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 * 

Nathen Graybill is Driver of the Month for May 2013.  Nathen has been 
employed with Hoffman Transport Inc. since September 2009 and has 
always performed his duties in the most professional manner and in 
most cases with a smile and a good laugh.  Please say congratulations 
to Nathen when you see him. 

 

 Nathen Graybill 
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*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get a 
copy of your new license to Safety before it 
expires. Failure to do this WILL result in 
discipline.  

Jeff Shives 05/13 
NONE FOR MAY 2013 

05/09 James Leatherman 16 years          05/20/09 Merle Wolf 4 years 

05/20 Bevan Freshwater 13 years           05/24/11 Eldin Robison 2 years 

05/22 Robert Kring 11 years                   05/09/12 Michael Hedgecoth 1 year 

05/03 Lewis Linefsky 10 years               05/15/12 Jerry Wilkins 1 year 

05/02 Doug Mullenx                      05/13 Tobias Mottley 

05/04 Jeff Mathers                     05/27 Peggy Roberts 

05/07 Dan Clark                            05/28 James Kinaro 

05/08 Mary Jo Lehman      05/28 John Stipanovic 

05/11 Pam Major 
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Count Your Freight…….So you don’t have to pay a load claim. 

 

I would like to discuss a topic that some drivers take for granted. The topic is “Freight Claims”. We have been getting more freight claims in 
the recent months than we have had in the past year. 

 

What causes a claim, most of the time it is shortages. You the driver are responsible to count the freight and make sure you watch it being 
loaded on the truck so that it all gets loaded. 

 

I know that we do have some shippers that do not allow you on the dock. However we have some other shippers that do allow you on the 
dock to count however you must ask, they do not inform you that you can be on the dock. This is where these claims are coming from be-
cause the driver does not ask “can I count the freight”. 

 

I just want to remind all drivers, Owner Operators, and Brokers you are responsible for any preventable load claim, and will be charged for 
the entire claim. 

 

FUELING TRACTORS AND REEFERS   

I know that I shouldn’t have to remind you to always fuel your tractor and reefer when you come into the yard. Some of you have 
gotten into the habit that you wait till you are going out before you fuel. Then forgetting to put fuel in your tractor when you leave on 
your next outbound and someone else in just as big a hurry had to put fuel in the reefer that you didn’t fuel. 
So what’s wrong with this picture?  

1. You either ran out of fuel in your tractor or trailer.   

2. You had to buy high priced fuel on the road to get you home.  

3. Someone else had to fuel your reefer before they took it to load. 

4. Another driver did their job checked the fuel and found it low and returned to the yard and fueled it before starting 
their trip.  

 

You also MUST fuel your trailer before you drop it at Taylor Farms in Jessup. 

Do it right the first time and save yourself and fellow drivers problems. 

 

YOU MUST FUEL EVERY REFER YOU BRING IN THE YARD.  NO EXCEPTIONS! 
IF YOU DO NOT FUEL YOUR TRAILER AND YOU GET CAUGHT YOU WILL PAY….. 

$25.00 PENALTY.  

REMEMBER  ¾  IS NOT FULL  
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Jeff Mather 

 

Congratulations  

for being this 
month’s  violation 
free winner and  re-
ceiving a $25 Gift 
certificate!  

Driver now  entered in a drawing to win  

$1500 towards a vacation! 

 

If you know a Class A CDL driver that you feel would be a good fit for Hoffman Transport, please get in contact with me.  All I 
need is a name and a phone number.  I will contact them, qualify them and get them here.  You get paid $200 a month (every 
month) for 1 year as long as the driver remains a Full Time Active driver… 

 

…Obviously, if the driver leaves for any reason or goes Part Time, the payments cease. 

 

Payments start after the driver’s 90-day probationary period.   

This is an awesome way to recruit new drivers into our fleet FITW and make some extra money at the same time.   

 

My direct line is 1-888-726-9373.  Please see me for business cards that you can pass out to drivers on the road. 

 

Thanks and drive safe, 

Ryan Swope 

Driver Referral Program 

Refer a driver.  Get paid $2,400.00 
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Gloria Bargonetti-House 
DOH: 04/17/13 

 

William House 
DOH: 04/17/13 

 

 

Adam Wade  

Art Fickes  

Bill Fitz   

Bill Harper  

Bob Fletcher  

Brian Sattazahn  

Curtis Mizzell  

Clyde Grove  

Dave Carbaugh  

David Bernhardt  

Doug Ledford  

Dwight Miller  

Ed Jackson  

Elden Robison 

 Jeff Mather 

 Jeff Shives 

 Jim Leatherman 

 John Hines 

 John Tabler 

 Jon Youmans 

 Ken Roberts 

 Mike Weir 

 Oliver Spiegler 

 Steve Pastore 

 Tom Rauser 

 Wayne Arbogast 

 Waume Schrader 

 

Congratulations to all who had perfect logs. 
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In the world of electronics, everything moves faster than a person can think. This makes us as 
human beings want to be equally as fast. When it comes right down to it, you will not be faster 
then a computer, so you might as well go your own pace. In doing so, you’ll find things be-
come much easier, and are done right the first time. We’re still having computer issues, and 
most of it comes from being in a rush. Just slow down a little, and double check what your do-
ing and everything will come easier. 

We have many drivers assuming they switched a duty status, only to see they didn’t later and 
need a change when a log violation warning pops up. To remedy this, just take the time to look 
at the log change screen, it should say along the lines of “ON DUTY ---" Sleeper Birth.” Then 
when you hit done, look at the bottom of the screen and check your status when it cycles 
through, or just go into your log and make sure you’re actually in the sleeper. 

 Other drivers are still constantly starting the wrong trip. Remember you need to check the trip 
number before hitting start! This is an on going problem, that mixes information, and ends up 
making drivers miss out on detention since we didn’t know when they actually got to the cor-
rect stop. 

Another issue is the form messages. We have been seeing more and more forms being sent as 
soon as a driver gets to a destination. This information is important as it tells us what trailer 
you have so we don’t have to call and interrupt your nap, and it can also tell us detention time 
or driver unloads, so you don’t have to call them in after the load has been billed and tie up the 
phone lines that are already constantly ringing. 

So remember, just slow down and take that extra second, it’ll save you a lot of headaches an 
hour from now! 

Remember the story of the Turtle and the Rabbit Race?  “Slow and Easy” won the race. 
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New Trip Pack Envelope.   

 

With all the changes in technology here at Hoffman Transport Inc. a lot of 
the information that was required by the driver has been minimized. With 
these changes we have made some adjustments to the Trip Envelope.        
If you have any questions just call the office and we will be glad to help 
you complete it.  

Thank You, 

Mary Jo & Bridget 
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Driver Courtesies 
There are a number of courtesies that drivers extend to one another. Unfortunately, some of 
them are slowly dying… maybe they're not being taught to new drivers, maybe life is simply 
becoming more impersonal, it's hard to say. None the less, extending courtesy towards your 
fellow driver is a display of professionalism. 

 

Waving on 2 lanes 

Drivers often wave at one another on two lane roads. Years ago, before the CB radio became 
so popular and you had to have a Ham license, drivers had hand signals they used to commu-
nicate different messages, such as: accident ahead, speed trap ahead, etc. Though the hand 
signals are long gone, waving is not. It is a nice way to acknowledge a driver. 

 

Stopping Short or "Hanging Back" 

Drivers are always "looking ahead" to what they're driving into. When a driver can see he/she 
is going to arrive at a turn at the same time as another truck, typically one of the trucks will 
"stop short" or "hang back" so that the other can make the turn. Since trucks need a great deal 
more space when completing a turn, this makes the whole process more efficient. Since many 
turns require the truck to take most, if not all, of the available space, if two trucks were both 
pulled all the way up to the turn, neither would be able to go. 

 

Not Tying Up Left Lane 

The left lane of traffic is supposed to be the "passing lane" and the right lane is the "traveling 
lane". Some states have enacted laws to this effect and have posted signs that say something 
like, "Stay right unless passing". Since a truck is usually moving slower than KINJ other traffic, 
it only makes sense to stay out of the faster traffic. It is also very important to guard the blind 
area beside the passenger door on the right side of a truck. Preventing others from passing by 
blocking the left lane makes people angry and they will only wait so long before doing crazy 
things to get around - such as passing on a shoulder, etc. 

 

Turn signals 

Drivers are usually very good about using their turn signals. This is yet another way that a pro-
fessional driver stands out from the rest. 4 way flashers are often used to communicate to oth-
ers that a truck is moving very slowly, when parked along the side of the road or when backing. 
Drivers are usually very good about using the proper signals, turning or 4 ways, when needed. 
Again, it is a sign of professionalism 

 

Don't "Park" in the Fuel Line 

Many drivers will pull through the fuel island to run inside the truck stop and get coffee, use the 
restroom, etc. While this doesn't usually create a problem, some drivers will literally park there 
for a long enough time that someone pulls in behind them, fuels and then ends up being 
blocked in because the other driver is in the truck stop taking a shower or sitting down for a 
meal! To keep another driver waiting because you're too lazy to actually park in a spot is terri-
ble etiquette. 
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Across 

1. Chimney disease? 

2. ____-Rooter 

3. Actor Rickman 

4. Slangy denials 

1 2 3 4 

 

MAY  

Facts about May 
 

According to the early Roman calendar, May was the third 
month. Later, the ancient Romans used January 1 for the 
beginning of their year, and May became the fifth month. 
May has always had 31 days. 
Several stories are passed around to show how the month 
of May was named. The most widely accepted explanation 
is that it was named for Maia, the Roman goddess of spring 
and growth. Her name related to a Latin word that means 
increase or growth. 
 

May is one of the most beautiful months of the year in the 
North Temperate Zone. Usually the snow and ice are gone 
and the hot temperatures haven't WOOW arrived. The first 
garden begins to sprout in May. The wild flowers are 
blooming, and the trees and grasses have turned green. 
Wild flowers that bloom in different parts of America are 
the forsythia, dogwood, violets, and jack-in-the-box. Many 
birds have built their nests, and mother birds are sitting 
on the eggs, which will soon hatch. 
 

 

Dates to remember in May 

Kentucky Derby – 4th 

Cinco De Mayo -5th 

Mother’s Day -12th 

Armed Forces Day-18th 

Memorial Day - 27th 

Down 

1. Actress Drescher 

2. Classic Kinks song 

3. Bryce Canyon Locale 

4. Many many years 

 


