swope 3years 
     
Melvin Scott 13years    
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 DOT Audit 2014 

 

We just had a DOT Audit and I am proud to say that Hoffman Transport Inc.  held on to it’s “Satisfactory” rating.  Trust me this is not 
an easy task.  I would like to share with you a little about what went on during the audit and what it means to both Hoffman Transport 
Inc and you, the driver. 

The agent that conducted the audit was thorough and had information on anything and everything you could imagine prior to his visit.  
So when you are put in a situation like this, remember to always tell the truth. I personally have always thought this,  but it certainly 
was proven to be the correct way to go while going through the audit. It would explain why when he first arrived he made the com-
ment, “Just don’t try to cover up or lie on anything and it will go smoothly and relatively easy”.  They are trained to see through cover 
ups and lies and trust me it was just about impossible to lie or play “dumb” when he inquired on anything. 

As you know Hoffman Transport Inc. can be fined for certain procedures not being followed. YOU the driver can also be fined.  I had 
to supply a few driver phone numbers to the agent that visited and conducted the audit.  Some of these drivers were no longer em-
ployed here for various reasons.  He personally wanted to talk to these drivers to get their take on the situation he was inquiring on.  I 
am sure this was a shock to those drivers, as it certainly would have shocked me to get that call.  What I said was not enough for him.  
Here are a few of those incidents he inquired on. 

Suspended License.  Driver’s license was suspended for non-payment of child support.  Driver was unaware that his license was 
suspended.   Hoffman was unaware because we are only required by law to have an MVR report ran prior to being hired and 
then once a year every year thereafter.  This particular driver had not had an anniversary yet so nothing had been run to check 
that he was valid.  This driver could have been charged a fine per day for every day we had him running the tractor.  Auditor 
did ask for his logs to verify he drove.  In this case Hoffman was not at fault but the driver was.  Telling the auditor you did 
not receive the letter was of no concern to him.  As he said “I know it was mailed to his home and he is responsible for his 
mail and his license”. 

 
DVIR’s.  Driver said after his accident. “I don’t know what happened it just pulled to the left”.  Well, if it was only this one time 

that it did that then it is a little hard for the auditor to believe that unless you have an extremely “bad blown out tire” or wit-
ness.  In this case a ton of cars around saw nothing and all tires were still in one piece.   Here is another part of the problem 
with the driver’s statement that was given.  Not only did he NOT do a DVIR each and every time that he was to do one he 
also never once mentioned a mechanical problem. Seriously what would you think? 

 
Medical Card.  No one was found to not be in compliance with this but it was mentioned that if you do not return your medical 

card to the DMV your license will be suspended.  This is not Hoffman Transport Inc responsibility. It is yours, and that is 
why the letter to remind you is sent to your home, not your employer. 

 
Positive Drug/Alcohol Results.  This has not happened a lot, but it has happened and that is an unfortunate reality.  Each time we 

have been audited I had to supply a copy of the license we have on file and last known address.  The DOT has located these 
drivers and has dealt with them in the guidelines that the law allows.  What this means is even if you were terminated or quit 
when this happens you can still lose your privileges down the road.  That’s right, you cannot hide from the DOT. 

 

Accidents.  Each accident he reviewed he did so to see what “triggered” the accident.  He was trying to see if there was a pattern 
with the company and how the runs work.  Well, the result was no pattern and all the accidents that were deemed driver error 
were just that in the eye of the DOT Auditor. They were “Driver Error”.  It certainly is hard to convince someone that a trac-
tor that is governed at 62mph could not have the time to avoid a rear end collision if they are following at a safe distance.  If 
your story has a “twist” on it that you feel would help seeing it in a different way then you should supply that information to 
the accident file.  The one thing missing in the files most often was “Driver Statement”. I know it clearly states in the hand-
book that ANY accident or incident you have you must complete an “accident/incident” form.  It is also covered in orienta-
tion. Anyone who is a CDL driver should know this from going to their schooling.  It is driving 101.   I cannot tell you how 
often I have to hunt a driver down to get this form.  This is how you record what happened at the time of the accident/
incident. You the driver need to be the best defensive driver you can be.  Accidents that are found to be in driver error are 
going to become a larger issue to you the driver as time goes on.  Gone are the days that the company is the sole responsible 
unit in any CDL driver issue. 

I can assure you that when (not if) we get audited again the same thing will happen and more responsibility will be held for you the 
driver to account for.  So follow procedures, take responsibility for your license, medical card, and the equipment you use etc.  It will 
keep you CDL License privileges safe. 

 

Thanks 
Bridget 
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 In the Southern Hemisphere, March is the same as September in the Northern Hemisphere  

Driver Scans 

 

I have noticed lately that we are forgetting to write the order numbers on the bills when 
we are scanning..  Please remember we need to write the order numbers on all paper-
work that is scanned.  It makes things a lot easier to check in.  Also, PLEASE remember 
to scan as soon as you are done with your load.  Don’t hold all your paperwork and scan 
it all in at one time.  The purpose of these scanners is to get the paperwork in ASAP so 
it can get billed and you can get paid.  If the load is not delivered please don’t scan in.  
It makes it a bit confusing plus it’s a waste of a scan.  We get charged for every page 
that comes through the scanners.  If you have any problems or questions please let me 
know. 

 

Thanks, 

Mary Jo 

Drivers paying for lumpers at Giant in Carlisle. 

 
We need to make sure the person who is unloading your truck needs to fill out the 
lumper form completely.  We need the person’s name, home address, and social 
security # for 1099 purposes.  They also need to be legible.  I talked to the man-
ager of the lumpers in Carlisle and he’s going to tell his lumpers to fill these out 
better.  Please keep an eye on this for us. It would make our jobs a little bit eas-
ier.  The warehouse address is not the address we want.  We need to be able to 
mail the 1099’s to the correct person. 

 
 
Thanks for your help, 

Mary Jo 
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Each year March and June end on the same day of the week  

 
Chris Wright 

2/11/2014 

James Robertson 

2/13/2014 
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 DVIR’s – Drivers must do a DVIR everyday.  It is mandatory.  If 
you are unfamiliar with how to do a DVIR via your Peoplenet, please 
contact me.  It is really easy to do and it get’s emailed to Jose when you 
hit “Send”. 

 Fuel stops – on your E-Logs, you must go On Duty and flag your 
fuel stops. 

 Pre-Trip/Post-Trip – on your E-Logs, you are required to do one 
Pre-Trip and one Post-Trip per day.  You must be On Duty to do this. 

 Blank Bill of Ladings -  We occasionally do wood shavings loads 
that deliver into the Mid-Atlantic area.   Most of the time, with these 
loads, the driver has to fill out a blank Bill of Lading with the # of 
bales, etc,… If you do not have any blank Bill of Ladings, please see 
the guard when you get to the Hoffman Yard. 

 

Thanks for all your hard work and dedication to safety this time of 
year.  It is especially tough considering all the winter weather we have 
had this season.  For all of you doing the above things, keep up the 
good work.  For those of you not doing these things consistently, this is 
a reminder that you have to do them.  If you are unfamiliar with how to 
do a DVIR, or any of the above, don’t hesitate to come and see me 
when you are at the office.  Or, call me. 

 

Thanks 
 

Ryan Swope 
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Oh, My Aching Feet! 
 

Constant sitting behind the wheel of your truck and the repetitive motion of your foot on the clutch can 
lead to all kinds of foot problems. Diabetes and excess weight can make you feel even worse, but 
there are things you can do to prevent and treat your foot pain. 
 
“Basically, one of the most common foot problems we see in truckers is plantar fasciitis, which is a 
strain across the bottom of the foot,” Dr. David Tachna, a podiatrist at Montclair Podiatry in Birming-
ham, Ala., says. “You can prevent that with appropriate shoe gear with good soles.” 
 
According to the National Safety Council, there are about 120,000 job-related injuries in a given year; 
one-third of those are foot injuries. While well-fitting and structurally sound shoes may help prevent 
foot injuries or problems, there are other things that can help keep your feet in good shape. 
 
“If you have a flat or a high-arched foot, a good supportive shoe and possibly a custom-made insert 
could help with foot problems,” Tachna says. “A lot of drivers also complain of swelling in the lower 
extremities. If it’s not cardiac-related, it usually results from sitting for so long. I recommend a light 
compression sock to relieve swelling and pain in the calf and foot.” Footcaredirect.com says that bath-
ing and drying feet thoroughly on a daily basis is important, and while doing this, it is helpful to check 
feet for corns, calluses and cracks. Toenails should be cut straight across and slightly longer than the 
end of the toe. Never trim or use over-the-counter medication for corns or calluses 

Got cold feet? Bundle up with insulated socks and direct heat vents downward to prevent injuries that 
are worsened by cold temperatures.  
 
“Feet contract with cold and expand with heat,” according to community.healthgate.com. “Feet can 
change shape and increase in size by as much as 5 percent depending on whether a person is walk-
ing, sitting or standing.” Improper posture also causes foot problems. 
 
Wear shoes that can repel water if this is a problem on your routes. Finally, protective footwear should 
be worn at home while using lawnmowers and chainsaws, and moving heavy objects. 

If your feet sweat a lot, you may be more prone to athlete’s foot. Wearing shoes made of leather or 
canvas, which are natural materials, may help your feet breathe. Changing shoes from day to day and 
using foot powder also helps. 
 
“Achilles tendonitis is another problem for truckers,” Tachna says. “A higher-ankled shoe, like a boot, is 
good prevention for this.” 
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One estimate suggests that there are about 10,000 regular three-leaf clovers for every lucky four-leaf 
clover  

Guard Office Procedures: 
 
After hour’s calls should be kept to a minimum (i.e.: Mechanical problems, Accidents, 
Claims, EFS Checks etc…).  If you must call after hours, your call will be transferred to the After 
Hours Driver Manager (Guard).  The “Guards” have been trained to handle certain situations, but 
there is always someone from Dispatch on call that our Guard can contact if necessary.   
 
Please call only if you are having an issue or problem.  (breakdown, accident, claim, EFS check, 
logbook, late pickup or delivery etc,…) 
 
Examples of Things NOT to Call About: 
 

*What your best driver buddy is doing. 
*How much “so and so’s” load pays. 
*Calling because you’re lonely. 
*What the weather is like in Greencastle. 
*Did anybody get fired today. 

 
Those are extreme examples, but the guards are very busy doing yard checks; dealing with cus-
tomers on the phone; dealing with brokers on the phone; helping other drivers with real issues; 
working with outside carriers; tending to the Conway jockeys dropping trailers; and handing out 
paperwork and bills to our drivers at the window picking up their paperwork for the night.   
 
Please respect this as they are the only person here at night to handle all these things.  For every 
time a driver calls and just wants to chat, that is holding up the line and stopping another driver 
with a real problem from talking to the guard.   
 
Also,… 
 
Please only conduct business at the guard office.  DO NOT LINGER AT THE GUARD OF-
FICE.  The guard office is not a “union hall” or a “class reunion” space.  Like I said before, the 
guards have a lot going on at night since they are the only one’s on site to handle problems. 

 

Just put yourself in their shoes or put yourself in the shoes of a driver calling in that can’t get 
through because people are taking up the guards time with non-work related items.  It is a stress-
ful situation. 

 

Thanks and if you have any questions, please call. 

 

Ryan Swope 
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The very first St. Patrick's Day parade was not in Ireland. It was in Boston in 1737.  

Al Shenk Jeff Shives 

Alan Shives John Tabler  

Bill Harper Jon Youmans 

Bill Woods Ken Roberts 

Clifton Brown Ken Stahl 

Dave Carbaugh Krista Bonds 

Dwight Miller Phil Dumas 

Eric Harry Steve Pastore 

Eric Shorter Warren Mongold 

Frank Yaccarino Wayne Arbogast 

Jeff Mather David Waxter 

Andrew Yann Ed Jackson 

Art Fickes Elwood Godsey 

Bob Kring James Kinaro 

Brad Melzer Mark Thurston 

Charles Harris Richard Safee 

Chris Brown Stephan Smith 

Dennis Ratliff Tom Rauser 

      ( From  January 2014 ) 
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Driving While Distracted 
 

There’s been a lot of attention paid recently to the dangers of being distracted by cell 
phone conversations behind the wheel of a moving car. But how about putting on 
makeup? Brushing teeth? Watching a portable television set? Reading the paper? Putting 
on pantyhose? Doing things usually saved for the bedroom – or at least the back seat? 
   The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that at least 25 percent 
of police-reported crashes involved some form of driver inattention. The Los Angeles 
Times suggests that the number may be higher in LA, where commuters spend an aver-
age of an hour a day in traffic. 
   A recent survey of motorists in 10 of the nation’s largest cities called Los Angeles driv-
ers “masters at multi-tasking behind the wheel.” It found that 68 percent of LA drivers 
routinely drink beverages, 59 percent eat, and 15 percent apply makeup, shave or comb 
their hair while driving. 
   Conversations the paper had with local police, California Highway Patrol officers and 
truckers seems to bear this out.  
   For instance, while many people eat behind the wheel, CHP officers have seen it taken 
to new heights – or lows – of stupidity. One cited an example of a man eating with chop-
sticks while driving down the road – and had a photo to prove it. Another saw a man 
holding a steaming bowl of soup in one hand, the spoon in the other. He used his knees 
to steer, going about 60 mph. 
   Talented knees were also in use when a truck driver spotted a woman using both 
hands to try to put on pantyhose, traveling about 55 mph on the Long Beach Freeway. 
As if shaving with electric razors, brushing teeth and applying makeup while driving to 
work weren’t bad enough. 
   Knees showed up again when a reserve Los Angeles police officer stopped a speeding 
motorist who was holding an e-mail device in one hand, reading the message on the 
screen, and using his other hand to talk on a cell phone. 
   Technology is apparently making it more tempting to enjoy some entertainment while 
driving. People with books, magazines and newspapers draped over the wheel is nothing 
new. But now officers are pulling over people playing portable video games or watching 
a hand-held TV. 
   And, of course, there are the tales of naked drivers and acts of intimacy performed be-
hind the wheel. 
   “You name it and our officers have encountered it,” CHP Sgt. Tim Maley told the pa-
per. 
   Many truckers would probably agree. 
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Hoffman Transport, Inc. is now on Facebook.  Please “Like” us to view current job openings at Hoffman; 
Hoffman Transport news; current transportation news; and articles on food, exercise, health, etc,… 

FUEL SPILL SAFETY MEASURES 

 
1. ALWAYS PUT NOZZLE IN TANK BEFORE TURNING PUMP ON! 

 

2. STAY WITH VEHICLE WHERE YOU CAN OBSURVE THE PUMP AND NOZZLES WHILE FUELING! 

 

3. AUTOMATIC SHUT OFF NOZZLES DON`T ALWAYS SHUT OFF AS THEY SHOULD! 

 

4. IF YOU SHOULD HAVE A FUEL SPILL SHUT OFF PUMPS IMEDIATELY! 

 

5. NOTIFY SOMEONE IN THE SHOP TO HELP CONTAIN THE SPILL! 

 

6. USE BOOMS AND OIL DRY TO CLEAN UP ANY SPILLED FUEL! 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s not always possible, but please make sure you’re sending messages as they happen instead of bunching. 
There are some stops that you need to rush to get checked in and have to send a message late, but there is no 
reason to be sending entire trips all at once. These are interfering with proper dispatching, and in most cases 
makes you look late on trips. Also make sure you are completely finishing off trips, this includes sending 
your departs at Food Lion. Forgetting to do so interferes with local dispatch and we have to go back and cor-
rect the dispatch so we can properly dispatch the local movements. We appreciate your cooperation. 
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G Q W E R P T R A 

P R O I U O Y E S 

L K E R J T H V D 

H J K E H O L O F 

G F Z L N F X L G 

J L M A N G V C H 

R A I N B O W I Y 

Q W R D E L R T K 

G H I K L D O P C 

V C S X Z T B D U 

N A H C E R P E L 

Words to Find: 

 

Green  

 

Leprechan 

 

Pot of Gold 

 

Irish 

 

Clover 

 

Lucky 

 

Rainbow 

 

Ireland 


