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Congratulations to Art Fickes for being the November 2013 Driver of 
the Month winner.   Art has been employed with us since March 2009.   
Not enough can be said about the type of driver Art is.  He is profes-
sional and courteous to everyone.  Please shake hands with Art when 
you see him. 

 

Arthur Fickes 
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*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get a 
copy of your new license to Safety before it 
expires. Failure to do this WILL result in 
discipline. 

 Phil Dumas 11/20 

  
None for November 2013 

11/03 Chris Hoffman  11/15  Rodger Davis 

11/04  Krista Bonds  11/19  Christopher Lee 

11/10  Brad Melzer  11/24  Ryan Swope 

11/12 Cliff Harry  11/26 Vernon Godsey 

11/14  Bill Fitz  11/28  Doris Lamberty 

17 years Tom Pfeiffer 

17 years Warren Mongold 

  8 years Jeff Osenbaugh 

  5 years John Tabler 

  3 years Karen Lloyd 

  2 years Eric Shorter 

  1 year Tobias Mottley 
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Food Lion Dropped Trailers at Fresh Express : 

 
Attention all drivers.  When you are dropping a Food lion load at the Fresh Express lot you are told to 
put the bills of lading in the trailer. 

 
If you have to break a seal to open the trailer doors to put yours bills in the trailer,  DO NOT throw the 
seal on the ground.  

 

Please put the seal inside the trailer with your bills of lading. 

 

SOME LOADS TAKE SPECIAL CARE 

We are experiencing some difficulties hauling loads of cooking oil and some other heavy products that are 
hard to stack tight on skids. Shrink wrap can only do so much on holding these products on the skid.  When 
the product starts to move it stretches the wrap to the point that it may fall from the skid onto the trailer floor. 
When this happens we get a load claim for the damaged carton plus any other carton that is soiled. The largest 
claim so far was for 180 cases of cooking oil. 

 
These loads can be hauled without problems if you secure them with your load locks and slow down when go-
ing around turns and on rough roads. Hard braking will also cause the load to shift and cause load claims.  

 

Make sure these skids are loaded tight together when they are loaded on your trailer, If it is a pre-load or you 
are taking it off our yard check the load before you leave. Report any problems to the guard before you leave 
the yard. 
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Scanning 

 

 Drivers have done well with the new scanning procedure.  
It is really beneficial to get your paperwork in faster so it 
can be processed for billing and payroll.  I just want to re-
mind the drivers who do scan to make sure you are writing 
the order number on each page  and that all pages are legi-
ble.  The importance of this is for the customer.  We don’t 
want to send them bills that they cannot read.  Keep up the 
good work and if you have any issues please let me or 
someone in dispatch know. 

 

Thanks 

Mary Jo 

End of Year Check UP… 

 
Please take a few minutes to stop and see Pamela 
or Karen to check if we have your correct Social 
Security Number.  We will be running W-2’s at 

end of December.  Also please check your payroll 
check or direct deposit stub to see that we have 

your correct address.  It is a lot easier for us to cor-
rect typos now than after we process W-2’s. 

 

Pamela 
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Congratulations to these 32 drivers who had perfect logs.  
1 less then last month  

 
To make this list you can not have any HOS violations and have marked every over the road 
fuel stop as “on-duty not driving and fuel in your remark section on your elog. 

Al Shenk Elwood Godsey Steve Lebre  

Bill Fitz Gloria House Tom Rauser 

Bill Harper Jeff Shives Warren Mongold 

Bob Kring Jerry WIlkins William House 

Brad Melzer Jim Leatherman  

Brian Whittington John Minkema  

Charles Harris John Moore  

Cliff Harry John Tabler  

Dave Carbaugh Jon Youmans  

David Bernhardt Krista Bonds  

Del Campbell Matt Favors  

Donald Grove Merle Wolf  

Dwight Miller Phil Dumas  

Ed Jackson Scott Kain  

Andrew Yann Tom Pfeiffer 

Doug Ledford Wayne Arbogast 

Eldin Robison William Jones 

Eric Shorter  

Jeff Mather  

Mike Laughlin  

Paul Demers  

  

Honorable Mentions 

The following 16 drivers although did not have “Perfect Logs” their violations were below 10 minutes.   

Keep improving and hopefully we will see you next month in the list above. 
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To be able to bill our customers faster and get your pay more consistent, we have 
two great options above and beyond Fed Ex. 

 

A:  Trip Pak Scanner.  This allows you to scan your bills of lading, re-
ceipts, Hoffman forms, etc,… right from the comfort of your truck.  If 
you do not have a scanner and would like one, please contact Ryan in 
Safety. 

 

B:  Transflo Mobile.  This is an APP for IPhones and Android Smart 
Phones that is free to download and use.  You simply login, take a picture 
and send it.  You can take pictures of your bills of lading, receipts, Railex 
recorder tape, etc,… and send it directly to us.  For instructions on the 
APP and if your phone qualifies, please contact Ryan in Safety. 

 

We would like to have all Regional Drivers using one of these two means 
of  “scanning” by the first of the year.  We are trying to use Fed Ex as a 
last resort. 

 

 Things to Remember When Scanning and/or Turning in your Paperwork 

 Write the Hoffman Trip # on every Sheet you Scan. 

 If you are doing a Railex load, you must turn in the Railex recorder tape. 

 If you paid for a lumper, not only do you have to turn in a lumper receipt, but 
you have to turn in a lumper form. 

 

 Driver Referral Program 

 If you refer a driver to us, you will be paid $200 every month for 12 months after 
their 90-day probation period ends. 

 The driver must be in Full Time Status in order for you to be paid. 

 

Ryan Swope 
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Frank Kesserling 
DOH: 10/02 

Frank Stine  
DOH: 10/02 

Steve Wormuth 
DOH: 10/02 

Kenneth Stahl 
DOH: 10/02 

  

Paul Long 
DOH:  10/30 

Clifton Brown 
DOH:  10/23 

Steve Smith 
DOH: 10/23 
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Affordable Care Act 

 

How does the Affordable Care Act (ACA) affect me? 

Certain ACA features apply to all plans, and are already a part of Hoffman Transport’s medical plans, in‐
cluding:  

 No lifetime limits on coverage; 

 No arbitrary cancellations of health coverage by insurance companies; and 

Coverage for adult children up to age 26. 

What’s new under the ACA for 2014? 

         You must be covered or pay a fee: Starting in 2014, if you don’t have health coverage, you will 
have to pay the government a fee. In 2014, it’s $95 per adult ($47.50 per child) or 1% of income, 
whichever is higher. The highest fee a family would have to pay in 2014 is $285. The fee is sched‐
uled to increase after 2014.  

         Health Insurance Marketplace: The Health Insurance Marketplace, sometimes called the 
“exchange,” will open on October 1, 2013. Some states have their own state run exchanges and 
some states are using the Federal exchange.  Pennsylvania does not have their own exchange so 
residents in PA can use the Federal Healthcare Exchange.   Maryland has a state run exchange 
called “Maryland Health Connection”.  Other states like West Virginia also have their own state 
run exchange.  The Marketplace was primarily designed to provide a place where people without 
insurance can compare plans and buy health coverage at affordable rates.  

Can I apply for health insurance through The Federal Exchange or The Maryland Health Connection? 

Anyone can apply for health insurance through the Federal Exchange or the Maryland Health Connec‐
tion. However, if your employer offers you health insurance that meets “minimum value” standards and 
doesn’t cost you more than 9.5 percent of your household income, then you will not be eligible for any 
financial assistance to help you pay the premiums. Since Hoffman Transport’s plan meets (and exceeds) 
the standards, and is not likely to exceed 9.5 percent of most, if not all, of our employees’ household in‐
comes, you would likely have to pay the full premium if you enrolled in a plan through the Marketplace.  

Could I get a better deal through the Marketplace?  

Most  group health plans, such as Hoffman Transport’s plan, will provide a better deal than the plans 
available through the Marketplace. This is largely due to the fact that Hoffman’s plan provides richer 
benefits and Hoffman pays a portion of the premium for your coverage. Also, when you enroll in the 
Hoffman Transport plan, you pay your portion of the premium on a pre‐tax basis, which saves you 
money. If you enroll through the Marketplace, you pay the full premium on an after‐tax basis.  

For more information 

     For information on the Health Insurance Marketplace, go to www.healthcare.gov or call 1‐800‐
318‐2596. 

     For information on Maryland Health Connection, go to www.marylandhealthconnection.gov or 
call 1‐855‐642‐8572. 
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ROADSIDE INSPECTIONS:  How trucks are targeted 

 

Have you ever wondered why one truck is selected for a roadside inspection while another is 
waved on without a second glance? You no doubt know that the selection process isn’t ran-
dom, but you may not realize how scientific it has become.  
      In order to maximize scarce resources, federal and state agencies use an automated 
roadside system to guide the selection of vehicles and drivers for roadside inspections.  
      The primary objective of the Inspection Selection System is to recommend vehicles for 
inspections based on one or both of the following:  
      1. Poor prior safety performance evidenced by an unsatisfactory safety compliance fit-
ness rating and/or higher-than-average driver/vehicle out-of-service rates.  
      2. Very few or no roadside inspections in the previous two years relative to the carrier’s 
size.  
      The selection process begins when an inspector enters a truck’s DOT or ICC number into 
the computer. ISS then generates an inspection value based upon the carrier’s safety per-
formance history. It also highlights areas of potential deficiencies found in past inspections of 
the carrier’s vehicles.  
      It’s important to note that inspection values are carrier specific. The system doesn’t 
identify specific vehicles or drivers with past problems. Furthermore, the ISS is only a tool 
for the inspectors. In the end, they decide whether or not a truck will be pulled over.  
      Department of Transportation data confirms that out-of-service rates are sustantially 
higher when an inspection is recommended by the ISS. Analyzing data from almost 40,000 
roadside inspections conducted in 10 states during the first eight months of 1996, the OOS 
rate was 33.7% for vehicles recommended for inspection by the ISS and 20.0% for those 
the ISS did not recommend. The driver OOS rate was 13.5% for ISS recommended inspec-
tions and 9.9% for those not recommended.  
      Clearly, ISS helps the inspectors target unsafe carriers and reduces the inspection bur-
den on proven safe carriers. Yet despite the systematic selection process and despite nation-
wide out-of-service criteria, there is a troubling lack of uniformity among the states when we 
look at final inspection results. 

 

The table summarizes 
the results of roadside 
inspections in some key 
states during 
International Highway 
Transportation Safety 
Week, June 1-6, 1998. 
Over 500 inspections 
were conducted in each 
of the states listed, so 
the results can be 
considered 
representative. 

State OOS Percentages 

  Truck Driver 

Arkansas 16.9 5.4 

California 24.4 3.4 

Iowa 33.8 7.2 

Mass 26.8 6.3 

New York 37.5 9.2 

Ohio 28.4 7.4 

Texas 38.0 9.3 
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Across 

1.  ____-o’lantern 

2. “Once ____a Time 

3. Grow weary. 

4. Not crazy 

 

1 2 3 4 

Down 

1. Sticks (out) 

2. Samoan City 

3. Halloween Candy ____ 

4. ____-high socks 

 

 

Sunday December 8, 2013  

Arrive anytime after 11:30 a.m. 

Dinner served at 12:30 
 

Where:   

Maugansville Ruritan Club 

 
Directions: 

From Hoffman yard take 81S to Exit 9, 

Turn right at end of ramp. 

Go about ¼ mile to a blue building on your left. 

If you get to a stop sign you have gone to far. 


