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Charles Harris is our Driver of the Month.  Charles has been driving with Hoff-
man Transport, Inc. since. August of 2012.  Charles is a “go-to” driver for Hoff-
man Transport.  He trains new hires, he is on time, safe and abides by the HOS 
and eLogs.  I can’t say enough good things about him.  If you see Charles, 
please congratulate him for a job well done.  

Charles Harris 
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*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get a 

 

SHENK ALLEN  27 
FICKES ARTHUR  6 
GROVE CLYDE  16 
RIFE DANIEL  1 
Green Deborah A. 26 
MATHER JEFFERY  8 
SCOTT MELVIN  14 
DAVIS RODGER W  34 
Swope Ryan  4 

Last  First DOB 
SHENK ALLEN  March 21  
FICKES ARTHUR  March 19  
JAMES BRANDEN  March 21  
MOORE CHARLES  March 07  
JACKSON EDWARD  March 25  
THURSTON MARK  March 31  
KRING ROBERT  March 20  
SCHILLING SARA  March 06, 
PASTORE STEVE  March 01 

Last First Appt Date 
Clark Dan 3/2/15 @ 4:30pm 
Ratliff Dennis 2/27/15 @ 4:00pm 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Last First Exp. Date 
Kring Robert 3/21/2015 
Moore Charles 3/8/2015 
Pastore Steven 3/2/2015 
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From Skip’s Desk: 
 

   Spring is just around the corner; hopefully we will not being encountering anymore-
severe weather for a while. I know some if not all of you have had some trying times 
with bad road conditions as well as white outs and difficulty getting in and out of re-
ceivers. I want to commend all of you for the fine job you have done under these tough 
conditions. 

 

I am sure that everyone is aware of the price of diesel fuel. I need to ask all drivers to 
keep their idle time to a minimum. If you get out of your truck please turn it off. If you 
do not need heat to sleep please turn your truck off. We have a new satellite system in 
all of our trucks and we can run a report here in the office that tells us how much you 
are idling. If your idle time gets too high we will be speaking to you about it. 

 

I have had a few of your fellow drivers telling me about trailers that they have found on 
the yard that are not fueled. I am sure no one wants to be charged $25.00 for not fu-
eling a trailer. Please remember if you do not fuel the trailer that you are bringing 
into the yard and one of your colleague’s reports it to me you will be charged 
$25.00 

 

If any driver needs oil, anti-freeze, or windshield washer fluid before you can leave 
out and the shop is not open please see the guard. We have gallon jugs in the old guard 
office for this purpose. These jugs are only to top off your fluid reservoirs, they are not 
to replenish your supply. If you use any of these fluids from the guard office you will 
need to return the jug before you leave the yard. If you carry extra fluids with you 
please make sure you fill them when the shop is open. Please see a shop technician be-
fore you get any fluids from the shop. 

 

Pre Trip Inspection, are you doing one? Each and every time you come to work you 
should do a good pre trip inspection. This includes checking all fluids under the hood. 

 

Day light savings time is early this year. It is on March 8, do not forget to set your 
clocks ahead. 
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FUELING TRACTORS AND REEFERS   
 

I know that I shouldn’t have to remind you to always fuel your tractor and reefer when you come into the yard. Some of you have 

gotten into the habit that you wait till you are going out before you fuel. Then forgetting to put fuel in your tractor when you leave 

on your next outbound and someone else in just as big a hurry had to put fuel in the reefer that you didn’t fuel. 

So what’s wrong with this picture? You either ran out of fuel in your tractor or had to buy high priced fuel on the road 
to get you home. Someone else had to fuel your reefer before they took it to load or it got loaded and another driver 
did their job checked the fuel and found it low and returned to the yard and fueled it before starting their trip. You also 
MUST fuel your trailer before you drop it at Taylor Farms in Jessup. 

Do it right the first time and save yourself and fellow drivers problems. 

 

YOU MUST FUEL EVERY REFER YOU BRING IN THE YARD!!!!  NO EXCEPTIONS 

IF YOU DO NOT FUEL YOUR TRAILER AND YOU GET CAUGHT YOU WILL PAY A $25.00 PENALTY. 
REMEMBER  ¾  IS NOT FULL. 

Preventable or not? 

 

John Doe showed up on time in the yard, sipping hot coffee with a big bag of Gummy Bears in his left hand. He 
walked to the door of his tractor, climbed in, fired her up, warmed the engine for a couple of minutes, and then 
pulled toward a nearby line of trailers. 
 
Doe drove over to the trailer load of ice cream he had been assigned to haul, backed under it until the kingpin 
audibly smacked into the fifth wheel and applied the parking brake. He got out, cranked up the old, wheeled 
landing gear and then did a brief walk around inspection. 
 
Satisfied that he was ready to go, Doe then depressed the parking brake valves, slipped a tape into his cas-
sette player, snagged a piece of second gear and slowly headed toward the front gate. He stopped at the gate, 
waited for traffic to clear, and then let up on the clutch, this time a little more abruptly, so he could get into his 
lane and accelerate before traffic approaching from the left caught up. 
 
As Doe worked to complete his turn, he suddenly felt a change in his rate of acceleration. He glanced in his 
mirrors and realized the side of his trailer was filling them up. It had broken loose! 
 
Doe pulled to the side of the road and applied his parking brake, and then watched, frozen in horror, as the 
trailer rolled right across the road on its landing gear wheels! Once the wheels hit the soft earth of the cornfield 
there, the trailer stopped abruptly and rolled over. 
 
The safety director presented Doe with a warning letter. Doe challenged it, believing the fifth wheel or kingpin 
must have been the problem. “The hook-up felt normal and sounded solid,” he claimed. 
 
So the safety director asked Doe if he had locked the trailer brakes and pulled forward to test the security of 
the fifth wheel’s grasp of the trailer kingpin. He sheepishly admitted he had not. Had he viewed the situation to 
see that the pin was securely locked into the jaws? He said he had not. After the trailer was recovered, the 
safety director ordered the maintenance shop to carefully inspect the kingpin and fifth wheel in case Doe had 
been the victim of a mechanical problem. An experienced technician could find no problem and demonstrated 
the fifth wheel’s ability to tightly grasp the dented trailer’s hitching post just to prove the point. 
 
Doe still asked the National Safety Council’s Accident Review Committee to review, believing he had hitched 
properly. They ruled the accident fully preventable, noting that a complete pre-trip verification of actual fifth 
wheel engagement is essential to operating.  
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Welcome Drivers 

Bill Dunigan 

2/17/15 

John Chapman 
2/25/15 

George Leach 
2/25/15 
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(From January 2015) 

Al Shenk 
Alan Shives 

Bill Fitz 
Bill Woods 
Bob Kring 

Brian Whittingtion 
Charles Carpenter 

Daniel Rife 

Dave Carbaugh 

 

David Bernhardt 
Dennis Ratliff 
Dwight Miller 

Eddie Kelbaugh 
Eldin Robison 

Eric Harry 
Eric Shorter 

Ernest McKenzie 

Gregory Dennis 

 

James McKee 
James Stull 
Jason Kinna 

Jeff Mather 
Jeff Shives 

John Minkema 
John Tabler 

Jon Youmans 

Jose Coreas 

 

 

Ken Roberts 
Ken Stahl 
Merle Wolf 

Robert Striplin 
Steve Miller 

Steve Pastore 

Tom Pfeiffer 

Tom Rauser 

Warren Mongold 

 

 

Charles Harris 

Art Fickes 
Charles Moore 

Corey Grantham 

Doug Carey 

Doug Ledford 

Jason Williams 

Krista Bonds 

Phil Dumas 

Rockwell Beam 

Stephan Smith 
Tom Cusic 

Wayne Arbogast 
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March 1: National Peanut Butter Lover’s Day 
 
March 2: National Banana Creme Pie Day 
 
March 3: National Cold Cuts Day 
 
March 4: National Pound Cake Day 
 
March 5: National Cheese Doodle Day 
 
March 6: National Frozen Food Day 
 
March 7: National Cereal Day 
 
March 8: National Peanut Cluster Day 
 
March 9: National Crabmeat Day 
 
March 10: National Pack Your LunchDay 
 
March 11: Oatmeal-Nut Waffles Day 
 
March 12: National Baked ScallopsDay 
 
March 13: Coconut Torte Day 
 
March 14: National Potato Chip Day 
 
March 15: Ag Day, Celebrating Our Bountiful Food Supply 
 
March 16: National Artichoke Hearts Day 
 
March 17: Corned Beef And Cabbage Day 
 
March 18: Oatmeal Cookie Day 
 
March 19: National Chocolate Caramel Day 
 
March 20: National Ravioli Day 
 
March 21: National French Bread Day 
 
March 22: National Water Day 
 
March 23: National Chip and Dip Day 
 
March 24: National Chocolate Covered Raisins Day 
 
March 25: National Pecan Day 
 
March 26: National Spinach Day 
 
March 27: National Spanish PaellaDay 
 
March 28: National Black ForestCake Day 
 
March 29: National Lemon ChiffonCake Day 
 
March 30: Turkey Neck Soup Day 
 
March 31: National Clams On TheHalf Shell Day 


