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Dennis Gesin is our current Hoffman Transport, Inc. Driver of the Month.  Dennis 
joined Hoffman in April of this year.  Dennis is a full-time local driver for Hoffman 
Transport, Inc.  Dennis has been a great addition to the fleet.  He is dependable 
and safe out on our roadways.  If you see Dennis, please congratulate him on a 
job well done.   

Dennis Gesin 
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*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get a 
copy of your new license to Safety before it 
expires. Failure to do this WILL result in 
discipline.  

 

           Krista Bonds  11/04 
         Jose Coreas  11/24 
         Rodger Davis  11/15 
        William Fitz  11/14 
        Vernon Godsey  11/26 
        Clifford Harry  11/12 
        Chris Hoffman  11/03 
        Chris Lee   11/19 
        Ryan Swope  11/24 
        Jason Williams  11/13 
        

         Karen Lloyd   4yrs 
                  Warren Mongold  18yrs 
        Walter Osenbaugh, Jr. 9yrs 
        Thomas Pfeiffer  18yrs 
                  Sara Schilling   1yr 
        Melvin Shelton  1yr 
        Eric Shorter   3yrs 
          
                 

Name Expires Date of Physical Appt 
Vernon Godsey 11/27/14 11/10/14 1pm 
Steve Pastore 11/19/14 11/03/14 10am 
Robert Striplin 11/28/14 11/10/14 130pm 
Brian York 11/09/14 10/23/14 2pm 

Jose Coreas 
Bill Fitz 
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WINTER DRIVING HAZARDS 
 
Although we all can appreciate that poor weather conditions are not in our con-
trol and frequently happen unexpectedly, we also know that we cannot always 
blame the conditions for an accident. As a professional driver, you accept that 
you and your fellow drivers must adjust to the conditions to avoid accidents and 
we thank you for that. 

 

For example, as a driver you know that loss of traction may be caused by snow, 
rain, sleet, and ice. You are aware and adjust your driving to those slippery con-
ditions, because it can take as much as three and a half times the distance to stop 
as it will on a dry surface. 

 

Another winter condition that you, as a professional driver, are on constant 
watch for Black Ice. Black ice occurs when there is a sudden drop in tempera-
ture that causes very thin and invisible layer of  ice to form on the road surface. 
Some of the more common places you will find black ice are on bridges, shaded 
areas of the roadway, curves, and in areas that there is little traffic. 

 

You also know from years of experience that when you are following other traf-
fic and there is no water spray from the wheels ahead, despite snowy conditions, 
you are most likely on packed snow or ice. Instinct and training tell you to slow 
down cautiously and to never use your jake brake on slippery road surfaces. This 
could cause a Jack Knife Accident. 

 

The winter months are some of the busiest for trucking, but because a driver is 
never sure when weather can effect his or her time, we hope that every driver 
will be conscious of his or her schedule and route and adjust his or her speed to 
get safely home. Continue to make good decisions. Always make sure that your 
vehicle is equipped for the cold weather.  This includes warm clothes, fuel, food, 
fluids, etc.  

 

Thank You for Driving Safely 
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We moved 213 loads on inbound to Food Lion in Greencastle in the first 
half of October.  Our on-time performance was 97.65%, which is out-
standing!  Thanks goes out to all the drivers for making this happen. 

BIG RIG BASICS 
 

Stop Thief! 

 
Are you safe from thieves? Are you sure? Any load can be subject to theft — especially if the product you’re hauling is valuable. 
Why not protect yourself, the shipper and your cargo insurance policy? 
 
Even though any security device can be penetrated — eventually — let’s face facts. If a thief is confronted with a security device 
that creates a lot of noise and takes long enough to disable, he’s likely to get caught. And, because of those risks, he’s likely to be 
discouraged by the sight of heavy security. 

Good locks are an important element in securing your load. Look for a lock made of stainless steel so it won’t ever corrode in the 
locked position — an annoying situation if there ever was one. You might also try locks that offer a second line of defense against 
bolt cutters, such as locks with bodies fashioned from a continuous piece of stainless steel instead of the commonly used lami-
nated body. 

Food cargo protection has become a hot topic since Sept. 11 because of the great potential for inflicting harm to large numbers 
with invisible biological or chemical agents that could be used to contaminate food. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s web-
site has some worthwhile suggestions relating to physical security for food. Visit www.cfsan.fda.gov, and then click on “Food Safety 
and Terrorism.” When that page opens, click on “Guidance for industry food producers, processors, transporters and retailers; 
Food Security preventive measures guidance.” Or, you can just type in: http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/ ~dms/secguid.html. 
The site’s recommendations particularly relevant to truckers include:  

·  securing doors (including freight loading doors), windows, roof openings/hatches, vent openings, trailer bodies, tanker trucks and 
bulk storage tanks for liquids, solids and compressed gases, to the extent possible (e.g., using locks, “jimmy plates,” seals and 
alarms)  

·  using metal doors  

·  accounting for all keys 

Insurance companies base premiums on a trucker or trucking company’s ability to protect the goods being transported, and, over 
the long term, a client’s individual loss history. That means the effort you make to keep your cargo safe translates into lower premi-
ums. And a trucking company known for keeping its cargo safe is also more likely to get and retain any shipper’s business. 
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Welcome Drivers 

Brian Wheeler 
10/08/2014 

Cory Grantham 
10/29/2014 

James Glenn 
9/30/2014 

Larry Portner 
10/24/2014 
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(From September 2014) 

Art Fickes 
Charles Harris 

David Bernhardt 
Elwood Godsey 
Rockwell Beam 

Tom Rauser 

Al Shenk 
Alan Shives 

Bill Fitz 
Bill Woods 
Bob Kring 

Brian Whittingtion 

Brian York 

Charles Carpen-
ter 

Chris Lee 

Cliff Harry 
Dave Carbaugh 

 

David Ruffin 

Dennis Gesin 

Dennis Ratliff 

Del Campbell 

Doug Ledford 

Dwight Miller 

Ed Jackson 

Eddie Kelbaugh 

Eldin Robison 

Eric Harry 

Frank Yaccarino 

Gregory Dennis 

James Kinaro 

James Stull 

Jeff Mather 

Jeff Shives 

Joseph Trail 

John Conner 

John Tabler 

Jon Youmans 

Jose Coreas 

Joe Trail 

Ken Roberts 

Krista Bonds 

Melvin Shelton 

Merle Wolf 

Mike Weir 
Phil Dumas 

Stephan Smith 
Steve Smith 
Steve Miller 

Steve Pastore 
Tom Cusic 

Tom Pfeiffer 
Warren Mongold 
Wayne Arbogast 
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WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 
 

WHAT HAPPENED: At approximately 1:06 a.m., driver of Vehicle #1 
was traveling in the right-hand lane of a two lane interstate highway with 
traffic in both lanes moving in the same direction. Conditions were dry. 
At 1:11 a.m., Driver of Vehicle #1 encountered construction zone warning 
signs stating “Left lane closed” and “No Passing” as well as heavy traffic. 
Driver of Vehicle #1 adjusted his speed to approximately 35-40 m.p.h. as 
the road began to narrow and traffic began to merge into one lane. As Ve-
hicle #1 traveled about a third of the distance into the narrowing road, 
Driver of Vehicle #1 noticed Vehicle #2 out of the corner of his eye ap-
proaching  on Vehicle #1’s left at a high rate of speed aggressively at-
tempting to pass Vehicle #1. Driver of Vehicle #1 applied the brakes 
slowing Vehicle #1, having ample distance between Vehicle #1 and other 
cars approaching from behind, and remained in the right-hand lane at the 
reduced speed while Vehicle #2 sped forward on left, veered abruptly 
right and collided with the left front bumper of Vehicle #1. 

 

THE DECISION: The accident review committee has ruled this case 
preventable. The committee’s review was limited to the facts and circum-
stances presented in the case. 

 

REASON/RECOMMENDATION: Driver of Vehicle #1 failed to accu-
rately observe existing conditions as well as failed to slow significantly to 
yield the right of way and avoid the accident. Being in a construction 
zone, Driver of Vehicle #1 was trained to be aware of and take precau-
tions against a multitude of potential hazards. The fact that the offending 
and violating Vehicle #2 had traveled the entire length of the combination 
vehicle prior to impact means that Driver of Vehicle #1 should have had 
ample time to observe Vehicle #2 and react accordingly to avoid the colli-
sion.  
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FUEL SPILL SAFETY MEASURES 

 
1. ALWAYS PUT NOZZLE IN TANK BEFORE TURNING PUMP ON! 

 

2. STAY WITH VEHICLE WHERE YOU CAN OBSERVE THE PUMP AND NOZZLES WHILE FUELING! 

 

3. AUTOMATIC SHUT OFF NOZZLES DON`T ALWAYS SHUT OFF AS THEY SHOULD! 

 

4. IF YOU SHOULD HAVE A FUEL SPILL SHUT OFF PUMPS IMEDIATELY! 

 

5. NOTIFY SOMEONE IN THE SHOP TO HELP CONTAIN THE SPILL! 

 

6. USE BROOMS AND OIL DRY TO CLEAN UP ANY SPILLED FUEL! 

 

NEVER LEAVE VEHICLE WHEN FUELING, ALWAYS NOTIFY SHOP IN CASE OF SPILL! 

 

 

 

Peggy Roberts 
 

Please keep Peggy in your thoughts and prayers as she takes some time off work to 
continue her battle with cancer. 
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Safety Update 

 

Every couple of months, it is nice to rewind and reflect on some policies that occa-
sionally get forgotten.   

 

DVIR – DVIR’s are required.  (Not only by Hoffman Transport, Inc., but by the 
Federal Government.)  We have to have one for every day you are in the truck.  
And we need to keep them on file for 3 months.  You can do a DVIR on your Peo-
plenet (under Messaging and Create Form).  Do one DAILY.   

 

SCALING LOADS – We have a free scale on the yard.  Use it.  Hoffman Trans-
port, Inc. does not pay for overweight fines.  Even if you think your load is “okay” 
weight wise, scale it anyway to make sure your tandems are in the right position.  
(to evenly distribute the weight) 

 

LUMPER FORMS – When you pay for a lumper, we need the receipt turned in as 
well as the Hoffman Lumper Form filled out.  We cannot bill the customer with out 
these two items.  Failure to turn in these items will result in the driver not getting 
credit for that lumper.   

 

DETENTION FORMS – Most of our customers do pay detention, but only if they 
know about it and if we bill it.  Part of the process requires you to turn in your De-
tention form with your bills for that load.  If we do not get a Detention form, you 
will not get paid for any time sitting.   

 

Please keep these policies in mind daily as they are very important to the operation 
and to your wallet.   

 

Ryan Swope 
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*The pilgrims didn't use forks; they ate with spoons, knives, and their fingers  

*Abraham Lincoln issued a 'Thanksgiving Proclamation' on third October 1863 and officially set aside the last Thursday of Novem-
ber as the national day for Thanksgiving  

*The annual Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade tradition began in the 1920's  

*Since 1947, the National Turkey Federation has presented a live turkey and two dressed turkeys to the President. The President 
does not eat the live turkey. He "pardons" it and allows it to live out its days on a historical farm  

*In the US, about 280 million turkeys are sold for the Thanksgiving celebrations  

*Each year, the average American eats somewhere between 16 - 18 pounds of turkey  

*The average weight of a turkey purchased at Thanksgiving is 15 pounds  

*The heaviest turkey ever raised was 86 pounds, about the size of a large dog  

*A 15 pound turkey usually has about 70 percent white meat and 30 percent dark meat  

*A 16-week-old turkey is called a fryer. A five to seven month old turkey is called a young roaster 

New Faces 

 

 Hoffman Transport has recently added two new faces to our operations team.  Travis Hebron will be assisting Derek with the 
intermodal operation and Ian Miller will be involved in the customer service segment of our business. 

 

 If Derek is unavailable, Travis will be able to help with rail billing and any intermodal related questions or concerns.  Ian will 
assist Branden with EFS checks, OS&Ds, load scheduling, and Taylor Farms reporting.  If you get a chance, please welcome each new 
member of our team. 

 

Thanks, 

Chris 

* Lobster, rabbit, chicken, fish, squashes, beans, chestnuts, hickory nuts, onions, leeks, dried fruits, maple syrup and honey, radishes, 
cabbage, carrots, eggs, and goat cheese are thought to have made up the first Thanksgiving feast.  
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