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Doug Ledford is Hoffman Transport, Inc. Driver of the Month for      
November 2016. Doug joined the Hoffman Family August 13, 2003. He 
is a great asset to our fleet. He is a hard-worker and safety-minded. Doug 
does what is asked of him and he often goes above and beyond the call of 
duty. When you see Doug, please congratulate him on a job well done. 

Doug Ledford 
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*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to 
get a copy of your new license to 
Safety before it expires. Failure to 
do this WILL result in discipline.  

DAVIS RODGER W November 15 
FITZ WILLIAM November 14 

WIELAND AARON November 4 
SKYERS EARL November 28 
HARRY CLIFFORD November 12 

WILLIAMS JASON November 13 
GRANTHAM CORY November 14 

FOGLE JOHN November 25 
COREAS JOSE November 24 

HOFFMAN CHRIS November 3 
GRIFFEY WALLACE November 13 
KEENEY ROSS November 1 

MONGOLD WARREN  November 29, 1996 
PFEIFFER THOMAS  November 08, 1996 
RINGLER CHRISTOPHER  November 09, 2015 
SHORTER ERIC  November 09, 2011 
KUHN GEORGE  November 10, 2014 
OSENBAUGH, JR WALTER J  November 16, 2005 
PATTERSON SARA  November 06, 2013 

Harris, Charles DOT Physical 10/28/16 @ 8:30 AM 
Miller, Dwight DOT Physical 10/28/16 @ 4:00 PM 
Mongold, Warren DOT Physical  11/4/16 @ 4:30 PM 
Pastore, Steven DOT Physical 10/31/16 @ 9:00 AM 
Stull, James DOT Physical 11/14/16 @ 8:30 AM 
Young, Carl DOT Physical 10/31/16 @ 4:00 PM 

Keeny, Ross     11/22/16 

Williams, Jason 11/14/16 
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Tips for a Driver 
 

Here are safety pointers perfect for new  drivers and old pros. 
  

Watch your blind spots 

Other motorists may not be aware of a truck's "no zones". Common "no zones" include: 
 Off to the side just in front of the cab 

 Just behind the side mirrors 
 
 Directly behind the truck other drivers most often are unaware of these spots. As frustrating 

as this can be, it's up to you to exercise caution before turning or changing lanes and to 
maintain a safe distance. 

 

Reduce speed in work zones 

Roughly one-third of all fatal work-zone accidents involve large trucks. Make sure to take your 
time going through interstate construction — your delivery can always wait. 
 

Maintain your truck 
Give your vehicle a thorough check each morning (fluid levels, horn, mirrors, etc.). The brakes 
are vital, given how much weight is riding on them. If you spot anything unusual, report it    
immediately. 
 

Load cargo wisely 
The higher you stack cargo, the more drag on the truck. By stacking lower and spreading cargo 
through the full space of the truck, you can stay more nimble and improve your fuel economy. 
$$Remember that fuel bonus$$ 
 

Reduce speed on curves 
Following the speed limit is usually a good thing. When it comes to trucking however, there are 
times when even the posted sign is too fast.  Watch your speed on exit and entrance ramps, 
the speed limits are meant more for cars.   Going too fast can cause your tractor to tip. When 
going through any curve, it's best to set your speed lower than the posted limit. 

 

Adjust for bad weather 
Inclement weather causes roughly 25% of all speeding-related truck driving accidents. Cut your 
speed down by one-third on wet roads, and by one-half on snowy or icy ones. 

Also allow more time for maneuvers in poor weather. Let your blinker run for a good 5 blinks 
before your change lanes, and signal for turns before slowing down. 
 

Take care of yourself 
A big part of truck driver safety has to do with you. Getting enough sleep, eating right and    
exercising will help you feel more content and refreshed behind the wheel. 
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Daryl Anders 

10/13/16 

David Frankton 

10/04/16 
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(From September 2016) 

Al Shenk 
Alan Shives 
Art Fickes 
Bill Dunigan 
Bill Fitz 
Brian Whittington 
Charles Carpenter 
Cliff Harry 
Curtis Brandle 
Dave Carbaugh 

David Bernhardt 
David Krause 
David Ridley 
Dennis Gesin 
Dennis Ratliff 
Desmond Pantaja 
Doug Carey 
Drew Vignali 
Dwight Miller 
Eddie Kelbaugh 

Edward Hoffman 
Eldin Robison 
Eric Harry 
Frank Paterek 
James Stull 
Janetta Crawford 
Jason Kinna 
John Tabler 
Jorge Polar 
Josh Johnson 

Keith Williams 
Merle Wolf 
Mike Weir 
Otis Williams 
Raymond Davy 
Robert Davis 
Steve Pastore 
Tim Leonard 
Tom Cusic 
Tom Pfeiffer 
Wayne Arbogast 

Aaron Wieland 
Bill Woods 
Carl Young 
Chris Ringler 
Daniel Rife 
Doug Ledford 
James Hubbard 
Jason Williams 

Jeff Mather 
Karl Wenzl 
Ken Roberts 
Ken Stahl 
Paul Demers 
Phil Dumas 
Stephan Smith 
Warren Mongold 
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* Top10% Top 50% Team MPG Trk Name 

1 $100.00 $50.00 1 7.75 394 D.Pantaja 
2 $100.00 $50.00 1 7.66 392 D.Carey 
3   $50.00 1 7.50 366 T.Leonard 
4   $50.00 1 7.38 391 C.Young 
5   $50.00 1 7.31 346 J.Davy 
6   $50.00 1 7.29 393 J.Polar 
7   $50.00 1 7.25 336 E.Kelbaugh 
8   $50.00 1 7.03 353 J.Hubbard 
9   $50.00 1 6.89 325 C.Brandle 
10   $50.00 1 6.87 395 D.Ridley 

* Top10% Top 50% Team MPG Trk Name 

1 $100.00 $50.00 2 7.75 333 A.Wieland 
2 $100.00 $50.00 2 7.48 384 O.Williams 
3 $100.00 $50.00 2 7.41 343 M. Favors 
4 $100.00 $50.00 2 7.37 331 K.Williams 
5   $50.00 2 7.32 390 C.Grantham 
6   $50.00 2 6.98 387 A. Fickes 
7   $50.00 2 6.97 355 M. Wolf 
8   $50.00 2 6.97 381 C.Ringler 
9   $50.00 2 6.91 388 D.Ledford 
10   $50.00 2 6.90 348 T. Cusic 
11   $50.00 2 6.90 379 M. Weir 
12   $50.00 2 6.81 330 K. Roberts 
13   $50.00 2 6.81 351 E. Robison 
14   $50.00 2 6.79 389 D.Bernhardt 
15   $50.00 2 6.69 345 D.Rife 
16   $50.00 2 6.65 367 W. Arbogast 
17   $50.00 2 6.64 361 P.Demers 
18   $50.00 2 6.62 382 J.Mather 

  Top10% Top 50% Team MPG Trk Name 
* $100.00 $50.00 3 8.55 399 B.Fitz 
1   $50.00 3 8.29 398 B.Mongold 
2   $50.00 3 8.08 397 B.Kring 
3     3 8.06 401 A.Shenk 
4     3 8.01 400 T.Pfeiffer 
5     3 7.77 402 A.Shives 
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Fuel Bonus Policy 
Changes 

 

Effective November 1, 2016  

 

All fuel bonus winners must collect their winnings from the 5th 
day of the month in which is announced to the 5th day of the   
following month.  The Hoffman Gazette is available online by 
the 5th day of each month at www.HoffmanTransport.com .  The      
winners for each month are announced in the newsletter the   
second month following. (ex. September winners are announced 
in the November issue of the Hoffman Gazette) 

 

Drivers must make an effort to come into the office during the 
time frame requires to collect their funds.  If a driver cannot 
make it into the office during the time frame required, he/she 
may contact Tara Black to provide the reason and request that 
the bonus is left with the guard on duty.  The money must be 
picked up the night of the request and a receipt MUST be          
initialed and signed when the money is collected.                  
NO EXCEPTIONS. 
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Winter time is coming again. Are you ready??? 
When it comes to winter, BEING PREPARED is especially crucial. 

BE PREPARED BY Putting Together Extra Clothes and Survival Gear 

You should pack some extra clothes and survival gear to keep in your truck.  There may be times you’ll be stuck on the road somewhere 
because the road gets shut down or an accident stops traffic.  Some basic items to make sure you have: 

 Extra Warm Clothes 

 Extra shoes 

 Extra blanket(s) 

 Snacks 

 Bottled water 

 Lighter  

 Candles  

 Matches  

 Flashlight  

 Scissors  

 Tissues  

 Ice scraper  

 Extra pair of gloves  

 Cigarettes  

 Canned food & an opener  

 Coffee can to melt snow  

 First Aid Kit  

Think about what other items you absolutely couldn’t stand to be without for a long period of time.  

BE PREPARED BY Getting Good Weather Reports! Sources for them:  

 Weather Band Radio - either buy one or buy a CB with it built in.  Your truck’s AM/FM radio may have a weather band. 

 Truck Stop TV  - in the winter, many truck stops have a television in the restaurant and/or driver’s lounge with nationwide weather 
updates 24 hours a day. 

 Internet  - There are many, many sites devoted to weather. 

 Calling the weather line for a particular state  - These phone numbers can be found in your Motor Carrier’s Atlas as well as on the 
State Contact List in this book..  If you can’t find a phone number that will give you the information you’re looking for, you can also try the 
Highway Patrol for that state. 

 Calling home - Ask your family to watch the Weather Channel or at least tune in to the news.  You may want to mention to them that 
you’re more interested in the national fronts than anything else. 

 CB radio   Be careful about believing everything you hear on the CB because you’ll get a great deal of conflicting information.  Ask 
several drivers for weather reports for the same area. 

BE PREPARED BY Knowing How to Recognize A Potentially Dangerous Road Condition / Situation 

Sometimes it’s hard to tell if the road is freezing up.  It may be raining, snowing, sleeting, etc. but the temperature is hovering around 32 
and you’re just not sure if you’re dealing with wet road or an icy one.   

 Watch For Spray from other vehicles’ tires.  If SPRAY is coming up, chances are very good it is not freezing.  (But that doesn’t 
mean it can’t start.)  Look for spray coming up from your own tires, too.  It’s a reassuring thing to see!! 

 Watch Other Vehicles  Are they slip-sliding and fishtailing?  Are you starting to see cars in the ditch?  Are you seeing trucks 
rolled over in the ditch or on the on/off ramps?  These are strong indicators that the road is likely to be slicker than it appears. 

 Ice build-up on windshield, where wipers don’t cover indicates it is freezing. 

 Ice build up on CB antennas makes them bounce back and forth very fast. 

 Black Ice is scary stuff because it is so difficult to see.  Black Ice can accumulate anywhere but be especially careful after the sun 
goes down after a relatively warm day.  When the temperature drops below freezing after having a fair amount of melt-off during 
the day, new icy patches will form. 

At the beginning of the winter, even around 32 degrees, it is not as likely that roadways will start to freeze over as soon as there’s precipita-
tion.  This is because the ground is still warm from the summer.  As the winter progresses, the ground becomes colder and colder and will 
freeze up faster when precipitation falls 
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Frozen Brakes    

What Freezes?   The brake lining freezes to the brake drum 

Why?  If you set your brakes when they’re wet and it is cold (enough) outside, they may freeze.  

How do you “unfreeze” them?  If you do have frozen brakes, you will have to break them loose.  First try backing up - quite often 

they’ll break free on their own.  If that doesn’t work you will have to “beat” on them with a hammer.  Try to hit at the linings in a 

sideways motion.   

How do you prevent it from happening?  When pulling into the truck stop after you’ve been driving on snowy and/or slushy roads, 

drive around just a bit with your foot over the brake slightly.  This can help dry them out.  

In the winter especially, get into the habit that every time you leave a place, you look to see that 

all wheels are rolling.  You could have one locked up and if you don’t look, you may not know. 
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Vehicle Weight Exemptions 

For APU’s 
 

  A Federal exemption was signed by President Bush in August of 2005 that increased a 
vehicle’s maximum gross weight by 400 lbs. to account for the additional weight of 
APU’s. However, since this was only an exemption and not a Federal Mandate, it does not 
supersede state laws. Since then most states have adopted an exemption that now allows 
for an increase on GVW and axle weight. Below are the states that we regularly drive 
through and what their guidelines are for the weight exemptions. The information was    
obtained from the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration. 

 

 

Connecticut: 

Exemption allowed. Applies to axle weight, GVW, or bridge formula weight for the 
certifiable weight of CPU. 

 

Delaware: 

Exemption allowed. Applies to axle weight, GVW, or bridge formula weight for the 
certifiable weight of CPU. This exemption pertains to vehicles traveling on Interstate 
highways and U.S. numbered routes. 

 

Maine: 

Exemption allowed. Applies to axle weight or GVW. Up to 400 lbs. 

 

Massachusetts: 

An exemption is not granted through state laws, but is granted by enforcement policy. 
The allowed amount of weight is 400 lbs. 

 

New Hampshire:. 

Exemption allowed. Applies to axle weight, GVW, or bridge formula weight for the 
certifiable weight of CPU. 

 

New Jersey: 

An exemption is not granted through state laws, but is granted by enforcement policy. 
The allowed amount of weight is 400 lbs. 
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New York: 

Exemption allowed. Applies to axle weight, GVW, or bridge formula weight for the 
certifiable weight of CPU. 

 

North Carolina: 

No exemptions allowed. 

 

Ohio: 

No exemptions allowed. 

 

Pennsylvania: 

Exemption allowed. Applies to axle weight, GVW for the certifiable weight of CPU. 

 

  Virginia: 

Exemption allowed. Applies to axle weight, GVW, or bridge formula weight for the 
certifiable weight of CPU. 

 

  West Virginia: 

Exemption allowed. Applies to axle weight, GVW, or bridge formula weight for the 
certifiable weight of CPU. 

Vehicle Weight Exemptions 

For APU’s cont’d 
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So what does it take?  
Here are some of the "musts" that have nothing at all to do with actually driving the truck. 

 

Route Planning, Map Reading, & Trip Planning...Must be able to find most practical and time efficient 
route while avoiding truck restricted routes. Must be able to find new places in new cities on a nearly daily 
basis.  Must know how to avoid dangerous situations such as low underpasses or impassable routes.  Must 
read road signs - and fully understand the routing/sign system in order to avoid getting lost, wasting time and 
fuel and other potentially dangerous situations (i.e. low underpasses).  Must know how to plan trip's fuel 
stops according to company policy. 

 Money Management...In order to make a good wage, a driver must learn good money management skills.  A 
driver must also plan ahead for job related expenses, such as tolls, unloading fees, truck and/or trailer washes, etc. He 
or she must keep good track of expenses for purposes of taxes and to ensure proper reimbursement for company    
expenses. 

 Time Management...A driver must be able to accurately plan a trip to squeeze the most out of the time        
allowed.  Without good time management, a driver will be late for pickups/deliveries and this may lead to job 
loss.  Less severe, but just as important, poor time management leads to unnecessary fatigue.  A driver must learn the 
best routes to take, the best times of day for travel in certain areas and the nature of the terrain and how these factors 
affect travel time. 

 Paperwork...A driver is responsible for completing paperwork for each load hauled, as well as paperwork     
required for Hours of Service.   Not completing this paperwork properly or on time may result in a paycheck being 
withheld or in the case of HOS, a hefty fine.  

 Diplomat...Must deal with dispatchers, safety department, other motorists, truck stop employees, shippers,    
receivers, law enforcement personnel, including highway patrol, local and city police and DOT officers as a          
professional.  

 Loading & Unloading... While many carriers pay for loading and unloading when required, others do not or at 
times, a receiver will not allow a driver to hire this work out.  In such a case, the driver must be able to load or      
unload the freight.  

 Knowledge of Rules & Regs...A driver must know the rules and regulations that govern him.  Ignorance of 
the law will not excuse a driver or get him out of an expensive fine.  A driver must know, at minimum, rules that   
pertain to Hours of Service, Fed Reg and equipment related requirements.  A driver must know how to load the 
freight in order to comply with weight limitations and how to adjust weight (between axles) in order to bring an   
overweight load into compliance.  

 Ability to Adapt...A driver must be able to adapt quickly according to the environment and the demands of the 
job.  One day you may deliver a load at 8:00 AM but the next unloading appointment may be at 1:00 AM.  Work 
hours are never the same.  Along with work hours, eating hours and sleeping hours are rarely the same either.  They 
must constantly change according to the load.    Beyond these issues, other factors are quick to change also.  One day 
a driver will be in the mountains and the next, in the desert.  The weather changes can be dramatic too. 

 Mental Strength / Fortitude... A driver must often work when tired or very stressed.  A driver is not "off" at 
5:00 PM, and may actually just be starting his/her workday.  Traffic, paperwork, law enforcement, dispatchers, etc. 
can all contribute to a high stress level.  While many people work when stressed, it is especially important that a   
driver learns to deal with stress factors because of the nature of the job - in other words, a big truck has great         
potential to cause massive injury.  A distracted driver is not a safe one.  Add to this the added worry about loved ones 
back home, homesickness, etc., and stress becomes a major factor 
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