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 * 

Robert Striplin has earned the title of “Driver of the Month” for Octo-
ber 2013.  Robert has been employed since the May 2013 and has 
conducted himself in the professional manner that makes Hoffman 
Transport Inc. proud to have him employed with us.  Take the time to 
say “Congratulations” when you see Robert for this well earned ac-
knowledgement.   

 

Robert Striplin  
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*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get a 
copy of your new license to Safety before it 
expires. Failure to do this WILL result in 
discipline. 

10/02 Harold Harper 

10/08 James Leatherman 

10/16 John Hines 

10/19 Adam Wade 

17 Years Pam Major  4 Years Branden James 

13 Years Mary Jo Lehman  1 Year Bradley Melzer 

11 Years Wayne Arbogast 

 8 Years Chris Hoffman 

 6 Years Greg Lindsay 

 4 Years John Minkema 

 

10/16 Allen Shenk 

10/29 James Leatherman 
10/13  Andrew Yann   
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Awake at the Wheel 
 

Tips for Tired Drivers: Sleeping and Driving Don't Mix 

When you are behind the wheel, being sleepy is dangerous. Sleepiness slows reaction 
time, decreases awareness, and impairs judgment. Sleepiness can contribute to a crash. 

What's Your Biological Time? 

Everybody has a biological clock. It tells you when you're hungry, when you're most 
energetic, and when you're tired. It causes fluctuations in body temperature. Although 
there are individual differences, most people's clocks run on a daily rhythm of approxi-
mately 24 hours. 

There are two times of day when most people's biological clocks make them especially 
likely to feel sleepy. One is the "afternoon lull," from 2 to 5 p.m. The other is the early 
morning, 2 to 6 a.m. Many professional truck drivers cannot avoid driving at those 
times. 

To be a safer driver, become aware of your own clock. What times of day are you 
most alert? When are you most drowsy? Become aware of your own cycle. Knowing 
when you are most likely to feel sleepy will help you take extra care during those times. 
Comply with the hours of service regulations and accept your responsibility to get plenty 
of sleep during your off-duty time. 

How Safe a Sleeper Are You? 

Here are seven statements about sleep. See if you can tell which ones are True and 
which are False, and check your answers below. 

True or False? 

 Coffee overcomes the effects of drowsiness while driving. 

 I can tell when I'm going to fall asleep. 

 I'm a safe driver so it doesn't matter if I'm sleepy. 

 I can't take naps. 

 I get plenty of sleep. 

 Young people need less sleep. 

 Being sleepy makes you misperceive things. 

Coffee overcomes the effects of drowsiness while driving. FALSE 

Stimulants are no substitute for sleep. Drinks containing caffeine, such as coffee or 
cola, can help you feel more alert, but the effects last only for a short time. If you are 
seriously sleep-deprived, even if you drink KRIR coffee, you are still likely to have 
"micro-sleeps" -- brief lapses that last 4 to 5 seconds. At 55 miles an hour, that's more 
than 100 yards, and plenty of time to kill you -- or someone else. 

I can tell when I'm going to fall asleep. FALSE 

Don't be embarrassed if you said "True." If you're like most people, you believe you 
can control your sleep. In a test, nearly four-fifths of people said they could predict 
when they were about to fall asleep. They were wrong. 
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WINTER DRIVING HAZARDS 

 
Although we all can appreciate that poor weather conditions are not in our control and frequently happen unex-
pectedly, we also know that we cannot always blame the conditions for an accident. As a professional driver, you 
accept that you and your fellow drivers must adjust to the conditions to avoid accidents and we thank you for that. 

 

For example, as a driver you know that loss of traction may be caused by snow, rain, sleet, and ice. You are aware 
and adjust your driving to those slippery conditions, because it can take as much as three and a half times the dis-
tance to stop as it will on a dry surface. 

 

Another winter condition that you, as a professional driver, are on constant watch for Black Ice. Black ice occurs 
when there is a sudden drop in DEMP temperature that causes very thin and invisible layer of  ice to form on the 
road surface. Some of the more common places you  will find black ice are on bridges, shaded areas of the road-
way , curves, and in areas that there is little traffic. 

 

You also know from years of experience that when you are following other traffic and there is no water spray 
from the wheels ahead, despite snowy conditions, you are most likely on packed snow or ice. Instinct and training 
will tell you to slow down cautiously and to never use your jake brake on slippery road surfaces. This could cause 
a Jack Knife Accident. 

 

The winter months are some of the busiest for trucking, but because a driver is never sure when weather can effect 
his or her time, we hope that every driver will be conscious of his or her schedule and route and adjust his or her 
speed to get safely home. Continue to make good decisions. Always make sure that your vehicle is equipped for 
the cold weather and this includes warm clothes, fuel, food, fluids, etc. 

 

                                   Thank You for Driving Safely 

Paperwork & Policies 
 

Getting a lot of emails regarding the following procedures that are not be followed.  Please take a few extra 
moments and make sure you follow these policies.  

1.  All scans must have Trip#’s written on them.   

2.  “Lumper Receipts” must have an accompanying “Hoffman Lumper Form” to get credit. 

3.  All paperwork MUST be received by 3pm on Friday to receive pay on the following Friday. This means 
you have to “scan and send” in time to get it to the office by 3pm on Friday’s. 

 4.  Fuel Receipts must be turned in for every over the road fuel purchase made these are to be marked with 
the correct unit that the fuel was pumped into. 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GUARDS 

 

As many of our drivers have come to realize, the guards are an after hours “life line” to 
the company. 

Every driver should have all pertinent information ready before the call to the guard is 
placed, this would be:  WHO, name of driver and truck number, WHERE, location of 
driver, TRIP NUMBER and WHAT the purpose of the call is.  When the guard answers 
the phone do not ask “where have you been?”  State the reason for your call and give the 
guard all information requested.  Please do not call just to talk to someone.  There is one 
person to answer many incoming calls some of which may constitute an “emergency situa-
tion” where time is of the essence.  You could be that caller. 

Answering the phone is not the only duty of our guards as you are aware from standing by 
the guard office and observing traffic in and out of our yard, receiving your trip packs, 
getting advance money, etc.  Guards are also required to check running reefers at regular 
intervals and do yard checks for our customers which can take as HOUG long as half an 
hour at times. 

Please do not call the guard to complain about your dispatches or issues you might have 
with the company.  These subjects should be discussed with your Driver Manager during 
normal business hours.  The guard can offer you no resolutions. 

 If you cannot get through to the guard on the Hoffman line please do not call on their pri-
vate cell.  The phone will be answered ASAP, some issues take longer than others to re-
solve. 

 

Please have patience and all required information when you call so we can better serve 
you. 

 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US HELP YOU. 

HAVE A SAFE TRIP (S). 

As most have noticed, the peoplenet units have been very sluggish since the last software update a few weeks ago. 
With that much data stored on a unit with a fixed memory, it can really bog down the system. Unfortunently there is 
very little we can do about this. The one thing we can try to keep track of, is if your inbox/sent/draft boxes are clean. 
If your machine is running slower then normal, check your inbox and see if there is a large number of messages in 
any of your folders. If so, clean some out, it may help a bit, and in the long run helps limit confusion by focusing only 
on the messages that pertain to what you are doing. 
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Congratulations to these 32 drivers who had perfect logs.   
 

To make this list you can not have any HOS violations and have marked every over the road 
fuel stop on your elog. 

Adam Wade Eric Harry  Merle Wolf 

Alan Shives Eric Shorter Mike Weir 

Al Shenk Gloria House Richard Safee 

Art Fickes Jeff Mather  Robert Clippinger 

Bill Harper Jim Leatherman Steve Pastore 

Bill Woods John Hines Tobias Mottley 

Butch Mongold John Moore Tom Pfeiffer 

Curtis Mizzell John Tabler Tom Rauser 

Damian Cooper Jon Youmans William House 

Dave Carbaugh Ken Roberts   

Dennis Ratliff Krista Bonds  

Dwight Miller   

   

   

Andrew Yann Ed Jackson 

Brad Melzer Eldin Robison 

Brian Whittingtion Elwood Godsey 

Charles Harris James Kinaro 

David Bernardt Jeff Shives 

Del Campbell Jerry Wilkins 

Donald Grove Mark Thurston 

Doug Ledford Stephen Smith 

Honorable Mentions 

The following 16 drivers although did not have “Perfect Logs” their violations were below 10 minutes.   

Keep improving and hopefully we will see you next month in the list above. 
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Chris Lee 
DOH: 09/18 

Matt Favors 
DOH: 09/18   

Steve Miller  
DOH: 09/04 

Scott Kain 
DOH: 09/25 

Brian Berryhill 
Driver Manager 

09/23 
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Beginning October 1, 2013 Hoffman Transport will begin a Miles Per 
Gallon incentive program.  This incentive program will provide cash 
rewards to individuals who obtain a higher MPG than their peers.   

 

How it Works - 

Truck Performance data will be gathered from your truck's ECM and 
transmitted through your PeopleNet unit.  Weekly updates will be 
posted and sent out to the fleet.  If you wish to have a weekly and 
monthly report emailed to you, please give Ryan or Bridget your e-
mail address.  

 

How much cash and how do you win? 

Winning is easy, we will divide the fleet into 2 groups.  At the end 
of each month, the top %50 of each group will receive $50 cash.  The 
top 10% of each group will receive an additional $100 cash.  That's 
right, all you have to do is beat 50% of your peers and you can re-
ceive $50 cash every month.  In addition to the monthly winners, we 
will award $1200 cash to our yearly winner.  Our yearly winner will 
be announced at the December Christmas party.  This year's winner 
will receive $300 since we are only calculating 3 months.   

 

In order to qualify for the monthly awards you must turn 6k for that 
month. 

Also, if you change trucks during the month, we will calculate your 
fuel economy while you are running another truck. 

 

Want to improve your performance? 

See Ryan or Skip for ideas on how to improve your MPG. 

 

Please see Bridget, Ryan or myself if you have any questions. 

 

Thanks, 

Chris 
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VOLUME 3,  ISSUE 26 

 

 

 

 

Team One 
 Abney 

 Bonds 

 Carbaugh 

 Dumas 

 Fickes 

 Fitz 

 Jackson 

 Leatherman 

 Melzer 

 Miller 

 Minkema 

 Mizzell 

 Pastore 

 Shenk 

 Whittington 

 Yaccarino 

 

 

Team Two 
 Arbogast Mather 

 Beam  McLaughlin 

 Bernhardt Mongold 

 Brown  Moore 

 Clippinger Pfeiffer 

 Cooper  Ratliff 

 Demers  Rauser 

 Favors  Roberts 

 Godsey  Robinson 

 Grove  Safee 

 Harris  Shives, A 

 Harper  Shives, J 

 House Team Shorter, E 

 Kring  Smith 

 Kinaro  Striplin 

 Ledford Thurston 

 Lee  Wade 

   Weir 

   Wilkins 

   Woods 

   Wolf 

   Yann 

What the 2 groups? 

Since some trucks have heating and cooling units, we are dividing the 
fleet into 2 groups to make the competition fair.  The 2 groups will be 
as 
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Across 

1. Village People hit song 

2.  Hearing organs 

3.  In a frenzy 

4.  Hems and _____ 

 

1 2 3 4 

Down 

1.  Usher hit song 

2.  Singer  ___ Cass 

3.  Singer Sheryl ____ 

4.  Inquires of  

 

AUTUMN 

BLACK 

BONFIRE 

CANDY 

COSTUMES 

FALL 

GHOST 

GOBLINS 

HALLOWEEN 

LEAVES 

LIBRA 

OPAL 

ORANCE 

SCARECROWS 

SWEATSHIRTS 

TRICK OR TREAT 

WITCH 

 

 T A C M P L G G K S L S A N U 

N A J O I E O H W Y D T N M M 

L J E B S B G O O A T R H U W 

R A R R L T R N Z S G I W T I 

U A P I T C U H A R T H E U T 

E A N O E R Z M Y R T S W A C 

C S Q R L F O D E V O T B H H 

M O A W B N N K O S U A O S J 

O C S E V A E L C D A E N W C 

S B L A C K U K S I R W F Y W 

H A L L O W E E N C R S I S T 

L L A F B A W T S G Q T R F I 

M X X A L E Y Q Q R D D E F A 

H I V V B R F W T K O E S B O 

U N Y F H Z C K X V N H W D K 

 


